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he was unwilling to admit him into 
his prefence ; was no lefs perplexed 
how to proceed, than at a lofs to ac- 
count for fuch an alteration. In this 
diflreis he went to the Cbe^bien to learn 
what intelligence he could from him ; 
telling him, how much he was mortifi- 
ed by the Grand Vifitor*s coldnefs, and 
by the order he had publifhed. That 
Mandarine was furprized at what he 
heard : ** And yet, faid he, this is all 
the woik of Sbtuy-ph^-fin. She hath 
found means to terrify the Grand Vi^ 
fitor into what be hath done/' The 
other objected how impoflible that wa^ 
far a young and fimple girl, who had 
neither father nor any one elfe to 
direft her. •* You muft not confidef 
her» laid the Che-bien^ as a young woman 

of 
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t 

5iF thd ordinary ft^rrtp. Although fhe 
is vfcry young, (He hath uncorhmdn abi- 
BtieSi When I Carried the firft order 
to her jfibufe, (he m^de no objeftida 
to it*, but received it with very little 
tohtefn : and when at parting I told 
her it w^s not a thing of trifling confe- 
quence, and that it was too late for 
her now to recede ; fhe told me (he 
fhbuld not alt^r her own intentions, 
Although the Grai^d Vifitor might pof- 
iibly depart from his* Her words are 
jb punctually accomplilhed, that it is 
evident Ihe hath occafioned this change. 
Bfut how fhe eflfefted it you muft in- 
fcrih yourfclf at the tribunal, t^here 
die matter was traiifafted." Kwo-khe* 
hk followed his advi<^e, and applied 
fcr the people of the audience for in* 
"'■' B 2 telligencej 
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telligence ;,but witliout efFeft : for their 
mafter, unwilling to become the talk 
and refleftion of the city thus upon 
his firft arrival, had given politive or- 
ders that not a fyllable fhould be men- 
tioned of the young lady's appearing 
before him, nor that (he had occalion- 
ed this change in his meafures. 

Twenty days were now paft in this 
uncertainty, when an officer from the 
Grand Vifitor's tribunal came to tell 
KwO'kbe-tzu that his mailer had lent 
for him. He gladly obeyed the fum- 
mons, and prefented hi mfelf at his au- 
dience. The Mandarine received him 
with much refpeft, and carried him in* 
to an inner apartment : where he told 
bim j that when he firft arrived he was 

ignorant 
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ignorant of the affair between him and 
the young lady Shuey-ping-Jitij but that 
his too forward interpofal in it had 
like to have been attended with very 
fatal confequences, Kwo-kbe-tzu with 
fomc furprize, aflced in what refpeft 
any confequences that were fatal could 
rcfult to one of his rank-, or what 
harm could arife from fo trifling a 
caufe as the concerting a private wed- 
ding : he even ventured to remonftrate 
to his Excellence the inconfiftency which 
had appeared in his conduft, and which 
feemed fo unfuitable to one of his gra- 
vity and office ♦. The Mandarine re- 
plied, " I looked upon Shu^-ping-Jin 

* The Chine/e idiom is, " What fhould makq 
•* you fpeak with two tongues, one of your 
^* gravity and office ? Is it not enough wh^n 
" you fpeak once ?" Tranflator'a M.S, 

B 3 ^v 
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ts a girl of no confequence: and when 
I fent my order requiring her tp con^- 
pleat the marriage, I never imagine^ 
that (he would be. able to fet it afide, 
much lefs that (he was of fo diftin- 
guifhed a capacity as fhe appears to 
be pofleiTcd of. She m^de no objec- 
tions to the order^ but leemed difpo- 
fed to obey it; yet afterwards drew 
up a petition tp the Emperor, and 
lent it to court by a trufty fcrvant^ 
Judge from hence of the acutenels 
of her wit.*' The furprize of Kwo- 
kbi'tzu was increaied, ^^ How, faid 
he, could fhe dare to fend a peti* 
tJon to the Emperor? Perhaps this 
is only reported to flrike you with 
fear." " She not only fent it, pur- 
filed the Grand Vifitor* but came her- 

fclf 
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&lf to my audience,: an4 (hewed mt % 
copy of k/* >' Wt^ did not your 
E^Ql Jlcncy tMC tjifi paper, . feid the 
yputha and QToer her to be chaftifed?** 
*' Hi(F petition, replied he, had been dijf- 
patched three days. After that time 
if I had offered to pa& fentence upon 
Jior ; vfhcn the Emperor had ieen the 
pQjtkioQ and demanded her to be forth* 
caming, what anfwer could I have re«- 
tuxned ? For had I behaved to her with 
the leaft harftuiefs, Ike was prepared 
t0 plunge a poinacd in her bofom. 
It behoved b^ therefore to treat her 
with gendeaefs, and to ifTue forth a 
Deciaradoa in her favour. By this 
meansti fbe wsa prevailed ^ on to r&* 
call her (ervanc. But until he re- 
turned, it was lA no wile piioper for 
B 4 me 
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mc to (peak to you. The petition is at 
length brought back. I have it in my 
poflefTion, and have fent for you to 
fliew it unto you. Here it is !'* When 
KwO'kbe-tzu had perufed it, he was afto- 
ttiflied at her boldnefs. " What a daring 
and dauntlefs petition is here, faid he i 
Shall flie go clear with this ? No ! I will 
not quit her yeL I muft ftill intreat your 
Excellency's afliftance/* The Grand 
Vifitor replied, " Could I ferve you in 
any thing elie, you mi^t command me. 
But with regard to my being any further 
concerned in this marriage^ you muft 
never think of it. And if you ftill per- 
G& in your views on this fubjed, you 
will perhaps involve yourfelf in a great 
d^al of trouble : for this young lady is 
irnmoveable in her refolutions.'* 

2 KoW'kbi'izH 
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KwO'kbi-tzu^ not knowing what an-^ 
Iwcr to make, took his leave of the 
Grand Vifitor, feemingly pcrfuaded of 
the reafonablenefs of his advice, and 
difpofed to comply with it. But he 
ftill retained in his bofom a deflre to 
pradife farther on the young lady ; and 
the moment he was withdrawn rcfolved 
to fpare no means for its gratification. 
With this view he fent for his friend 
Cbun-keij to whom he communicated 
the young lady's petition, and all the 
circumftances attending it. [When he 
had perufed it] " Certainly, faid he, her 
petition is very home and fevere* And 
yet Ihe does not objedt to your perfon 
or charafter: but pleads her father's 
abfence, and her having no permifTioa 
from him to marry. She pnly urges the 

injufUce 
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ix^yllipe of forcing her into a marriage 
iHi4er thc(e circumftances, Aini I think 
fhc bath reafon. Let us think no longer 
tlieo q{ compulfive methods : but; pro* 
qud to others more proper and effec- 
tual And for thefe you have now a 
gpod opportunity. The Mandarine her 
&tbcr is in banilhment. Your father is 
prcferrcdt and hath great intereft at 
court. You have nothing to do then 
but to f^ thither and relate all the 
matter to him. Aik his confent, and 
iQtrcat him to procure the fame from the 
father of the young lady. Difgraced and 
bafuAicd as he is, he will hardly refufe 
it This once obtained, there is no 
rppm to fear that (he will deny you 
any more." Kwo-kbi-iTM approved of 
Itil advice. He fmiledafulfaidy^^ There 
I wi 
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Wfll th^n b^ 1)0 danger th^t fhe w.il} 
tjj^ aighit again, Apd yet, fai4 he, 
>i*{|ie9 .1 v!fit§ tp ipy father, o^e capno? 
4ffc«.q4 to. prgurpftiewei^ upon paper: 
on the Qtter h^nd, I have no fervftof 
f^pable of difch^Fgrng iQ importapt ^ 
If wft, I wilh yoy wpuld oblige; mp fg 
far as to undertake it. ITqu will hpip 
me greatly in this affair with my fa- 
ther/* " This, replied his friend, is 
no more than to give you a good mor- 
row. I wi cpntented to go, if it will 
fcry€ yow, Thi3 is ^n undertaking 
of little troubles. But if it were other- 
wife, I ihould fcc abqut it with a 
very good will." Kwo-kbi-tzu im- 
mediately prepared the letter, and 
gave it to Qhmrkie^ whom he liber 
rally fumilbed with nec^ffaries for his 

journey •, 
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journey, ordering an old fcrvant to 
attend him. He accordingly fet out 
for the court, in compliance with the 
requeft of Kwo-kbe-tzu^ in order to 
bring his marriage with Sbuey -ping-Jin 
to a fafe and fpeedy concluHon. We 
fliall at prtfent leave him in purfuit 
of his journey. 

CHAP. IL 

[T E T us now return to] ^ieb- 
-■— ' cbungu [who] immediately upon 
leaving ^bantong had repaired to his 
houfe in the city of Tab-ming. There 
the lovely Sbuey -ping-Jin was the fubjcft 
of his thoughts, as alfo the afFedtion 
and kindnefs with which flie had treat- 
ed him. In purfuancc of her advice, 

he 
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he was become a great iludent of books 
' of the lawj tod having maftered his 
too hady and inflexible temper, began 
to think of qualifying himfelf for fomc 
employment, and of rendering himfelf 
famous for his learning. One day as 
he happened to look into the Gazette *y 
he faw an account that his father had 
petitioned the Emperor for leave to 
throw up his office, pleading the de- 
cline of his health, which rendered him 

unable 

* The imperial Gazette, which is pabliQied 

• every day at Pf-i/Vr^» and thence difpcrfed thro* 

all the provinces, is a large pamphlet of feventy 

or eighty pages, giving an account of all the 

public tranfadions in this vaft empire. 

It IS a collection of all the memorials, peti- 
tions, &c. prefented to the Emperor; of the an- 
' fwers which he makes to them ; of the infrac- 
tions he delivers cut, &c. The following fpe- 
cimcn extraded from the Jefidtes Lettersjinay 
icrve to (hew their form and manner. 
• ** la the Gazitte for December 15. 1727. 

which 
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unable to fupport the fatigues of if* 
He was a good ddal alarmed at thi* 
information, which was quite new to 

him 5 

nAnA was the third day of the fecond moon^ 
/rfi W€ find inlerted the titles of iuch iremorials^ 
i&s arrived at court the third of che eleventh moon, 
with a (liort account of the iubje^ts of them. 
t'or inftance, T^e memorial of the Ficeroy of 
tlambn concerning the magazines of rice^ i^jhicb 
require to he reneiued, — lihe memoi ial cf the gC" 
neral of the Chinefe troops tit the province of Che* 
kiofig, in luhich he accufes fuch a Mandarine of 
halving exacted money of his fubaltern ofjicersy l^c. 
In this manner notice is given of periiaps twenty 
or thirty memorials. — Secondly are printed the 
knfwers which are this day given by the £m- 
peror to many other memorials and petitions* 
If there have betin given none, then it is, l^his 
Hdtf there have been no anfwers given on the part 
if bis nu^efty.^Thirdiy arc given the inftruc- 
tions and orders iii'ued out by the Emperor^ 
either of his (Own voluntary motion, or in anfwer 
to articles which have been propofed to him.— 
Fourtbfy are pnblilhed the deliberations, which 
the fovereign coorts have preientcd to his ma- 
jefty to receive his cqnfirmation. — In the lajl 
place come many other memorials, which have 
been difpatched to the Emperor by the great 
Mafl4ariats of the provinces i fodi are the Vice-» 

roys. 
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him : and immediately ordered hfis fcr- 
vant to get ready his hdrfe and follow 
him to court. He accordingly fct for-* 

wards, 

roys, the Generals of the Tartarian or Chinele 
troops, and other officers of the firft rank. — Ir 
this colledion alfo are inferted aJl criminal cau- 
fes puniHiable with death ; all public calamities, 
with the means ufed for relief of the fufferers ; 
all public expences and diiburfements ; all.new 
laws and regulations : the remondrances made 
to the Emperor concernin? his own condud or 
decifions : the day when the Emperor facrifices^ 
ploughs, &c. the time fixed for the great Manda- 
rines to aflemble to receive his inftruftions : in fhort 
whatever relates to the public adminiflration. 

The Chinefe Gazette is of great ufe, not only 
as it afTords directions for the Mandarines in 
dtfcharge of their offices, but alfo af it is a fe- 
vere check upon their conduft. For it not only 
contains the names, places of abode, &c. of aU 
new Mandarines, and of thofe to whofe places 
they fucceed ; but alfo of all that are deprived 
of their employments and the reafons for their 
difmiffion ; «i;/z. this for being too fevere or indul- 
, gentinhispuniihmtents; that for embezzeling the 
Emperor's tribute ; another for oppreffion ; a 
fourth for want of talents to govern welL It even 
records any praifes or reprimands bellowed by 
the Emperor. As for inffancet Such a Mandarine 

hatb 
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wards, and having almoft reached the 
end of his journey, overtook a man 
mounted on a mule. As he pafled 



hath hut an indifferent charaSer ; if he does not 
mend^ I nvill punijh him, — In ftiort whether 'a 
Mandarine is accufed or fufpedled, is promoted 
or degraded, is amerced any part of his falary 
or totally cafhiered, it is immediately publifhed 
throughout the empire. 

It IS eafy to imagine what excellent purpofcs 
of government this mail ferve, and what infloc'nce 
it mud have on the Mandarines : and indeed all is 
but barely neceflary in an empire fo extenfive as 
China, and among a people naturally fo corrupt 
as the Ckinefe, 

N. B. Jt may be proper to mention that 
nothing is printed in the Gazette, but what hath 
been prefented to the Jlmperor or comes from 
him ; thofe who have the care of it not daring 
to add a tittle, not even their own ref)c6^Lions, 
under pain of corporal punilhment. In the year 
1726, a writer belonging to the tribunal, and 
another employed in the poft'office, were con- 
demned to die, for having inferted certain falfe- 
hoods in the Gazette, 

See P, Du Halde, I. 259. Lettres edifiant, Ific, 
X'viii, 434, l^c, xix. 265, £«ff. xxii, 190, 
£jff . Where may he feen many curious ex- 
tra&sfrom the Chine fe Gazettes. 

by 
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by him, he looked in his face and 
knew him to be S^uiy-yeong^ the old 
and faithful fcrvant of his fair ho(le&. 
He immediately afked what bufinefs 
brought him thither, and where he 
was going. The old man knew him^ 
and leaping from his mule, faid, " Sir^ 
I was going in fearch of you^ with 
whom I have very urgent bufmefs.*', 
Tiethcbuf^'U with fome furprize afked 
him, " What bufinefs can you have 
ivith me ? Does it relate to your matter 
or your young lady/* He told him 
it was concerning the latter. The 
young gentleman's wonder at this was 
increafed. " How, faid he ! Pray what 
is the matter ? Perhaps Kwo-kbi-tzu 
hath given her frelh difturbance ?" 
Sbuey-yeong replied ; " It is fo, arid he 
Vol. III. C ' hatK 
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Kim; " Which my lady added he^ 
finding it impoffibk to avoid, in her 
extremity drew up this petition, and 
difpatched me away to find you out ; 
Which I have hj^pily JKrcompiifhed irt 
meeting with you : and if in the courie 
of this afiair thepe fliould be occafion 
for moneys I come fufficiently fwovi- 
ded." T^eb^hw^'U was deeply con- 
cerned at his tale % and afked the namef 
of the Gtand Vifitor j wondering how 
he durft to commit fuch injuftice^ 
Shuey-yeof^ told him his name wajj 
Fmgyhig. He: replied^ ** I lux»r him^ 
Hath he done this ? Viery well 1 Ahd 
your lady's petition is againft this 
gentleman ? *Tis ho matter. Do not 
you offer to ftrike on the drum : 1 
Will carry the petition myfelf td the 
C i proper 
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proper officer * ; who will prefently 
give it to the Emperor. When his 
majefly returns it to the iecretary, I 
will fo explain the affair to that mi- 
nifter, that when it comes to be exa- 
mined into, the whole truth (hall be 
made appear without any difguife or 
partiality. In conlequence of which 
the Grand Vifitor will foon be dif- 
charged from his office/* •* Sir, re- 



• In tic Tranflator's M.S. it is, " Tong^cbing-fu^- 
•* or the great Mandarine, who deceives peti- 

" tions."— Sec alfo vol. i. p. 36. But from 

the accurate Bayer we learn that this is a mif- 
take : the officer, who bears the title here given, 
prefides over the ceremonies of the court: it 
being his bofinefs tt> give anfwer to the other 

Mandarines on this fubjed. i he officer 

probably meant in the text, is the Chung-Jhuf 
#r Second chancellor, who (as we learn from 
tiie fame learned writer) is the immediate fuper- 
intendant'of all petitions, and fopplicatory epif-^ 
ties. Vide Baytri Mufsm Sinicum, torn 2. p« 
20 r, 203. 

plied 
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plied the other, if you can do us this 
fervicc, it will be very fortunate for 
!my lady." This faid, Tieb-chufig'U 
mounted his horfe *, and the old fer- 
vant his mule. Then the youth told 
him, that as his horfe went fafler than 
he could follow, he would go before 
to the audience of his father, the Supe^ 
rior of the Viceroys, and would. order 
Siow'tan to (lay without to receive 
him. Thither Skuey-yeong promifed 
hiip to follow, . 

Tieb'cbung-u put forward full Ipeed, 
and arrived at his father's audience: 
where he found a large concourfe of 

• TTie Author did not inform us before, that 
he had difmounted, this however was a com- 
pliment to the young lady's meif^ge and pe- 
titiQn. 

C 3 people 
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people attending^ ^wlience he conclude4 
^hat the Emperor had not permiette4 
him to lay down his oiHce *. Then 
alighting from his horfk he went in 
CO pay his duty to his parents, where 
to his great joy he learnt that he was 
right in his conjedure. When he dif* 
mounted he ordered his fervant to ftay 
without till Sbuey-yesng arrived. He 
waited till night, but the other never 
tame. The young gendeman ima* 
gined that as the old man's mule was 
flow, it might poflibly be late before 
he reached the city; and that he had 
therefore perlu^ put into fome inn, as 

• The Emperor's retaining him in his poft 
was a great mark of truft and confidence ; and a 
{mblk teftimoay t!o the iMcgrity of bis former ad- 
miniftratfOR. This was therefore a proper fob- 
jeft for the vifits and cOBgratolations of his 
friends and dependents. 

intending 
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intending to wait upon him on tha 
morrow. In the niorning he fent ^'w- 
$aj§ again to wait for him, which he 
did till noon, but the dd man never 
aj^eared. Tieb-chupg-u thought h^ 
might have been detained by ibme 
acquaintance of his old mafter's, and 
that having divulged his bufinefs be 
had been direded to purfue a different 
method. However he called to hin^ 
one of his father's audience, a capable 
perfon, and fent him to make inquiry 
after him. He accordingly went to 
the tribunal of petitions, and aflced if 
any one had been there from the daugh- 
ter of the Mandarine Sbuey-keu-ye : hut 
he was anfwered that none fuch had 
been at that audience. Tieh-cbung-u 
then fuppofed he might have gone 
C 4 to 



t4 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 

to the gate of the palace, where the 
drum is ftationed; but word wa$ 
brought him that he had not been 
there. He now began to confider 
whether the Grand Vifitor might not 
have got fomebody to waylay him, or 
whether he might not fuddenly have 
dropt down and expired; which on 
account of his great age and the fa- 
tigue of the journey he thought not 
improbable. He had fent aboiit all 
day long 'till it was night, and had 
learnt no news of him, yet he could 
not be fatisfied 'till he had ordered 
SioW'tan to go out again the next 
morning, and to make all poflfible 
inquiry after him. 

On the morrow ^ieb-cbung-u arofe 

early. 
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iearly, not having been able to fleep 
for thinking what could have become 
of the fcrvant with the petition. He 
fent everywhere in fearch^ but could 
get* no account of him, though he 
continued his inquiries four or five 
days : which rendered him very un- 
cafy. He thought if the petition could 
be- once delivered to the Emperor, 
there would then be i)o danger from 
the Grand Vifitor. But he feared it 
had not yet reached the hands of his 
majefty. " This Mandarine, faid he, 
is very powerful, and what can a 
poor weak girl; with all the wit and 
ingenuity (he is miftrefs of, do in 
oppofition to his authority ? She hath 
no father at home, nor any one elfe 
CO aflift and proteft her : all the in- 
habitants 
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habitants of ^fei-nan muft be in th^ 
intcreft of her adverfary. Therefore 
if I do not go to her afliftance there is 
nobody will appear in her behalf. As I 
am acquainted with the date of her 
affairs, I cannot in honour but fly to her 
relief. I fhould be more cowardly than 
a woman, fhould 1 forbear to help her 
in this exigency, which nothing but 
my ignorance of her misfortunes could 
cxcufe." In purfuance of thefe rcfolveSp 
fae went to take leave of his father and 
xnother, intreating their permiflion to 
return to his ftudies. Then leaving 
his horfe behind him, for the greater pri- 
vacy and difpatch, he hired a mule, 
and together with his fervant, rook 
the road for Sban-tong^ bailing away 
fjo the relief of the young lady : [about 

whom 
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ivhom he was rendered the more anxious 
by the difappearing of her fervant.] 

* Now it had happened that whea 
Sbuey-yeong was almolt got to the gate 
jof the city, he was overtaken by the 
jBxprefe difpatchcdby the Grand Vifitor; 
who told him he muft go back with his 
petition, for that the aflfoir was hu(hc4 
up with his miftrefs and all was in 
peace *, then producing her order for his 
return, he inftantly obeyed it. 

[Ignorant of all this] Tieihchung-u 
continued his journey, and as'he haile4 
along, pleafed himfelf with the thought 

• The Editor hath removed this ftiort para- 
graph from page 24 ; where it ftood between 
the words [after him,] and [On tJbe morrotw] in 
ithe Tranflator's M.S. 

of 
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4)f what vengeance he would cake on 
the Grand Vifitor : refolving to go di^- 
redUy co his audience, to attack him 
there before all the world, and bring 
faim to public ftiame for his injuftice 
and oppreQjon. But then when he re- 
fieded again upon the great office of 
that Mandarine, and what a crime ic 
would be deemed to affront him pub«- 
licly although he had never fo much 
reafon on his fide, he became more con* 
fiderate: " Btfide, faid he, the noife that 
it^iU make, will come to the ears of 
Sbuey pif^'fin: who will have a very 
mean opinion of my management, and 
defpife me as a common headftrong 
fellow: whereas (he got the better of 
KwO'kbetTM by her prudent condud 
without the leaft confufion or difturb- 

ance/* 
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anCe." Upon thefe confiderations he. 
thought it would be better to go to the 
houfe o( the young lady herlelf, and 
afk for the two orders which had been 
iflued out to. compel her to the mar-> 
riage j *' Thefe, faid be to himfelf, I 
will carry to court to my father, and 
get him to draw up a fuli and proper 
petition ; we (hall then fee what the 
Grand Vifitor will be able to fay to it/* 
Having formed thefe rcfoives in his 
breaft, he put forward with all fpeed for 
the capital of Sban-tongy where m a few 
days he arrived. 



A 



CHAP. III. 

S foon as Tieb-chung-u had ar- 
rived at the city of TJee-nan^ he 

alighted 



30 UAV KIOU CHOAAN. 

alighted at an inn» and leaving every 
thing to the cagp of his fervant, went 
dircdly to the houfc of Sbuey^keu-ye. 
He found all quiet at the outward gate, 
and not a perfisn to be ieen : he ad- 
vanced farther within the great gates^ 
trhere he found the fanie ftillnefs. He 
irent up clofe to thcf inner gates * 
and met with nothing remarkable, till 
cafting his eyes upon the wall he faw 
the declaration fixed upon it \ be wenc 
up to it, and found it ifTued out by 
the Grand Vifitor. Suppofing it was 
his order to compel her to marryy 



♦ The Tranflator'3 calls thcfc, «' the door,'^ 
— " the great doors,*' —.and ** the fecond 
** doors." But they can only be underflood as 
belonging to the feveral courts before the houfe^r 

See note vol. i.p. 125. 

he 



r 
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he was going to take it down ta 
produce it as a proof agsunft him here- 
after: but when he read it he found 
it to be quite otherwife^ and that it 
forbade any one to itiolelt her. He was 
at a lofs to reconcile this to the account 
given him by her fervant on the road i 
and confidered whether the young lady 
might not have brought over the Grand 
Vifitor to her party by valuable pre- 
fents : or whether her father might 
not poiTibly be reftored again to his 
office : " But furely, faid he, I fhould 
have had news of that/* He was 
ftrongly inclined to advance further 
within : but then he thought if he fhould 
be obfcrved ufing fo great freedom, 
it might caufe refleftions to be cafl on 
them both. ** No, faid he foftly, as I 
« ^ am 
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am no relation I cannot take that liber- 
ty.** He therefore concluded to go 
back again, and pick up what informa- 
tion he could at fome of the tribunals. 
Juft as he was going out Sbuey guwin 
pafled by : who was ftrangely furprizcd 
Co fee him there, as he had before left 
the place with fo much hafte and dif- 
guft ; whence he concluded that he was 
returned again for no good purpofe. 
After faluting each other, Sbuey-guwin 
afked him how long he had been come ; 
and whether he had feen his niece. The 
youth anfwered, " I am but juft ar- 
rived : but had I been here longer how 
could I prefume to fee the young la- 
dy ?" *• If you did not come with that 
intention, faid the other, what brought 
you here ?'* He told him, that he had 

heard 
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heard at court that the Grand Vifi- 
tor had given out orders tQ oblige 
his niece to conclude, within the fpacc 
of a month, the marriage, that was fo 
contrary to her inclinations, " This 
proceeding, faid he, in her father's ab- 
fencc, and without his confent. I looked 
upon as very extraordinary and there- 
fore come to inquire into it. I thought 
myfclf obliged to do her what fervice 
I could i and therefore difregarded the 
length of the journey. When I came 
hither, I found the declaration in her 
favour. Satisfied with the fight of that, 
and concluding the report at Pe-king to 
be falfe, I am very well pleafed, and 
fiiall forthwith return to court." 

Sbuey-guwin fmiled at what he heard. 
Vol. III. D - *• What, 



^iif> duEdkVyiMpoocbe^FW^jthB.flEppij, 

liefs; ■■yfaHi inHft„np.lKl|5ft8c,«R;|fe5$2<i^ : 

while iigo fnd .ftqqPfUi^ nny v^isf 9.5lf,iJ^ 

>y ©u>ihftxavg*ven .jfpi^fc^j^gflp^t, f^.pf 

iwrUbottt .taking .,«>y;j^e|ffilhf9qnt * jj" 
«' I. came ,i»i«;-berj?i, {f^^ie^elpiaiSilty 
widi a,yi(W/ijqfjiW»akfng,a njcTit,.pf 
lit^.witb.aAy.iiQipei but ppt of a dilin- 
i 1«rqft«Afc^^f<J.*o julftice.. It wj^ merf- 
ly to grWii^;tny xifltur?l tentjpcr,. And 



,7r.;V/ " a .lilthcrtfor* 



a 



vtA\ Uhrc9i&hq iki^iApi^^^tf^ff^Z 

fifft >op|)ovtiun'ity jiolVS^itbldbis .vkw^imi 

lodgingSyijaofikrW ^adbdlip/iyhAtiiltelw 
li^Qoei%ijdoulQrtisont(J^iin.i ji !Xh^^ 

carry off my bride. Wc muft find 
fomc way to prcveafi if^ei^v .by Wg- 
roa Da ing ^ 
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ing an adcuf^ion againfl him, or bf 
putting ibme public affront upon him. 
Suppoie we prcfent a petition to the 
errand Vifitor about his coming in this 
dandeftine manner, and make him 
afliamed by expofing him publicly. 
I ivarrant he will not venture to fhew 
his face here any more.'* Sbuey-guwin 
(hook his head, and (aid, ^* That will 
never do. He is fon of the Tucba- 
yuetty or Superior of the Vice-roys, and 
what can the Grand Vifitor do to him 
whofe father is fo much his fuperior * ? 
Leave the affair to me : I have thought 
of a way, by which we fliall reach him,, 
without making any public difhirbance, 
and yet ftop his mouth (o that he (halt 

* See vol. 2. p. "185. note. 

not 



A CHINESE HISTORY. 37 

fiot dare to make the leaft complaint. 
^ieb-cbung-u is very bold of fpeech f : 
and cares not what he fays. I liftened 
to his reafons for coming; which he 
pretended was purely for the fake of 
juftice: but that is only a blind to 
conceal his defigns on my niece. You 
mufl: therefore fend a fervant to his 
lodgings, as from Sbuey-ping-Jin : he 
muft fay that his miftrefs heard he was 
at her houfe in the morning, but ha- 
ving a great many vifitors could not 
then wait on him ; fhe had therefore 
fent to acquaint him that fhe muft 
needs fpeak with hinn, and that at ten 
o'clock at night he muft come to the 
garden door. This meflajge he will 

t Ong, " Hath a very hard mouth." 

D 3 think 



s:(fttiphf^ wiik iUjd^um yK)^ miift pknt 
ffemitiftbut.it^ybffoydws} ftt ^hc >plM: 

ItD^l vKpon(mAibc9S{ him feverd^'^. 
(ttdwiilc^ftcrv'tbisci wiUi her] dar^iljp 
ua)lhplaiirJaOrnMdbal.;gduld'!he;fay 1^ 
^fai^Tfdfixibol»ld ^aiiyi iDnc raflc: Jbdm whtt 
^ '.dfii ?t^r<:>ufA duoidark fctjl^i^' 
^iSw^tihizi sikaslidfrlighcedi vithiihis 
-frfojsA, ^.^luponobeing a£ked whether 

M(j?>Tifeo6iWal Wl ",^i??ftlt bJf^Oftd /*n*(W« 
«* his eyes as big as lanthorns/' — That the 

iteMe»i^May iWy CUt^eirethejbokindl of idiit 
exprefllon, lie puffht to Jbe luformed that the Cbi^ 

fcftival occalions they exhibit- them of twcnty- 
Ilfire or:th»tyr/fotdia»*<r, fo.A|it}i>, ^^(^fnfie 
aiTiires as ; that *Mn Ci^/n^ one may eat, drink, 
deep, receive vifics, adt comedies and dance a 
ball in a lanthorn^ Tom. i* p, 246. See note, 
ToL %. p. ij. 
/i.'ilili - ^i BC 



he .went back, again, to his , lodgings* 
As^ii was^-^oing;j4i^ he^IwiW^d one 
rjji 7 Tj 4 behind 
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behind him fay, " Sir, I have waited 
here a great while, having a meflage 
to deliver to you/' He turned his 
head afide, and found he was ad- 
drefled by a youth of about four- 
teen or fifteen years. He afked what 
bufinefs he had with him ? The boy 
did not immediately anfwer, but look- 
ing round him with great appearance 
of circumfpeftion, and feeing nobody 
near, ftepped up clofe to him, and told 
him foftly, that he was fent by Sbuey- 
pitig-ftn. ** How, replied he ! and Sbuey- 
yeong at home* ! What is it fhc can 
have fent you Xff^\\ me ?** The youth 
anfwered that (he would have fent Shuey- 
yeotJgj if (he could have trufttd a fecret 

' • The Author fectns here to have forgot, that 
Tieh'chiing'U was ignorant what was become 
qi that iervant. Vide fupra fag, 27, &c. 

with 
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with him :-but that (he had nobody flic 
could depend on fo entirely as him- 
felf. " Well, faid he, what is your bu- 
finefs ?'* The boy told him, that his 
lady heard in the morning that he was 
at her houfe, and would have come 
out to him, but for fear of fcandal, and 
left it Ihould be known that there was 
a fecret correfpondence between them : 
but efpccially as he had given no no- 
tice that.he was there j all which prevent- 
ed her from inviting him to come in. 
*• But now, proceeded he, fne hath 
fent me privately to defire you will 
let her fee you, to thank you for the 
trouble you have been at in coming fo 
long a journey.*' '♦ Jieb-chung-u re- 
plied, " Go home and tell your lady 
that I came here to redrefs an injury, 

out 



4^ vtM^mmj^^Bo^i^tii^A 

thcrdfose ibeijmuSi ooi: KhiqkShfst'iieif 
ebtlged; faime.: .v ^dt.a& tpi /eeing btdri 
Sut i&.dMpmmiatiA l^ aoi&in';iwhkh 
&/<fiot' likio g iriandQsdp kktyictti prti 
ofr: ther/fkinilifex^ Ixho^i^aanf iSstclif 
tomqhfunicatei ^ and iCiulYfirlk^ Mg^^fu** 

knaWs rthat.a Iman imi j1V;W)^xi!?:iiiiay 

thegaixkaidobf' ^rtfi0x»i*t:l^k'iat(f^(g]|ij^ 
ibherer ffle Jmthla^hfwixl iqr fwontQiWhif* 
j^ in {yauiij]Bar^7 >yhidi/ittf>b9dy jifli^ 
knoW'Ofi V Yourixnuft.mof feTufc.Ihcjri 

uatiorrihd bears fow^df )(yflMk** c ?iW^ 

^^fe!^'- ^^TOl/'dJ' ^"irf^?u#J. TT!^! 

:Juo cbung'U 



. 'Whb:taught.you4b^§;?yQ*^ii) Put peji- 
aaapa,.f?id he MiJy:>j^h^|grj9at,^prv?ftJfa, 
Ifierhips your i ttaiftnefe&s n^o^ej. ili^JEp 
^flfedted. ter.;.updcrft^dipg^j?y ^Jl^^ 
•ii£ui3c4iatcly/tf|:et ir^ftolte^ing Jt>|n)^|]^ 
^^Th^fe wocds, feid h^J f cwlii i^er cpp^ 
ifromn that young Jaidj}4,olXJt\?re|4^/ofjip 
<:ontrivafice or yill^ip^y iftthis./ijfiflfag^^* 

•Upon which, ftiziOgLth^fc>Py.M4rfSJ^^ 
ifaadirig tQ.bcfttJ biini ^l^,:|ip>K.(^4jr9}j, 
AidiJto, :Co^e\with th(^fe^^.?p TOPSje 
tupon^mei./YQWr.mittrejfe ftij^i^ J^^ 

o 
ithc OJDly. WQ pQX(W$:\ IB trtb^fyOfi^, 

.'wha.. dare .keep ,thfl p8j4>jo( (ft;;^^ I^fj- 
i^ourand virtviC:: -aiid;^|i^re^irg I^yvfil 

jlevcr believe : there iQQuJd; j5eBlJF;j|Qf9fli 
: hei-.txprdfions fa .wg(9t<>p jaftd /tujhanci- 
:; . . , fomc. 
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fome. Nor yet could fuch a young 
inonkey, as you, fay all this of your- 
fclf. Tell me then the truth ; and in- 
form me who fent you, and you will 
obtain my pardon. Othcrwife I will 
carry you to the Cbe-hien's audience, 
and have you th-re fevercJy punifh- 
cd." At this the boy was fo fright- 
ed that his foul liad almoft quitted 
his body : at laft however he re- 
fumcd courage, and perfiftcd in it that 
he had faid nothing but truth. Which 
fo far provoked 'lich-cbung-u that he 
gave him two or three boxes on the 
ear, bidding him inftantly confefs, or 
he would beat him without mercy. 
The boy's courage forfook him, and 
he acknowledged the fallhood, confcfs- 
ing he was fent by Kzvo klc-tzu^ whofe 

fcrvant 
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fervant he was^ . and begging he would 
pardon what he had done in obedience 
to his mafter. Ticb-chung-u let him 
go, and though he was vexed, could 
not help laughing. " Go, faid He, 
and carry this meffage back to them 
that employed you. Tell them that 
ITieb'Chungu am on upright and true 
man ; and that Sbuey-ping-Jin is a wo-' 
man without any drofs or mixture, 
free from any thing foul as the moft ^ 
tranfparcnt dream : let them not thenT 
prcfume to hope they can ever fucceed 
in their (hallow plots." All this [and 
more] he charged the boy to tell his 
mafter and Shuey-gt:win : after which 
he difmifled him. 

Kwo-kkC'tzu was impatiently expefb* 

ing 
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mdiuado'waitedi^.good whikr wb^ttnXi, 
hngthh^S^W. 'hU f(?rvant qomc Witb 
d;iooDrufai; ^md Jbrrowful countenance,, 
jfii iflkcd^him what ^a3 che^ matter- 
Olnki^hich.yi£i bey; related ^1 that hatd 
haijpencd) iShuey-guwiny wh6 was prci^ 
fent^ luf^ofeafiT.jbhe boy: bad midaken 
lus"raeflagc^ > ¥0u were drdered, faid 
Jkv tKS'pafs;fonthr fervant of my nicaii 
Had you ddnefo, he would not have 
httft y^w.' The-boy affiired hixa he 
had pttndually obcy^cd bis orders : > bu| 
Uiat^ ^i&'itfung'U was no ordiinary per* 
foil;; )**-Befdrc;i fpoke, feid he, the 
4qaii:kne&iof his looks made me afraid^ 
and when I came to deliver my meft 
fage, he would not have patience to 
^Kear me out^ but beat me ievestly, 

and 



fied wiQ3i^dhav^.Wlied}ineif I had ndt 

who fent mc to pafs'th^iH^s i j^^jd play 
thcfe tricks upon him ? And how I durfl: 
«oi»c^>ihJj arp«rle|.rfMbi»ila^y:as 5fecy. 
ping'Jtn: ont^i^^mQ^n^^ diftreet. 
At parting Jie laughed and faid, the 
perfons t!iat^(Anpl6ye4yii ai*e villains : 
vJ>u|i^^^ >tfeem,^a}^§,ica^f ^^ they, ofer 
ffiP ItS^im^^PyS^^'^^ Y?:lyikcrs,?} '" ^ 

^IlAte^s.rekWW thfty,lbQth:W§?fi'Jj- 

<&^miMii m h^ fpp-i^-law,.r" Yw 

j'OSuft:.jSWbfeeo6a^J5i9?^fil,^W^ 
oingjilt'thiSf-oIiMfiU.Sret contriver way 
■torbe liTca !widi him.*' , ■ ^^\M^ rcplieid 
;. the lOthcri, ^ Iw .will' be tboi cunninSg 
^jwd Jia3c4 1^^^^ what you will. 

..,,,, There 

3 
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There is no remedy.*' ** Fear not, 
he replied : I will find out a reaicdy, 
that Ihall not faiL 

What he intended, will be feen at 
large in the next chapter. 

CHAP. IV. ♦ 

jy^JVO'kbe-tzu hearing Sbuey-gUwln 
fay he was not unprovided of an 
occafion to plague Tieb-cbung-u^ waa 
defirous to ktiow what it was. He 
told him, that as his coming fo long 
a journey was all for the fake of his 
niece, it was not to be doubted but 
he would yet take an opportunity to 
fpeak with her ; and therefore he muft 
be watched. " Nay, faid he, that he 

♦ CuAP. XII. In the Tranflator's manofcript. 

may 
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may not do it without our privity, 
I will go to my niece and make 
her fend for him.'* ** That, faid his 
fon-in-law, will be to do him a plea- 
fure ; nay will afford him an opportu- 
nity to bind the marriage contraft 
with her, and then all my hopes are, 
at an end, and I am utterly loft." 
^* Fear not, replied the other, what 
I propofe is the only means to pre- 
vent his doing it *.'* Then taking 
his leave, he went to the young lady, 
whom he thus accofted ; " Niece, you 
have certainly great penetration and 
difcernment with regard to mankind : 

• The Chinefe Author hath not made this ap- 
pear, but he probably meant, that by involving 
them in the fufpicion of an illicit correfpondence, 
he fhodd eifedually hinder their union. Such 
is the delicacy of the Chinefe on the fubjedl of 
jnarriage See the fequel of this Hiftory.' 

Vol. Ill- E I (hall 
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I fhall henceforth pay great deference 
to your opinion. For fometimc fince, 
ivhen there was a rumour that Tieb^ 
cbungu had been guilty of a great mif- 
demeanour, and was nothing lefs than 
an hypocrite and a cheat, you would 
not give the leaft credit to it, but be- 
lieved as well of him as before. Future 
inquiries have confirmed your judg- 
ment, and I am now fatisfied he is a 
man of great honour, fobriety, and 
juftice." ^* That, fhe replied, is an old 
aflfair: why do you mention what is 
paft ?" He faid, " I faw this ftranger 
again to-day: and am therefore con- 
vinced he hath the good qualities I 
Ipoke of/* "How can you know a 
man's good qualities, faid fhe, by bare- 
ly feeing him ?** Sbtuy-guwin told her, 

that 
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i that he had met him that morning 
ijoming out of her houfe 5 and had in- 
quired his bufinefs^ " For I was ap- 

* ^ prchenfive, faid he, that he had been 
doing fomething, which might bring 
a reflexion upon you; and therefore 
thought it behoved me to call him to 
account : but he vindicated himfclf fo 
handfomely, and appeared to have 
come hither with fo good an intention, 
that I find hihi to be a very well-dif- 
pofed, fincere, honeft man.'* *^ Uncle, 
l^d the young lady, how could you 
know that he came hither with a good 
intention ?*' " He told me, replied he, 
that hearing, at court that the Grand 
. Vifitor had iffued out two orders to 
compel you to marry, and knowing 
how much it mufi: be againit your 
E 2 inclyia- 
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inclinations, he had come hither on 
purpofe to prevent it. That with this . 
view, and to make proper inquiries, 
he came to-day to your boufe, but « 
finding upon the wall the Kao-Jbe or 
declaration in your favour, he was 
fatisfied, and about to return to court. 
From all this I cannot but conclude 
favourably of his charaftcr.*' *• He 
afled juft in this noble and upright 
manner, replied his niece, from the 
very firft, when he faw me going to 
the Cbe-bien's. He is a youth of that 
juftice and generous ardor, that I could 
not but do what I did, in recompence 
of fo much merit.'* " Certainly, faid 
her uncle, the afliilance he afforded 
you at that time, and the kindnefs you 
fhewed him aftcrwardst were both 

highly 
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liighly laudable. And now upon the 
bare report that you were dikely to 
be injured, he hath come fo far to your 
relief. But would it be right to let 
him^ return without any notice of, or 
thanks for his trouble ?" <* Your quef- 
tion, faid fhe, is very proper : but what 
can I . do ? I am a young woman and 
/£ngle; and muft avoid giving further 
occafion for fcandal. What though 
he hath taken all this trouble, I know 
he expefts no return from me : tho- 
roughly convincccd of my grateful 
temper, he requires no public proof 
of it." " That is very true, faid Shue^- 
guwin ; and yet it would be but right 
to invite him to come, that you might 
at leaft pay your compliments to 
him.*: 

E 3 Sbuey- 
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Sbuy-ping-Jin had Icamt from her old 
fcrvant, that he had met with ^elh 
cbung'U near Pe-king^ and there intreat- 
ed his afTiftance; and that he had after- 
wards been fetched back again without 
ever explaining the reafon of it to him. 
She therefore readily fuppofed, that the 
young gendeman having miffed him, 
was come thither to know the truth of 
the matter : and imagining there could 
be no better occafion to inform him of 
what he muft defire to know, confented 
to follow her uncle's advice. And yet 
ihe was not without fufpicion, that the 
latter had fome other defign in view than 
he would acknowledge. She told him 
therefore (he would be guided by him, 
and would prepare a lieb-l/e or paper of 
invitation, but it mull run in his name/' 

She 
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She accordingly difpatched Sbuey-yeong 
with it 5 whom her uncle direSed to 
the young gentleman's lodgings. 

Tieb'cbung'U was reflefting on the 
oddnefs of the adventure, and on the 
inconfiftency of the Grand Vifitor*s 
conduft, when he faw .the old fer- 
vant enter, who had occafioned him 
lb much perplexity. He was very 
glad to fee him, and eagerly inquired 
why he did not follow him to Pe- 
king. The old man informed him 
of all that happened from the time 
they parted ; and accounted for the 
change in the Grand Vifitor's conduft : 
at the fame time he explained the rca- 
fon of his abrupt retqrn, and begged 
his pardon, as he fuppofed it had occa- 
E 4 fioned 
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fioned his journey thither. Then telling 
him that his lady was glajl to hear 
of his arrival, he prefented the billet 
of invitation, ^ieh-cbung-u was highly 
pleafed with the account he gave him, 
but would not receive the Tieb-t/e. 
" When I went this morning to her 
houfe, faid he, I faw the declaration, 
which fatisfied me of her faiety j you 
have now .cleared up all remaining 
doubts -, why then Ihould I flay ? I 
will depart to-morrow." '' Sir, re- 
plied the fervant, will not you accept 
of the invitation, which I bring in 
the name of my fecond mailer * ?" 
" There are, faid the youth, many 
reafons why it would be improper. 

* /. e. His rr.aflcr's brother. Tranf. 

And 
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And I muft inlift upon it that there 
be no feaft or other public acknow- 
ledgment on. account of my arrival. 
[Your lady's excellent judgipent knows 
that it would be wrong in me to go, 
although ][ier complaifance may have 
induced her to 'invije me *v] Return 
therefore, and prefent to her my moft 
relpeftful * fervices/' Sbuey-yeong di# 
not prefs him farther, but went and re- 
ported to, his lady and her uncle what 
l^e had faid. The lattef was much dif- 
appointed ; but his niece remained very 
well fatisfied with. his refufal, fuppo- 
fing it proceeded from a forefight of 
fome mifchief intended him, 

Shuey- 

♦ The Editor hath foftened a few pafiages 
in this and the preceding page, which to the 

eye 
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Sbuey guwiftf greatly mortified with 
the difappointmcnt, went to his fon-in - 
law, and related to him what had happen- 
ed, telling him he looked upon the other's 
ibynefs as only counterfeited in order 
to cover a defign of feeing his niece in 
private. He therefore advifed him 
ilill to keep a good look out. " This 
icUow, faid Kwo-khe-tzu^ is a demon; 
And as I am a plain man void of all 
art or cunning, how (hall I be able ta 
look out after him. Am not I the 
chief perfon of figure in this city ? He 
knows too, how much I defire to mar- 
ry your niece -, yet he is always coming 

eye of an Euraffan did not appear quite Co re- 
i^'cftful in the original. InOead of the paflagc 
which is included above in brackcis, in the M.S. ' 
it is [♦• 1 am refjlvcd not to go."J 

here 
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here and foliciting her : in which he 
oppofes me, and declares himfelf my 
enemy. He hath already difcovered 
our intentions to deceive him, and 
therefore will henceforth be diflruft- 
ful. To what purpofc then (hall we 
wait for an occafion to catch him ? No : 
to-morrow I will go myfelf and vific 
him HI form : he cannot but return 
the compliment : when he comes I 
will receive him with great courtefy, 
and make a handfome entertainment ; 
to which I will invite feveral young 
rakes of this city, fons*bf great Man- 
darines, and my particular acquaint- 
ance : at the fame time we will plant 
fbme ftrong lufly fellows near at hand. 
When he comes we will ply him with 
wine, and when he is in liquor, pro* 

vokc 
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voke him to throw out fome affront- 
ing expreffion j which will aflford us 
a handle to fall upon him, and beat 
him fo feverely that he ftiall breathe 
his laft. Then will we prefent a pe- 
tition to the Grand Vifitor, wherein the 
difturbance (hall be made to appear the 
cflfeft of his own quarrelfome difpofi- 
tion. Thus Ihall we get clear of this 
difficulty, and prevent any body of fi- 
gure from ever venturing again to try 
their ftrength with the principal youths 
of this city : which we Iliall alfo render 
famous for mcirof bravery and valour." 
Sbuey-guwin approved of this defign, 
yet could not help exprefling fome 
apprehenfion about the confequence, 
♦* What, faid the other, have I to 
fear ? do you confider the exalted rank 

of 
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cF my father ?'* " Go then, replied 
Sbuey-guwin^ fet about it diredlly, he 
intends to be gone early in the morn- 
ing." Upon which the other calling 
his people together, and preparing a 
billet of compliments, ordered his chaiV, 
and fet out immediately with great 
attendance. When he arrived at the 
lodgings, he fent in the paper, and 
SioW'tan informed his mafter of the 
vifit; who thereupon bade him to 
return for anfwer that he was not at 
home*. Kwo-kbi'tzu called to the 
boy, and getting out of Tiis chair talked 

to 



• If the Chinefe are not difpofcd to fee com* 
pany» it is fufficient to fay, that they are not at 
home : in which cafe if the mfitant leaves his 
paper of cempUments \Z€e note 'voL i. /. 135.] 
with the porter or fervant, the vi£t is the fame 

as 
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to him a good while : then got into 
it again and returned home* 

Tieb'cbung-u learnt from his fervant, 
that KwO'kbc'tzu had inquired after 
htm with great courtefy, and had 
given him a very kind invitation to 
fee him. " Wherefore is all this fhcw 
of kindnefs, faid he to himfelf ? He is 
certainly my enemy* and only mean! 



as if received in perfon, and moft be retomed 
in form. Sometimes a Mandarine will receive 
die billet by his porter, and will fend to defire 
the vifitant not to be at the trouble to alight 
from his chair. In either cafe the vifit muft 
be returned, either the fame day, or on one of 
tile three following, and if poffible in the morn- 
ing. 

If a perfon is deiirous of being excufed the 
trouble of receiving thefe civilities, he affixes over 
his gate a paper written with white letters^ 
*< That he is retired to his garden houfe.'* 

P. Semcdo, p.6o. P. Da Halde^ v. i. p. 
296. 

to 
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to deceive me. Befides, what time have 

t 

I to Ipend in feafting and merriment ? 
No ! I am fatisfied that Shuey-ping'fm is 
in fafety, and will return to-raorro>v.** 
But then he fuddenly recolieded' that 
the other was the fon of a Mandarine of 
the firfl: rank. " Befides, faid he, he 
came like a To- fang or Whirlwind * ; he 

raiied 



• It IS remarkable that the Chinefe To-fasg, 
or Wbirlwindt corruptly pronounced by our 
voyagag^tffoont is called in Greei by a fimilar 
name (fSipiJj') Tj^Ktm. 

The Kind of ftorm h^ mentioned is frequent 
on the coalh of China in the fummer months, 
and is generally preceded (fomctimes for hours) 
by a boding cloud in the N.E. which near the 
horizon is very black, but upwards is of a dark 
copper hue, and higher flill is brighter, till it 
fades to a whitifh glaring colour at the verf 
edge of the cloud : nothing can be conceived 
more dreadful and ghailly than this appearance. 
When this cloud begins to move apace, the 
Horm may foon be expefled : which comes on 
fierce and blows very violent at N.E, for twelve. 

hoon 
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raifed the whole city as he came along, 
and every body is acquainted with the 
honour he did me. After this, if I 
do not go, 1 (hall be univerfally con- 
demned for rudenefs and ill-manners ; 
therefore I cannot avoid it. Up- 
on fecond thoughts I will go early in 
the morning. He is a man of eafe 



boars or more, accompanied with terrible cla{)s 
of thander, Sequent fladies of lightning* and 
exceffive hard rain. When the wind begins to 
abate, it dies away fuddenly, and U}htr into a. 
flat calm continues fo for ahtrct an ki^ ^ : then 
the wind comes about to S.W. and it hlovr% 
and rains as fierce from that quarter, as it did 
from the other, and as long. 

This florm is more terrible than can b# 
conceived : one would think that heaven and 
earth were retarning to their ancient Chao/p 
fo that it is* no wonder the ribs of the ftouteft 
fliips fhould be loofened. It rages not only at 
fea, but alfo on land; and overturns houfes, 
pulls up trees by the roots, and canies great 
ihips a quarter of a mile from the fea. 

See Dampicr's voy. vol. 2. p. 36. Varcmi 
Gcograph, 

and 
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and luxury, and lies in bed kte ; I will 
therefore go before he is ftirnng. ♦will 
only leave my compliments for him 
and will return/* Having formed this 
refolution, he ordered his fervant to 
prepare his bed, and to call him up 
early. 

*■ 

Thefe precautions were however fruit- 

lefs 5 for KwO'kbetzu had appointed one 
of his attendants to wait near the inn, 
and to pick up what information he 
could about the repayment of his vifit. 
From a fervant of the inn this man 
learnt the direftions the young gen- 
tleman had given when he retired to 
reft ; of which he did not fail to ap- 
prize his matter: fo that when Tieb- 
cbung-u went in the morning, he found 
Vol. III. F he 
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he had long been waiting to receive 
him.|| KwO'kbe't:su gave him the moft 
courteous reccj^ion, "having even gone 
out into the ftreet to meet him. 
•* Why ! faid he, fmiling with great 
appearance of joy, and fluting him in 
the moft refpeftful manner ; Why do 
you give yourfclf fo much trouble in 
doing me this favour?" Tub-cbung-u 
leeing himfelf fo highly carefled, ima* 
gined it was to cover fome evil defign. 
He would gladly have returned, but* 
could not now without great incivility : 
he accordingly attended him into the 
great hall, and would there have made 
him the cuftomary falute ; but the other 
told him it was too ordinary a place for 
that honour, and therefore begged he 
might (how him farther within the houfe. 
3 He 
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He then carried him into the fccfond 
hall^ where the ufual ceremonies paft 
between them. - This done, they fat 
down, and Kwo-^kBe-tm called fbr tea» 
Ht afterward^ took occafion to tell his 
gueft, that he had long fince heard df 
his high reputation, and had wifhed to 
have the honour of converfing with 
him. " When I was firft informed 
of your coming here, laid he, I fought 
for an occafion to fee you : and to-day 
it is my good fortune to be favoured 
with a vtfit. I (hould be gUd if you 
would extend it to eight or ten days.** 
Tieb'cbtmg-u having drunk his tea, fet 
down J)is cup, and rifing from his chair 
feid, " Sir, your regard and friendftiip 
certainly demand that I (hould ftay 
here tongen But I muft be gone im- 
mtdiatcly : ftrqng neceflity requires it : 
F 2 cosiJA 
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could I fly as fwift as an arrow from 
a bow it would not be amifs/* This 
faid, he was going away : but Kwo- 
Jcbi'tzu embraced him faying, " You 
muft then ftay three days with me/* 
•* It is very certain, he replied, that I 
muft be gone -, I beg therefore you will 
not detain -me." He then was going 
to force himfelf from him : but the 
other took hold of his hand, and faid, 
•* Although I am unworthy of this 
favour myfclf, you ought to (hew fome 
refpedb to my family and rank: you 
fhould not have vifited me, if you ef- 
teemed us all fo infigniflcant. No! 
now you are come, I muft make you 
owner (or matter) of this country * by 
giving you an entertainment/' " I 

would 

* An European would have been contented 
to welcome him^ by defiring hin to coniider the 

houfc 
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would not willingly refufe the many 
favours you confer on me, faid Tiei- 
chung'U : but I muft be gone Every 
thing is packed up ready for my de- 
parture : and it is impofilble for me 
to flay here longer." ** I cannot force 
you to ftay, faid the other 5 but I 
am afhamed that I am not able to 
perfuade you. However, as you arc 
come fo early you muft ftay and break- 
faft with me : it fliall not detain you 
long. You muft not mortify me by 

houfe as his own, or to look upon himfelf as at 
home. But the above high -drained expreilion of 
civility prevails in other parts of the Eaft befides 
China, When a party of Englifh merchants- 
firft vifited Palmyra in the year 1678, they \vere 
met by two Arabs ^ one of whom was an officer 
of the Emiry who told them, *• in the bold me- 
** taphor of an eaftern compliment (fays the 
" writer of the account) that ail the country was 
** theirs, and that his lord was their friend." 
' Sec Memoirs Roy. Soc. N^ 217. 

' F 3 arc- 
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a refufal of this. When hreakfaft i$ 
oVer yoii may profecute your jour* 
ney.*' " Would you leave me to my 
own inclinations, faid Tiek cimng-^^ i 
could wilh to be excufed : but if you 
will have it fb, I touA fubmit. Yef 
according to order and j^priety, uponr 
the firft v'tGn how can I ftay and give 
you this tfoubk V* *• Between friends, 
replied the other^ you n>uft not talk 
of trouble/* 

CHAP. V. 

THESE words weie fcaxxrely ut-* 
tered when Sbueygttmn made his 
appearance. He faluted the young 
ftranger, and fmiling fiud, ^^ Yefter- 
day my niece hearing of the great 

^vpur 
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favour you did her in coming fo far 
on her account, fent to invite you to 
her houfe. I know not what we had 
done to difoblige you. But as I have ' 
now the good fortune to meet with 
you here, I hope you will let me wait 
on you to her.'^ ^ieb-cbung-u replied, 
•* I came hither in the greatefl. hafte, 
and mull return with equal dilpatch. 
I brought nothing with me to prefent 
her with, and how can I prefume to go 
to her houfe with empty hands •• To* 
day I came to vifit Kwo-kbe-tzu onljr 



• Not only in Cbtnay bat all over the Eaft, it 
is thought a breach of good manners to appear 
empty-handed before thofe whom they profbfi 
to refpedl. Among the Chinefe the common 
prefents are for the mod part, fluffs, female or- 
naments, or the like ; even iboes, ftockiags, hand* 
kerchiefs, porcelain, ink, pencils, &c. are thus 
bellowed; and fometimes thitt^ to eat. They 
a,re very carefal to chufe vitty thing the bed of 
the killd fbr this parpoftF; P. Semedo, p. 64. 

F 4 X5> 
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to pay my refpefts to him, and to 
know his door again: I intended to 
have returned immediately : but though 
I have been prevailed on to (lay a mo- 
ment, I cannot bear to receive fo ma- 
ny favours, and fhould be glad of 
your direftions how to return them.** 
** Formerly, faid Sbuey-guwin, good 
friends would lay all ceremony afide : 
cannot you do the fame by my fon- 
in-law ? I look upon you both as bct» 
ter than thofe of former ages; why 
then Ihould you follow the corrupt 
praftices of the prcfent times ?'* Kwo- 
kbetzu laughed and faid, ** My father, 
you fay right : it ought to be fo.** 

By fo many courteous and obliging 
fpeeches Tieb-chung-u was divefted of 
all farther fufpicion. He fat down^ 

Kwot 
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KwO'khe-tztt making him take the firft: 
chair f. Prefently after wine was 
brought. *' Becaufe I came early, faid 
the youth, you infilled on my flaying 
to eat a little. Why then da you bring 
wine ? it is not time to drink that yet.*- 
^* Drink it by degrees, faid Kwo-khe-tzu^ 
and we ftiall not think time unfuitable." 
Then fitting all of them down, they 
were very chearful and drank about for 
a little while ; after which Tieb-chungu 
rofc up to withdraw. 

At the lame inllant word was brought 
fhat the young Mandarine Whang was 
entering the doors. This young gen- 
tleman, who was fon of the Ping-kho *, 

+ See note, vol. 2. p. 'jS. 
• Sec note, toI. i. p. 69. and note, vol. 2. 
pag. 279. 

or 
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or Mandarine of the third chair of the 
tribunal of arms, was refpedtfully fa- 
lutec' by all the connpany, v/ho after- 
wards fat down. ** Sir, laid Kwo-kbe* 
tzuy yoM come in good time to meet 
with that gentleman, who is a perfon 
of worth and of great reputation for his 
courage and gallantry.** ** What ! faid 
the other I is that "TUb-cbung-u? the 
young gentleman who forced his way 
into Tab-quafs palace ?" Sbuey-guwin 
jAfiiired him it was. *^ Is it poffible ! 
faid he. Oh, Sir ! have I then the hap- 
pineis to meet with you here ! a hap- 
pinefs which I was prevented from en«> 
joying at court much ^^ainfl my in*- 
fclinations. Give me here a great go- 
blct.** Then oflfering it with wine to 
ficb-cbtn^'U^ the latter drank it off 

and 
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and returned it full to him. again : 
thus they continued till each had drunk 
qS three goblets. 

^b'cbmg'U was now aboot to gOy, 
when he was again pcevented by x}u^ 
arrival of the young Mandarine Im^ 
iecond fon to the Grand Prefident of 
the royal college *. They were riling 
]up to receive him, but he eatched 

hold 



* la the origiiUd it is Hatt^Un^yMen, which 
$teralJy fignifies a Garden or Wood fiotm/hiug it^ 
liarnhg or kmijoledge. This name the Chimfe 
five to a tribanal or college cmnpofied of knMi 
ol' ihevioft learned of their dodQr&j who apcp 
.<Qleded after the following manner. 

Every three ^rears ^1 that are of the ^;vcec# 
,Kiih'gm or Licemiate * refort to Pe-kingto^b^sam 
their do6lor's degree, where they are exaniacd 
for thirteen days together, fo ftri^Iy diat not 
above three bondrcd can be admitted out of nany 
thoofands, Aoui«|;. thefe new dodtors* thoft that 

aayc 

f SamtCf voL i. /. 8. 
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hold of a chair, and told them, as 
friends they muft not do fo. *' Ano- 
ther time, faid Kwo-kbe-tzUj we may 
difpenfe with this ceremony ; but to- 
day we have a ftranger with us." With 
that Tieb'cbung'U rofe up and made his 
compliments to him. The other would 
have prevented it : " Excufe me. Sir, 



have given (iiperior proofs of their capacity and 
learning are chofen to compofe the college of 
the Hatt'lin. 

Thefe dolors afTemble in the imperial palace* 
where they fuperiRtend the education of the 
young prince ; compofe the hidory of the em- 
pire ; and are confulted by the Emperor on all 
nterary fubjeds. Out of their bo^y are ap- 
pointed thoie who are fent into the feveral 
provinces to examine the candidates for inferior 
degrees : and the Co-laus f and Prefidents of 
the fopreme tribunals *, are frequently chofen 
from among them, fo that they are at once 
fe(pe&ed aod dreaded. 

Sec P. Du Halde, ▼. i. p. 251. P. Magalh. 
p. 218. Lettres edif. xxi. p. 102. &c. 

I Tof. I. p, 78. noti, ♦ W. s. p. 173. note. 

faid 
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faid he, your appearance doth not owe 
me fo much refpcft 1 Pray how am I to 
call you ?** Tieh-chung'U told him his 
name and city. ** What ! faid he, the 
cldeft fon of the Supreme Viceroy !** 
then making him the moft profound 
reverence, he congratulated his good 
fortune in having met with a perfon 
whom he had fo often wifhed. to fee. 
KwO'kbe tzu made them all fit down. 
By this tiipe Tieh-cbung-u perceived the 
wine began ta affed him, and there- 
fore refolved to ftay no longer. ** With 
your leave. Sir, faid he to the young 
mafter of the houfe, I muft now be gone. 
I know cuftom forbids that 1 Ihould 
go fo foon after the arrival of this 
young gentleman, but I came here 
early and have drunk a great deal: 

and 



7« HAU KIpU CHOAAN. 

and therefore muft go.'* The young 
Mandarine Lee * hearing diis, changed 
countenance, and faid, " You put a 
great (light upon me, Sir. Why did 
not you go at firft ? What ! can't you 
ibiy a little while longer ? You think 
me not good enough to drink with 
you." " Truly, faid Sbuey-guwinj he 
hath a great while delired to be gone : 
and it is not upon your account that 
'he would go now \ but, if he will 
not firft drink a cup .of wine with 
you, you have reafon to accufe htm 
of ill manners. Let him pay the fame 
compliment to you, as he did to the 



* The original is Lee-ewg-txu^ which pro- 
perly fignifies Lee a Mandarine^ s fon. Sec note* 
Yol. 1. p. 114. Th^ remark muft be applied 
wherever the words Toung Mandarine occur 
throughoot this chapter. 

young 
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young Mandarine fVhangy then he may 
vfe his pleafure, anc) we will no longer 
confider him as a gueft.'* The other 
hearing that, was extremely well pleaA 
cd, and agreed it was right: upon, 
whidi they fat down, and each of them 
drank three cups of wine. 

This was no fooner over but a fer- 
Vant came to tell of the arrival of 
the young Mandarine Change eldeft 
ion to the Prefident of the tribunal 
of' rites * : he entered the hall as foo» 
as the fervant had fpoke : and came 
A^ggcring along, his cap on one fide» 
with flaring eyes and a red bloated face, 
crying ** Which is this tieb ? this Man- 
darine's fon ? if he hath a mind to 

• Sec note, vol 2. p. 17X 

pafs 



8o HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 

pa(s for a valiant fellow in the citjr 
of ^Jee-nan^ why doth he not come 
and encounter me ?*' The youth, who 
had rifen up to pay him the ufual 
refpe£tsi hearing thefe words ftood ftill : 
"I, faid he, am called Tieb-cbung-u: have 
you any thing to fay to me?" The 
other made him no anfwer nor compli- 
ment, but ftood ftaring at him in a ve- 
ry difcourteous manner, and then burft 
out into laughter : *^ I thought, faid 
he, this young ^ieh was a terrible fel- 
low. From people's reports, I con- 
cluded he had feven heads, and eight 
galls in his ftomach. But his eye- 
brows are fine and fmall : he is fmock- 
Ibced and delicate ; and hath all over 
the air of a dainty young lady. Peo* 
pie talk of his being valiant. I fancy 

it 
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it muft be a monkey changed into that 
Ihape. Come, let us have fome wine, 
we (hall prefently fee whether he is 
valiant or not." '* Certainly, cried the 
others prcfent, that is the way to try 
people's ftrength *.** 

*• Wine, faid Tieb-chung-Uj is drunk 
uponfeveral accounts ; but there are only 
three on which it is proper ; and for each 
of thefe, three cups are allowable: 
thefe are friendfhip, mirth, and to fatisfy 
nature +. As IVhang-cong-tzu begaia 

• The literal tranflation is, " Thofc that are 
'* ftrong always (hew it by their eating and 
** drinlang." 

f The Reader will remark that this allowance ^ 
much exceeds that known regalatkm of Sir 
William Temple's, viz. The firfi gldfsfor my/e^, 
the fecond for mf fritndsi the tkird fir good'-mt* 
mour, the fourth for mine tmmks* Spe£Utor« 
vol. 3. N** 195. 

Vol. hi. G wi^Ii 
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with three cups, fo will I drink three 
BQore, which will be fuffieicnt.** *' Very 
well, faid the other, fit dowa then :^ 
and taking him by the fleeve puUed 
him into the chair. Then calHng for 
two large cups of wine, he put the 
one into the hand of Tieb-chung-u^ and 
cook the odier bim&lf. ^ Wine, faid 
he, difcovera the heart. Thi3 is the firfl 
I fhdll drink with you." Then taking- 
it 0S9 he turned it up, crying kbaan oc 
dtaaok] Heb'cbung'U thought he could 
hardly mma^ his wine, but finding no 
Qther remedy at length he drank it : at 
which Chang cried out, " That's fome- 
thing like, and as a friend (hould/* 
Then he ordered tiwo more ta be filled. 
On whkh ^Ub-cbung-u would have fo- 
tired^ faying he had drunk a great deal^ 
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^< I hwt drunk, faid he, three c\3p9 
v^ith €^ch of theie gcDtiemeD, and now 
one with you. I have bad enough, 
you mufk therefore excufe mc/* Gbngf 
replied, *< What then, will you out 
me off two cups ? you make me lifi» 
tie : I cannot let that paf$ upon m^; 
. who ami a& cbnfiderable as any of tlrii 
cky I come, you m%iA m^kc up mf 
full number/' Then taking a fecood 
cup, be drwk to his health* 

Tteb^cbung-n PftBA now aluJoft otrtf- 
come with wine, for he had been drink^ 
ing from early in the morning ttU tm 
oVtock, without having eaten a morfeh 
whenibere&re Cia9fg had dcuQk off the 
kc4>ni cop bewooidnot pledge, hiit^ 
but put the wtne down again vf(^ ibc 
G 2 table.. 
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table. Which the other feeing, cried 
out, ^' Is this handfome ! will not you 
do me the fame courtefy that you have 
done the reft ?'* " It is not poffiblc for 
me, laid Tieb-cbung-^j to drink any 
more : if it was, I would not refufe you/* 
^^ This cup, replied the other, you muft 
and (hall drmk.'* « If I don't, faid he, . 
what then?** Upon which C&^^ began 
to roar: laying, "Who are you, you 
animal ? If you thus take upon you, 
why did not you (by in your own city ? 
What, do you come here to brave 
118 ? If you will not comply I Ihall 
make you [repent itj.'* And with that 
he threw it in his face. Tteb-cbung-u 
was fo provoked with this abufe, that 
Jiis anger and refentment got the bet- 
ter of his wine: he looked a while fted- 
' faftly 
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faftly at him, then rifing from his 
chair feized him by the ftomach and 
ihook him feverely, faying, " What ! 
dare you get upon the tyger's head 
and pull out his hairs ?'* Cban^ cried 
out, " What ! have you a mind to 
beat me ?•* ** Yes, replied the other, 
what of that ?'' and gave him a box of 
the ear* Which the other young Man* 
darines feeing, cried out, ^^ What do 
you mean by this ? we have treated you 
with good-will, and now you are drunk , 
you abufe us for it. Come, come, 
Ihut the door, we will drub you till 
you are fbber, and to-morrow carry 
you to the Grand Vifitor/* 

Then Kwo-kbe-tTsu made a fignaU 

^nd immediately from a fide chamber 

G 3 , rulbed 
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ruflied out feveo or eight lufty fellows : 
vrhik &&Krf-j'«^ewprct3ending to compofe 
the difference^ endeaYOurcd to lay hold 
of his handft. Tieb-^hmg-u^ who was 
how become fbbeir, perceived their dc- 
fign9 agtinfl: him^ md found he was 
betarajred: Bevertfaele^ he crifid out^ 
^ Wfcit ! 4re yott a parcel of dogs, that 
y^iA thua kt upot> aod worry nie?'* 
theatakiiig upG^^/g* be threw himhead* 
kKig to the gPQvind^ and gave him two 
Qt, f^t^ee hearty kicks* This done he 
eod^o^ouredto wxeft. a bot from one 
of the taUes for a weapon^ but could 
not get iu toofe : Sbuey^guwht came 
up to preventt him, but he received 
him with a kick or two, that fent 
hiro.aightQgn or twenty rw/ii> * before 

him; 

^ C«v/V fcems to be a contraftion of the Por- 

tugueic 
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him : « Take that ; faid he For the 
fake of your tikoe, I wiU give yow 
no more," The two young Man- 
darines contented thcmfelves with aid- 
ing an outcry, but durft not come 
near him : inftead of which Kw^-kbi- 
47M ordered the fellows to fall upon 
him. Then feiring Chang he fwung 
him round : crying out, " I will 
brain this fellow againft thefirll that 
oSers to approach me/' Upon which 
Chang crying out, bej^ed them to Ibr-r 
bear and let him alone« ^l defiie 



tuguefe word ttmaJd^ u e. a csbit. The Chiaifi 
Ell or Cubit, (called by the Natives Che) is of 
feveral kinds, but that mod commonly ufed ki 
traffic, is to the Englijb Foot, as 6*]^ is to 600 ; 
or fomething more than thirteen inches. 

See Bayer, pref. pig. 1 34. Harris's ^yag. 

vol. I. p. 854. TTavemier, Pt. 2. di. lo. 

P. Pu Halde, toI. i. p. 141^ Lrttret fd^ 

X. 157. 

G 4 nothino; 
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nothing niore, faid Tieb-cbung-u^ than 
to be fuffered to go out : but you (hall 
accompany me to the door.** *• Ay, 
ay ! with all my heart, faid the other, 
I will go out with you.** Which done 
^ieb'chung'U difmifled him \ ** Go, faid 
he, and tell your fellows, if I had been 
provided with any weapon for my de- 
fence, I fhould not have been afraid of 
a thoufand fuch as they. What fignify 
four or five drunkards and gluttons, 
with the porters you have hired ? Had 
it not been for your fathersi I had made 
fbme of you halted : but I have been 
very favourable, and you ought to thank 
mc." 

This (aid, be haftened to his lodg- 
ings, where Siow-Um had prepared 

every 
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every thing for his departure : here be 
found Shuey-yeong with a horfe ready fad- 
died and waiting for him. Tieb-cbung-u 
inquired the meaning of this : the old 
man told him that his miftrefs hearing 
of the invitation, had fulpeded it was 
with an ill defign: that her fufpicions 
were afterwards confirmed by the event, 
which flie was alfo informed of; and 
though Ihe never doubted but he 
would get the better, yet forefeeing 
that it might be followed by a great 
deal of trouble, fhe had lent him that 
horfe, which Ihe intreated him to 
mount immediately, and to go and ac- 
quaint the Grand Vifitor with the 
affair. Tieb-chung-u .was charmed with 
her difcretion and difcernment : " How 
kind and obliging, faid he» is your 

miftrefs ? 
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tfiiftrcfs ? I (hall never be abk to re- 
turn tliefe favours." He was going 
to fee 0QC» but the mafter of the houie 
afking him to dine, he accepted his 
offer ; and immediately aft^r, mounting 
the horfc^ departed for Tof^g-changfoe: 
to which city the Grand Vifitor had re- 
moved his tribunal *« 

As 



* The Supreme Mandarines, whofe jurifdlc- 
tion is very cxtcnfite, [*v:z. the Vifitors, Viceroys, 
Sec.) although they have generally their palaces 
in the capital city of the province, are not al- 
ways refident there» but make circuits from place 
to place for the more convenient difpatchof bii- 
^nefs. P. Magal. pag. 242. 

N. B. Tong'changfw is a large and opulent 
city : the third in the province oxShan-tong^ and 
is fituated on the Otani In^ial Canal 

China is every where full of very fine Canals^ 
^hich open a-coimnumcation between every pro- 
vince and almoft between every town and vil- 
lage ; th^e run in Ilraight lines, and have caufeys 
en each fide, facad with flat (lones or mar- 
ble : bat the Grand Ititferial Canal is one of the 

wonders 
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As foon as he alighted be drew op 
a petition, wherein he related all that 
had happened: then haftening to the 
doors of the audience, he found them 
Ibut : but being impatient he went and 
ftruck upon the d rum. In confequence 
of which he was bound and carried 
before the tribunal : where the Grand 
Vilitor had feated him&lf upon hearing 
the drum. The youth obferved the 

wonders of the world, being three htt&dred 
leagues in length, and forraing a great road of 
water, on which more than nine thoufand im- 
perial barks tranfport the tribute which the 
kmperor annually receives from the ibutherfi 
provinces. This fliipcBdous work, which waa 
compleated about five hundred years ago, it 
fq contrived by means of iluices, &c^ to detain 
the water, and forms fach a communication with 
other canals and rivers* that one may travel the 
length of the whole empire from Peking to Cam* 
ton and MacaOf above (ix hundred leagues by 
water." 
, P. Du Halde, voL i. p. 105. 17. 215. ii86. 

ufual 
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ufual order of re^ft in offering his 
petition *. The Grand Vifitor ima- 
gined it was Tieb'cbung-u before he 
opened it, and when he found he was 
right in his conjedure, he addrcfled 
him wifh great complaifance : ** I knew 
nothings Sir, of your coming into thefc 



• This may be explained from P. Magalhaenst 
who thus defcribes the manner of proceeding 
at the Chtnefe tribunals. 

*' When a man hatb any bufmefs to lay 
before them, he fets it down on paper : which 
done he goes to the palace of the tribunal and 
beats on a drum, which he finds at the fecond 
gate; and then falling on his knees, he raifet 
his petition with both hij hands as high as his 
head; at which time an officer appointed for 
that employment takes the paper from him, and 
lays it before the Mandarine who prefides.'* 
Pag. 203. 

N. B. With regard to binding the petitioner, 
&c, as defcribed above, there i^ in the Tran/lator^t 
M.S. a marginal note which tells as, that ** It is 
«* the cuilom to do fo to any that flrike on the 
f* drum :" bat this is mentioned in no other 
writer. 

parts. 
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parts. When did you arrive and what 6c- 
cafioned your journey ?** He told him, 
that he travelled for his pleafure : but 
that yefterday coming x,o ^Jie-nan-foOy 
he had met with people, who had ufed 
him very ill j infomuch that he had nar- 
rowly efcaped with his life : and there- 
fore he applied to his Excellency for 
juftice. ** Who dares abufe you, faid 
the Mandarine ? I will make an ex- 
ample of them.'* ** Sir, replied he, 
you will find their names in my petiti- 
on." He looked into it, and ihaking his 
head, exprefled great diflike of the af- 
fair. The youth afked him what he was 
difpleaied ac The Mandarine fliewed a 
great unwillingnefs to proceed, faying, 
^' I did HOC think thefe young men had 
lieefi concerned : although they are four 

of 
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of the greateft brutes and libertines 10 
the world.** " Why, (aid Tieb- cbung-Uj 
fhould you make any demur in the 
matter ? Although they be people of th<; 
firil quality, why fhould you make a dif- 
ficulty of chaftifing them ?** " It is not 
out of fear, replied the other, but their 
fathers being of my acquaintance at 
court, colmplaints of this kind will 
be Tery difagreeable to them. They 
are a parcel of young unthinking rakes, 
that value themfelves only upon their 
fathers grandeur. But as this aflfair 
is not of fo very high a nature, as ab* 
fbkitely to require them to be brought 
to public trial in all the forms of law 
wA }uilice$ therefore I could wifli , 
you would let me find focne other 
way of giving yoii rcdreft, without 

making 
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making put a formal profecution/' ^^ I 
am far from defiring to gire your Ex^ 
cellency troubk, replied ^ieb-ciamg-u ^ 
I am fully fatisfied in having acquaint- 
ed you with it ; which I did only that 
you might fee a mark upon them foe 
their adions." The Grand Vifitor wa» 
very well pleafed* ainl told him, he 
did him a favour in quitting all farther 
piofecmioa. " Come, faid he, ytm 
muft ftay a few days with me.** The 
youth thanked him^ bat urged has 
dcfire ijot to be detained. When the 
Mandarine found he could not prc^ 
vail with him, he m^de up a pi^pet 
of twelve ^usls of filrer *> and gave 
it him» faying, « If you doe*t accept 

* Twdv« 7mU of filvor v« aboot 4U ftcrKng. 

of 
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of it, I fhall think you arc angry with 
me.'* To prevent that fufpicion he 
received it, and withdrew. 

Where he went will be found in the 
next chapter. 

CHAP. VI. * 

cr* I E H'cbung'U taking his leave of 
the Grand Vifitor, went and told 
Shu^-yeong who had attended him there, 
all that had pad at the tribunal: and 
concluded with defiring him to re- 
commend him to his miftrefs, and to 
prefent his thanks for the advice (he 
had given him. •* It is not in my 

* Chaf. XIII. Id the Tranflator*t manofcript. 

power 
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power, faid he, to fend any prefcnfi 
as an acknowledgment of her good- 
nefs: neither could I prefume to do 
it, a (ingle man as I am, to a young, 
unmarried lady.'* Then delivering, 
his horfe to the old fervant, arid hiring; 
a mule, he departed for his own 
city ; and Sbuey-yeong return(!d to his. 
miftrels. . ; 

Let us now return to Kwo-khe-tzti 
and his companions, whom we have 
feen difappointed in their defigns on 
Tieb'cbung'U. When they found he 
was got clear out of their hands, they 
were ready to burft with rage and mad- 
nefs. The firft that broke filence was 
Sbuiy-guwinj who. faid, "Who would 
have fufpefted this young man to have 
Vol. III. H been 
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been pofleiied of ib much, fbength and 
courage ?'* ^* It waa owing to neither 
of tbefe that he efcaped, laid his foa^ 
jfi-lawt but he had got Ciafjg-cong^. 
tzu at fuch difadvantage, that he could 
neither help hunielf^ nor we conve- 
niently afiifl him. But be mult not 
go off ib: let us mufter up a proper 
company^ and go find him out: let 
us ftill treat him as he deferves : and 
afterwards give in a petition to the 
Grand Vificor.** This propofal waa 
approved by them all: the young 
Mandarine Chatig inftandy promi&d to 
bring thirty people i each of the others 
likewife engaged to raife as many. 
Theie to the number of a hundred 
were foon afTembled, and widi their 
maflsra at their bead, &b^^j;»w»r lead* 

i«g 
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irig the way, drdv« along the ftreets 
like a fwarm of bees. But when thef 
came to the ^nn, where the young 
ftranger bad lodged, they were told 
tliat he went away alinoft as foon ar 
he came home. They were quite dif- 
concerted at this information. " How- 
ever, faid Kwo-kbi-lzu to the reft, thit 
ftall nor ferve his turn; we will im- 
mediately apply to the Grand Vifitor 
of the province, and he (hall do us jui^ 
tice/* Sbuey-gumn told him, that their 
enemy was of the province of Peking^ 
and therefore was not under that Man- 
darine's jurifdi^tion. ^^ Well thei^ 
faid Kwo-kbe-tzu and his campanioos, 
we wiil all together draw up a petition, 
wherein we will accufe him of endca- 
H 2 VQuring 
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vouring to raife a rebellion ♦ 5 thiS' 
will authorKe the Mandarines of any 
province to lay hold of him. The 
Grand Vifitor mull give an account 
of this at court ;. where we will fend 



* In order to render this and fome of the fol- 
lowing pages intelligible, itmaft be remarked that 
there is in China^ a horrid fe6l called P^//>»-i/tf 
always difpofed to rebellion, and who are there- 
£:>re fare ta be panifhed, whenever they are dif- 
. covered. This fed confifts of people, who en- 
ter into a confederacy to overturn the eftablifh- 
ed government, for which purpofe, with certain 
magical rites, they ded an Emperor out of their 
number, dillribute among, themfelves the prin- 
cipal employments of the ftate, mark out certain 
families iox deftrofkion^ and lie concealed tillfome 
infurreftion of the people affords them an oppor- 
tunity of putting themfelves at their head . Chi'- 
na^ on account of its vaft extent, prodigious po- 
pnlonfnefs and frequency of famines, is very 
liable to feditions and infurreAions, which thro*, 
the pufiilanimity and feeblenefs of its military 
government are always dangerous, and indeed 
have often produced intire revolutions in the 

fiate*. 
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to our fathers and friends to acquaint 
them of the aflfair ; thus we (hall quick- 
ly humble him, notwithftanding all his 
bravery and valoun" 

They were exceedingly pleafed with 
this propofal> and accordingly got their 
petition wrote, which Shuey-guwin figned 
as a witnefs: they then repaired to 

Hate. Now as in thefe revolutions, it hath fre- 
quently happened diat fome of the very dregs of 
the people have been raifed to the throne ; this 
upon every infarreftion encourages the ringlead- 
ers to afpire to the empire : who, if they are not 
nipped in the bud, are fore to draw together the 
diflblttte» the difcontented, and the needy ; 'till 
they form a large body and become very formida- 
ble to the government. Upon all thefe accounts 
the Mandarines are obliged to be exceedingly jea«- 
lotts and watchful over the leaft tendency to re- 
volt; and to be careful to extinguilh the firft and 
minuteft fparks of rebellion, which would other- 
wise foon involve the whole empire in a flame. 
P. Semedo, p. 91. Lettrds ^dif. xxvii. 344. 
P. Dtt Halde, vol. i. p. 243. 

H ct the 
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the citjr of ^^"CJ^sf^ \ and ftodi^g 
the audience open: for receiving petit 
dotl$, prefented themieli^ before thi 
tribunal. The Grand Vifitor receiy^ 
their petition, and ordered them all 
diit of the hall, eKcept Siuey-guvnn. 
*^ Tbi9 piaper, faAd he, contain^ g 
firange Aory of a rebellion attempted 
in this country by Jiib-cimng-u : if he 
was fo dangerous a perfon, how came 
you to be lb defirous of his con^)any, 
and to invite him fo eameftly to drink 
wine with you ? Did he drop any hint 
of his intention to raife a tumult or 
rebellion in the city, ih the mid ft of 
his cups, or afterwards in the quarrel V^ 
Siuejhgumn finding the Grand Vifitor 
fo inquifitivc, knew not what to an- 
fwer, and therefore remained filent. 

** You 
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? You ire a very forry felk>w« iai4 
the Mandarine. I am well acquainted 
if?ith the whole ftory : neverthekfe if 
you do not relate it exadly from bcT 
ginning to end, I will bring your fin* 
gers to the Kiai-a^on or Tormenting*- 
fticks." Sbu^-guwin's fear became ex* 
ceilive when he faw the other fo angry^ 
and found he fhould be forced to cont 
fe& the truth. ^^ Sir, faid he^ it ii true, 
he was drinking with the others*? 
** Very well, faid the MaiKjarine, if 
you were drinking all together, I mull: 
fuppole you all equally guilty: nay it 
is mpre likely th^ you five ihould form 
feditious defigns upon the city, than hp 
whom you accuie, who perhaps would 
not join in fuch an attempt, and £> 
you have agreed to impeach him firft.'' 
^ My Lord, replied hC| Kwf-kbe^tzu 
H 4 YK^*>&sA^ 
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Invited this young man to his houfe 
out of civility and good will, and when 
he was -in his cups all the fecrct came 
out. Nothing would pacify him; he 
ovcrfet the table and fell to fighting, 
crying out to the young Mandarines, 
that if there were a thoufand of them^ 
he would not regard them : and that 
if he fliould come to be Emperor he 
would diftroy the four'houfes to which 
they bilong. The young gentlemen 
deeply concerned at thefe things, could 
not refrain from lodging a complaint 
with your Excellency : which they 
would not have prefumed to do, had 
it been falfe." ** A likely ftory, faid 
the Grand Vifitor, that oneperfon fhould 
beat and abufe four or five of you. No ! 
no ! you muft not think to impofe on 
me at this rate,^' •• Sir, faid Sbuey- 
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guwin^ the broken pieces of furniture 
are ftill to be feen: nothing is more 
certain." The Mandarine took hini 
up fliort, *' How Ihould a ftrangcr 
of another city come and raife fuch a 
diflui^bance, unlefs he had been pro> 
voked by fome injury or infult ? How* 
ever if it be as you alledge, have you 
fecured or brought him with you r* 
*• No, he replied ; he was like a tygec, 
there was no taking hold of him: he 
went away without any one's daring 
to oppofe him." 

The Grand Vifitor ordered all he had 
reported to be taken down in writing by 
the fecretary of the tribunal : then faid to 
him, " Are not you afhamed, an old 
fellow as you are, to come here with 

thefe 
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thcfc ftorics : and to keep company 
inrith young rakes, drinking and em-^ 
broiling yourfelf in their quarrels? 
This petition you have brought me 
is falfe and fcandalous. Go home and 
tell the four Mandarines Tons to be 
quiet : I know the whole ftory, better 
than they imagine. If it were not for 
the connections of thefc young men, 
I would throw you into prifon, where 
you (hould die with hunger : however 
I muft make you a prefent of twenty 
or thirty baftinadoes */' At thcfc word^ 
Sbuey-guwin in great terror, cryed 
that he was old» and begged he 
pardon and not difhonour hi 



• Id the orig.^ "^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
(or Talliesp ems ^|^^3«& Afi 

pag. 189. 
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thefe ftorics : and to keep company 
^ith young rakes, drinking and em-^ 
broiling yourfelf in their quarrels? 
This petition you have brought me 
is falie and fcandalous. Go home and 
tell the four Mandarines Tons to be 
quiet : I know the whole ftory, better 
than they imagine. If it were not for 
the conne^Stions of thefe young men, 
I would throw you into prifon, where 
you (hould die with hunger : however 
I muft make you a prefent of twenty 
or thirty baftinadoes *.'* At thefe words 
Sbuey-guwin in great terror, cryed out 
that he was old, and be^ed he would 
pardon and not difhonour him fo 



• In the orig. it is " of four or five Bam^s^ 
(or Tallies, each five ftrokes.) See note^ vol. z. 
pag, 1S9. 

much. 
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Inucbr *^ Honour I faid the Gwod 
yifitor, wh»t honour havte you ?" He 
faid^ " I am brother to the fecond Man- 
darine of the tribunal of ajrms," ** Ati 
jrou his brother^ faSd the m^iftraOe? 
why who keeps his houfe? " My bro* 
(her^ he replied^ bath no kn : but 
only onedaughter> who heretofore hath 
rieceived great favour from your Ex- 
cellency." " If it be fo, replied th^ 
Grand Vifitor, for her fake I will par* 
don you : but then tell me truly, who 
it is that bears fuch implacable en* 
mity againft this young ftra<nger." ** I 
am not his enemy, anfwered Sbuey- 
^uwin: but it is Kwo-kbe-tzu^ who being 
difappointed in his defiga of marry* 
ing my niece, by the other's inter* 
pofal, hath ever fince retained a 

fecrct 
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iecret malice and cfefire of revenge ; and 
k was in order to gratify his revenge, 
that he now invited him to his houfe : 
but for my part I owe him no kind of ill 
will/' The Grand Vifitor ordered his 
fecretary to make a memorandum of 
this ; then giving him back the petition, 
bade him go tdl thofe young men 
to mind their ihidies, and let him hear 
no more of them : " For this once, 
faid he, I pardon them on account of 
their fathers ! who would 6nd a great 
deal of trouble, (hould fuch complaints 
be brought againft them at court/' 

Sbuey-guwin having thus obtained 
leave to retire, was ready to leap out 
of his ikin for joy : but when he was 
gQt without the audience where the 

others 
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others were waiting for him, he (hrug- 
ged up his fhouiders, and made {ign« to 
them to hold their tongues : at the fight 
of which, and of the petition which he 
held in his hand, they were alarmed ^ 
and being informed of aH that had 
happened, fent in a Sho-poun * or billet 
of thanks, to the Grand Vifitor for hi* 
lenity, and afterwards returned home 
not a Httle afhamed. However Kwo- 
kbi'tzu could not be prevailed oato* 
lay afide his refentment, or to drop 
his purfuit. On the contrary, he was 
the more obftinately refolved to perCCk 
in both;, and recoUefting that Ckun-ker 
bad been gone fome time, he difpatched 
a melTenger to enquire a&er him. 

* A folded paper with a black covers Tran£. 

Now 

J 
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Now Chun-kie in performance of his 
promife had made the beft of his way 
to the court : where as fboa as be ar- 
rived, he delivered to the mihifter 
K'M-Jhthfu the ktter from his Ton. As 
Toon as the Mandarine had read the 
letter, he withdrew with him into his 
library, and inviting him to fit down, 
inquired about his ion's propofal of 
marriage with Shuej-png-fin. " Her 
father, laid he^ is now in difgrace: 
this match cannot be for our credit, 
as we are advanced to fuch a degree 
in the ftatc/* •* This young lady, 
rq>lied the other, is endowed with won- 
derful perfe&ions both of mind and 
perfon, and is of unexampled mo* 
defty; in ihort there is not her fellow 
vb be found in the world Wherefore 

your 
I 
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your Son hath fworn either by gentle or 
violent means to marry her/* Kwo-Jho^ 
Ju laughed and faid, ** I am afraid my 
fon is very weak and fimple. If he had 
a mind to marry her,, he needed not 
have fent to court, when the Cbe-faa 
and Cie-bien, the fathers of the country, 
m^ht eafriy have compleated the mar- 
riage for him. You have bad a greafi 
deal of trouble in coming fo far t and 
now he would give me ftill more, in re** 
quiring me to faid without the wall 
into Tartaiiy for her fachcr*s confent,** 
•« He h^th not been wacfting in applies 
tion to the Che-foa and Cbe-brnf replieci 
the other v he hath left no means to 
prevsul with her unattempted y but Oat 
hath always by very geotle tHit artfoi 
methods found meana M ekide. hit 

purfuit. 
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purfuit. Your Lordfhip mufl not talk 
of the Che-foo and Che-hien^ fincc the 
Grand Vifitor of the province, who 
was your pupil, endeavoured to pro- 
mote the fuit of your fon, but (he 
ib far baffled him, that he hath been 
glad to put forth a declaration, for- 
bidding any one to moleft her on 
the fubjeft of marriage. Now if a 
Mandarine of his rank is afraid to 
meddle with her, who befides dares 
approach her gates ? Kwo-khe-tzu 
therefore had no other remedy, but 
to apply to your Lordfhip." The 
Mandarine Kwo-Jho-fu was furprized at 
this account, and faid, *' Surely this 
is a young lady of fine underftanding, 
and it is on that account my fon fo 
much admires hen But this Sbutf* 

keuye^ 
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keu-ye^ her father, .is a very pofitive 
man: ifhedoe&not heartily approve of 
any. meafure, he is not to be moved to 
engage in it : befides I am not very 
intimate with him. He is a man of 
one word : when he held an audience^ 
there was very little application mad6 
to him, becauie he was known to fa- 
vour no body. He hath only this 
daughter ; and I remember I once ap- 
plied to him about her, but without 
fuccefs. However, as he is now in 
trouble, perhaps he will be nwre incli- 
ned to comply: there feems at prefetit 
a good opportunity to aflc his con- 
fcnt." "But in what manner, (aid 
Cbun-kee, will your Lord(hip apply to 
him ?" " It miift be done, faid the 
other, with all the ufual ceremonies. 
Vol. III. I A friend 
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A friend muft firft be employe^ to 
break the matter : afterwards we mofk 
fend a prefent. But here lies the dilB^ 
cuky : as he is diftant from us no k& 
than two hundred leagues, I cannot afk 
any Mandarine of great quality to go 
fb far. 1 believe I mud write a letter 
and beg the favour of you to carry it^ 
together with the prefent'* Chun kii 
replied, ** Your Lord(hip may com- 
mand my belt iervices* Let me alio 
carry letters to fuch of the great Man- 
darnes there as are able to inHuence 
him." ** You arc right,** (aid the Mi- 
nifter ^ and accordbgly ieleding a for- 
tunate day, he wrote the letters and di& 
patched him with them. 

CHAP. 



A CHINESE HISTORY- 1 15, 

C HAP* VU. 

[♦TWT O W the cafe of] the Mah^ 
-A-^ -dirine Sbuey-km-ye [was ai 
foHows^i} tipon recemng notice that a 
ivaf had broke out ^ith the ^artarsi 
aAd ^at there was not any valiant 
tti^ to head the troops > [Jie had] 
made inquiry after fuch a perfon, and 
[had] found among the people of hid 
audience f a man called Hu-hkUi one 

of 

* From the Editor^s additions rndaded inr 
brackets, the Reader will perceive Kow abrupt the 
tranfitiot) is in the original. The fame abrapt^ 
aefe It obfervable throoghottt the whole faiflory. 

t All the ofHcera of war throughout tjhe CM^ 
tii/t entire, froin the higheft to the loweft, m 
under the >nM4(di£iio» of iht frihunal of Jrmsp 
whichvakhoagjh compoied q£ oone but literary 
Mandarines, hath the abfol.ate and ii^tire direc* 
cion of all military affairs, in China the pro- 

I 2 {t&QXl 
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of the north-weft country, who had 
offered hinafclf for that fcrvicc. Of this 
Sbuey keu-ye informed the Emperor, 
who coniented to employ him, there 
b^ing none other that cared to go 
igEtinft the enemy* He was accord^ 
ingly conftituted General, with orders 
to go and vifit thole parts that wer^ 
the feat c^ war, and to ad as he fliould 



fciSoQ of arms is held vaiily iDferior and fiib- 
ordinate to that of letters. This, together with 
their oatnral effcmtoacy, aad the conftaat peace 
^hey generally enjoy, will account for the an- 
warlike turn oftYie'Chifif/e. 

,P, Semedo tells us that it was ufual [at lead 
in his time] for the Chine/e to fend with their 
armies a man of the long robe, who had tht 
fopreme command, even over the General him- 
felf. This Mandarine was always in the middle 
of the main baitalia^ and many times a day's 
joamey from the field of adion ; (o that alchongk 
he wbuld be too remote to give orders, he was 
aTways ready to ran tway the iirft in cafe of 
danger. Sttp. loo. 

think 
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think bcft for the public fervice. He 
executed thefe orders with fuch difpatchj 
that he would not ftop to pay theufuat 
vifits •of ceremony to an/ of the other 
Mandarines in command, but wto't irtti 
mediately in fearch of the enemy. Thii 
gave ifo much difgufl: to thofe oilicerfi 
that they would not go to his alHJdancc^ 
nor unite their forces with his. Ntf^ 
verthelefs he attacked the enemy, an^ 
had a (harp engagement for a whoffc 
day with equal advantage on both fidesl 
Small as this fuccefs was, it was repre- 
fented ftill lefs to the Emperor by the 
difafTefted Mandarines, and both he 
and Shuey-keu-yS were fufpended from- 
their employments ; the one being fcnt 
to prifon, and the other an exile into 
Tartary. 

I 3 The 
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The latter had now remained abpu( 
^ ye^r iQ bani(hmeot : where, although 
be ftiU retained his dignity of Manda- 
rinCf thfx was taken little notice of him« 
and he had fmall hopes of returning 
horpe. One morning a fervant belong* 
ing to his tribunal (for notwithftand* 
ipg bis di^r^ce be ilill had an hall of 
audience a/Tigped bi<n) came to tdj 
him that there was a meilenger arriycd 
fr<wn. P^'kif^^ with letters from one of 
the Minifters of ftate. Shuf^-keu-yi^ 
who had looked upon himfelf as intire^ 
ly forgotten at court, was furprized at 
this news. Ncverthelefe he ordered 
the meffenger to be admitted. Chun" 
kii was accordingly (hewn in, attended 
by two fervants whom he had brought 
with him. He performed his reve- 
rences. 
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fences, and prefentcd a Tieb-ife or billet 
ef compliment^. The Mandarine pe- 
rufed ic, and ^oidAjoigCiun-'kU to be no 
fervant, but ^vparticuiar acquaitlhuice 
of the perfoik who fent him» defined 
him 'to fitdownk ; ^ I am fo unhappy, 
laid he, as to be out o£ favour : and 
it is a long while. fitice I have been 
taken notice oCby any one^ Hovr 
happens it then, that you arc come fo 
far to me ? Upon what account V^ *^ i 
fliQuld not have taken this Ubefty, n* 
plied the other, had I not been fent by 
KwQ-Jho'fu^ whofe bufinefs abroad I 
&metimes traniad : and it is on his 
account that 1 have now taken £) long 
a journey." " When I was at court, 
laid Shuey-keu-yiy I had very little ac- 
quaintace with that Mandarine. I fgp- 
I 4 pofe 
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pofe therefore my puniflimcnt is now; 
going to be increafed." Cbun-kec re^ 
plied, ^* It will not be long before your 
Lordfliip will return to Pe-king : 1 ZM 
only cotne at prefent in behalf of this 
nobkman^s fon, who . defines yo/ot 
daughter in marriage : but as (he hath 
not your permiflion or order, I am 
lent to intreat you to grant it/* Then 
afking the fervants for the letter, he 
prelented it to Sbuef-keu-ye : who open^ 
ing it, and having read it, thought 
that the whole affair was not rightly 
condu(5ted, according to the manner 
among people of quality; nor fuii^ 
ably to the dignity of his rank. At 
the fame time being not unacquainted 
with the character of Kwo-khi-tzu^ and 
having no great opinion of the Man* 

darine 
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darine hisfather, be, refqlyed not to 
corifent. toi tlieir requefl:,; This refo-- 
lution . be . Was the .rathujf confirmed 
in, as.Jie fuppofed if , his daughter had 
approved ofi it, they woulc^ never have 
km fo far to h'nn. :After fome paufe, 
Chun- kei took tjbe libertjr to a(k hin} 
if he had read the letter. He repliedj 
" I have, and thank you for the great 
trouble you have been at in bringing 
it : I am obliged lo Kwch/ho-fu iox the 
high honour he doth me : and fhould 
efteem it great good fortune that he is 
pleafed to defire my daughter for his 
.^jm : but only that. I am now undq: 
Tw^Majefty's difpkpfure, and removed 
above two hundred leagues from home, 
from whence I have been abfent five 
year» at court, an4-t)ne in banifhment. 

As 
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As I have no ion, and only this daugh-* 
tcr, who is unto me as a fon, and as 
fuch hath the whole diredion of my 
houfc, I (hall therefore permit her 
to govern herfelf in this affair accord- 
ing to her own inclinations. If Kuv-^ 
kbi-tzu had fo great a defire to marry 
Jier, why did not he apply to the Che- 
foo and Cbe-bien^ who are the public 
guardians of the people ^^^-ind to my 
brother Shutf-guwin? What need had 
he to take fo much trouble in fending 
fo far?" "Sir, replied Cbun-kei, you 
jpeak very well; and Kwo-khi-tzu did 
laft year purfue the method you <fe* 
fcribe ; but after (he had many times 
put him off, (he at length confefled, 

• The Cbinffe idibm is, " Who arc tlic 
*• Grandfather and Fadkr of the people." 

it 
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it was becaufe flie ,b^ not your per- 
miflion, and therefore he hach got mp 
to xrome for it/* 

The MsLnd^rxnQ.Skup'keuye judged 
from his difcourfe, that his dapghtcr 
was not inclined to marry Kwokbi tzu\ 
and therefore he laid, " As I am now 
in difgrace, I look upon it that I havp 
nothing to do with my family, nor 
can I pretend to dtipofe of my daugb? 
ter. I have beea here a. twelvemonth^ 
and have not fo much as fent honit 
one letter : and it i& becaufe I am not 
yet acquitted. Now under thefe cir- 
cumftances, (hould I pretend to give 
put an order about my daughter, it 
would aggravate my offence: \ dare 
not therefore offer to do it." C-tmkee 

faid 
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ftid, **Lct mc have but your word, 
krtd It will be fufficicnt." H* was 
very importunate, infomuch that SbUrf* 
keu-ye grew downright angry, and faid, 
that it was not a thing of a flight or 
indiflferent nature : and cuftom required 
that there fliould be more than two to 
concert fo important an affair as mar- 
riage. Without any further fatisfaftion 
hedifmified him,but ordered himalodg^ 
itig : from whence Cbun-kee often paid 
hitn vifits, but to nopufj^ife: he there- 
fore fent to all the nd^jBouring Man- 
darines, and got them to (peak to him 
on the fubjeft of the marriage. They 
were accordingly very urgent and 
prcfling, which made Sbuey-keuye fo 
uneafy, that he fent for Cbun-kee and 
faid : ^' I never did any ill to thp Man- 

•'■ darine 
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darine Kwo-Jho^fu: ^hy then doth he 
give me fo much trowble, and is fc?" 
taking my daughter by force ? C^ 
home, and tell him, I will never com- 
pel her to aft againft her inclinations. 
As for myfelf, \ never expeft to carry 
my bones home again: my life is to 
me of little value: [but I will not. 
i^ake my daughter miferable,] Nay 
Ihould the Ertjperor himfelf order me 
to compel her, I would ftill leave her 
^o her own choice : and (hould all the 
Mandarines here my fuperiors do their 
utmoft to make me fufFer, I regard it 
not. Therefore take your letter and 
yQur prefent back again.'* 

. f^kun^kie finding it wpuld be in vain 
to perfift, packed up his baggage and 

returned 
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returned to thi cbuft. Where bciiig 
arriv^ with no litrfe (banrve for his 
HI fucccfs, he ^z}fe'h^tk to Kwo-Jba-fu 
his kttcr and prefenti • At which the* 
Mittifter was very ttmtb inraged, att4 
refolyed to refenf k the firft oppar- 
cunity . It was not long before he found 
ori^i -^for there being a denfiand for 
more troops to go againit the Tartars^ 
ortf jiccount of the haroQ and lofe whic& 
had been made of thofe who went bcffore ; 
that Mandarine, when he advifed the 
Emperor of it^ did not fail to lay the 
biame on the former mifmmagement 
of Shuey-keu-ye^ and on that of his ge- 
neral Hu'biau : reprefentiAg to hh Ma^ 
jcfty, that if they were taken off by 
tftiET punifi^rkent they deferred, warti- 
Ofs- enow woutd ofkt themfet^^ sind 
3 bring 
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bring the war to a condufiion : but thai 
this could not be expelled till all fuf« 
picion was taken away of their ever re* 
turning into employment; in the dif- 
charge of which they had both ren- 
dered tbemfelves extremely odious. 

The Emperor approved of this re- 
monflrance, and referred it to the con* 
fideration of the San-fa-tjeby or tribunal 
of three*: which was commanded to 

ailemble 



* The TrrhuHol of Three is conpofed of the 
folIowiBg trtbttoaU ; viz. of the Hing-pmy or Tri- 
bunal of crimes ; of the Tah4$'fii^ which may 
be called The Triboml of vevifon * ; and of thv 
TUh'cha^yvm^ or Superior Tribmal of vifitors. 

The lail of thefe hadi been ahvadjr dcfcribed 
\^ ifoL 2. pag, id;, note.'] and ought every 
where to have Imcb entkled, as here. See P. Mr^. ; 

The Ping-pM^ ot Tribmiat of mmie^ is one of 

die 

• See littns eMf, xix. 1 6». n. 
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aflemble and isxamine into the cdndu^ 
of Hu'ldau in ^rder to bring that ge- 
neral to juftice. 

the fix fovcreign courts at Pe-king, [See no4e vol. 
z.p. 279.] and hath ander it fourteen fubor- 
dinate tribunals according to the number of pro- 
vinces. It belongs to them to examine , try 
and puniih all criminals throughout the empire. 
P. Du Halde^ n). \.p. 249, ^c. 

The Tribunal oi Tab-U-Ju^ i. e. of fupremc rca- 
fon or juftice^ is as it were the great Chancery 
of the empire. It examines in the laft appeal 
the judgments and fentences pailed in other tri- 
bunals : efpecially in crimrnal causes, or in mat- 
ters of great moment P, Mag. /. 228. P. Se- 
medo^p. 125. 

When the Tribunal of Crimes hath paiTed fen- 
tencc of death on a perfon, whofe crime was 
not very clear, or when any perfon is to be 
condemned in a cafe that would admit of donbt» 
'* the £mperor, (fayii P. Magalbaims) refers it 
always to the San-fa-fu [or tfelii] which is as it 
wdre hb council of confcience. Then the three 
tribunals aboVementioned aHemUe together, ei- 
ther to re- examine the merits of the caufe, or to 
pafs the more folemn feotence. As it is doc 
Co eafy to corrupt them thus united, as feparate, 
grbat regard is had to their decifion, which is 
generally confirmed by the Emperor. P. Mag. 
/. 229. Letlres edif. xix. 162. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. * 

THE tribunal, of three having re- 
ceived the Emperor's commif- 
fion, appointed a day to hear and de« 
terminc the caufc of Hu-hiau. When 
that day came, as foon as the Manda- 
rines were feated, the Suprcitic Vice-roy 
Tieb-ying being one of them, that unfor-: 
tunate general was brought out of pri- 
fun, and entered upon his trial* . : . > 

It happened that the fame day Tieb^ 
chung-u arrived at P^-izV/jr, where he 
had never been fince his return from 
Shan-tong. As foon as he alighted he 

• Chap. XIV. In the Tranflator's manufcript. 
Vol. III. K in- 
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inquired for his father. His mother 
told him he was gone upon »an affair 
of great importance : that there was a 
great officer or valiant manf tb be 
brought to juftice. He replied, ** As 
there is a war, and valiant men are ne- 
ceffary at this critical junfture, why do 
they feek to deftroy them? I will go 
and hear the trial : perhaps my. father 
xnay be drawn over to the opinion of his 
cofHeagues, and not follow the diftates 
of his natural candour and juftice/* 
Then going to the audience *, he was 
ttrnck with the fighrof Hubiau already 
condemned, and bound, waiting for 
fais execution •, having been fentencedto 



f Thcfe feem to be fynonymous in the Cbinefi 
language. 



4 CHINESE JiJSTOJlY. ^3ir 

•jlofe his head threje qy^irtcrs of an hour 
;ifter noon. There was a great crpw^ 
.of ip.e<3:ators, tbro.ugh the ,m^dl^ of 
.who.ai the youth forced his way to get 
jnearer to the coademoed pe^ f^n. H^ 
^rceived hm tpi^e very young, twt^f 
A hold and daundefs afped : his look wild 
S^id fierce a3 <bat of a tyger : his eyqs 
Aery : his throat Jarge^ yet long like a 
: crane's ; his body ftrong and well fet -f*. 



f What attention the Chinefe pay to the com- 
plexion and features of their generals, we ciajr 
learn from Dionys, Kao, a .native of China. This 
haneft writer defcribing the image of ^jum-in- 
chang [who may be xonfidered as the Mars of 
the Chine/e] tels us, that its face is painted of a 
a very deep blood colour. •* Which fort of 
•* countenance, he adds, is highly elleemed ,by 
" the military men : nay, the whole Chinefe 
*' nation imagine him [r<i/>&^r itj very propitious 
** to them, and fanqy that fuch a fiery flaming 
" £jcevvill inljpirethcm with valour, ^nd enable 
K 2 "•' them 
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Tieb'cbung'U wondered what default 
of duty that man could he guilty of 
who had fo promifing an appearance. 
He went up to him, " Sir, faid he, 
of what can they have accufed you, 
who feem to be fo valiant a pcrfon ? 
How is it, that you have been beaten . 
in war?*' At this the other flew into 
a rage, and fternly faid, *' A man can 

die 



'* them to acquit thcmfelves well." F/J. fag, 
126. 

Bat it is not merely from the opinion of its 
being propitious to themfelves, but alfo with 
the politic view of frighting their enemies, that 
the Cbine/e affed a fierce dreadful look in their 
generals. Martinius fpeaks of it as an eftabli(hed 
cuftom, handed down ^om very early times, for 
tiiem to paint the general, (who gains the firfl 
place in their triennial examinations) armed and 
of a gigantic lUture. and to fend this piflure 
round to the neighbouring nations, in order to 
ftrike them with terror. Fid. Hift. pag, 4.05 . 

That the Cbimfi ftill aft upon the Ume views, 

we 
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die but once : and it matters not in 
what manner he dies. But I that 
have ftrength in my arms to carry the 
weight of ten peculs *, and am maftcr 
of eighteen different weapons i", how 

Ihould 

we learn from the elegant writer of Lord Anfon^s 
fuoyage ; for when the Eoglifh were to pafs by 
one of the Chinefe callles, among other artifices 
to make them think more reverently of their 
military power, they had fet a foldier of unufaal 
fize, to llalk about on the parapet with a battle- 
ax in his hand^ and drefTed in very fightly ar- 
mour, which yet our people fufpeded was only 
made of glittering paper. See pag, 540. 

Thefe ridiculous and childifh expedients are 
fufhcient to convince us of the unwarlike turn 
of the Cbine/ey and at how low an ebb is their 
military prowefs. 

* The Pecul (called by the Portaguefe P'tco^ 
and by the Chinefe Tan,) confifts of one hundred 
Catti'or Chinefe pounds, and of about one hundred 
and twenty -five pounds European vtci^l. 

P. Semedo, p. 72. P. Du Halde, vol. i. p. 576, 
Kempfer, p. 367. — Sed vide Dampier fup^ 
pUm,pag, 132. 

+ To give a fhort defcription of the military 
K 3 efta. 
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fhotild I be beaten by any one ? What 
Uvt \ loft? 'Tiir all falfely laid td 
itiy charge:. This I folemnly decferc.' 
Hdwever I muft die : be it fo.'* " Tha£ 
is cfemin, replied the youth ; and yet 

if 



rtablilhmeilt and difclpline of the Chiftefey we 
ttay ot>fervc that a6 the Chinefe have different 
^epc^^ for their literary Mandarines, fo they 
MVefiftiiMr degrees fof their Mandarines of war : 
and have military BachelifrSy Licentiates and 
DbSibrs : in like manner as in f ranee, they had 
forrticrly knights belonging to the law, as well 
as the army. 

*rhe lilariner of their military examinations 
ts ftot JUnlike thofe for the literary degrees. [See 
ttotd, ^ol. I. p. 8.] l he candidates have a them6 
or fubjeft given them relating to the art of war, 
en which they are to compoie difTcrtations and 
difeourfes in writing. 1 his done, they arc re- 
quired to (hew their fkill in (hooting, riding and 
managing their arms, and to give various proofs^ 
df th«ir dexterity and llrcngth. It is feidom 
that any are admitted into command without 
having taken one or other of thefe degrees. 

The Mandarines are required often to exercifc 
and wview the foldiery. Which however con- 

fifU 
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if yQU had npt been guilty of the charge 
kid ^gainft you, why (hould juftice 
be exerted in io extraordinary a man* 
mv ? But if you have any thing to 
aUedge in your vindication, you mufl 



^fts only ip fome diford^rly marches, in makinf^ 
mock fights, and in rallying to the found of 
horns and trumpets. Not but they are taught 
to drayv the bow and handle the fj^bre \yith 

freat addrcfs: and cfpecially are required to 
eep their arms and armour bright and clean. 
As the militaiy life in Cl?ina is feldom attended 
cither with toil or danger, from the almoft con- 
tinual peace and tranquillity of the empire, it 4$ 
bedowed as a favour on fuch as can make friends 
with the Mandarines, their fervicc being com- 
monly confined to the places of their abode, and 
is only to fupprefs robbers, &c. fo that they 
mny at proper times follow their own employ- 
Ipent9. — The military Mandarines are computed 
at 18,000, and the foldiery at above 700,000, 
The pay of a foot foldier is about five pence 
^nd a pint of rice ftr day : and of the horfe ixx 
proportion. 

P. Du Halde, v. i. p. 260. &c, P. Sem&^o^ 
p. 96. &c. Mod. Univ. Hiil. viii. 150. 
Lettres.cdif. R. 5. p. I56. 

K 4 fpeak. 
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fpeak, now is your time.*' Hu-hiau 
fetched a deep figh and only faid, " The 
prefent times are vile and corrupted.** 
•* Well, faid Tieb-chung-u, if you are 
unwilling to break through your rc- 
ferve, I will only afk you one thing; 
llippofing you (hould be releafcd, would 
you undertake to go now againft the 
encniy." " Why not? replied he; is 
it not my duty ? To do it a thouiand 
times, I Ihould look upon as no-^ 
thing.'* The youth faid no more to 
him, but afked the people what o'clock 
k was, and was anfwered pad ten. 
Upon which he opened a way through 
the crowd, and got into the hall of 
audience, where were feared the three 
prcfidcnts of the tribunal. He cried 
out aloud, ** Health to you all, my 

Lords ! 
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Lords ! You are all great officers un- 
der his Majefty : it therefore behoves 
you to do your beft for the publio 
weal. At prefent there is great want 
of men of valour ; and none can be 
got notwithftanding the proclamation 
for luch to appear. The manner of 
your prefent proceedings tends not to 
the advantage, but the detriment of the 
empire. Pray is this man facrificed 
to public juftice, or any private confi- 
deration ?'* The three Mandarines, who 
had not very willingly pafTed fentence 
upon HH'hiaUj but had done it merely 
to gratify their fuperiors, were not 
difpleafed to fee a perfon appear in his 
vindication: although they were dif- 
gufted at the little refpeft he (hewed 
them. 

The 
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The Prefident of Crimes after fonjc 
time, perceived he was the fon of their 
colleague, the Suprcn^ Viceroy : who 
alfo himfelf difcovered who he was. 
Upon which he ilruck his hand on the 
table and faid, " How dare you conie 
here in this impertinent and bold man- 
ner, where it is death to do it ? Take 
hold of him and bind him. I acknow-* 
ledge no relation to him in this place." 
^eb'ihung-u cried out, " No, no : that 
bnotjuftice: hear me bsfore you or-r 
der me to be feized. I only a(k your 
Lordfhips, why. doth the Emperor 
place the drum at the gate of his palace, 
but that the people may have redrefs 
diere, when they can obuin it no where 
clfe?** The Supreme Viceroy faid, 
•* Who are you ? and what acquaint- 
3 ance 
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inct -have you with the condemne<| 
j^erfon ?** He anfwefe^sl, •* I know him 
hot, but perceiving him. to be a valiant 
manj slnd one that may do his country 
and th^ Emperor fervice, [I came in his 
bchatf*]** His father replied, " What 
bufinefs is^ it of your's what he is, ot 
what he can* do ?" Then he ordered the 
officers attending the tribunal to take 
and bind him. The two other Manr 
darinest deflred his imprifonttient might 
be deferred for a moment, atid calling 
him to the. table before the tribunal^ 
faid, ** You'lhew a good itttention and 
f6und principle in what you fay, but 
ybu n*!uft confider that things mull: 
be carried on according t5 [the forms 
of] juftice, and nw:; with fo much 
precipitation. Hil-hiau hath been a 

year 
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year in prifon, and the Mandarine 
Sbuey-keu-ye as long in banifliment; 
and hitherto none have appeared in their 
behalf. The former of thefe hath to- 
day been brought to his trial, and been 
condemned : to acquit him now would 
be ridiculous, and caufe a deal of con- 
fufion and anger from the Emperor. 
The Mandarine Kwo-Jho fu hath already 
informed his Majefty of the fentence of 
death paft by us : how then is it poflible 
to recall it?'* Tieb-cbung-u hearing thefe 
words, fetched a deep figh, and faid, 
•* What you have done is all out of re- 
gard to your own interefts, and not to 
the good of your country . Your Lord- 
ihips cannot but know, that in former 
days it was frequent for Mandarines to 
oppofc injufticc 5 or at leaft to refufc 

to 
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to do any thing in prejudice of their 
country, or againfl: their confcience, 
notwithftanding it might be ftrongly 
prefled upon them by the Emperor 
himfelf*. Wherefore do you ftudy 
law and juftice, if thus you ad fubfer- 
vient to higher powers ?" 

The 



* Among a people fo interefted as the Cbine/e, 
it will not be wondered at that reafon and juftice 
are fxsquently given up en the flighteil intima* 
tion of the Emperor's pleafare : and yet the 
hitlory of China can produce feme inftances 
of iirmnefs and integrity in oppoiing oppreilive 
■ meafures, that would do honour to the patriots 
of Greece and Rome, There have been minifters, 
who have gone to make remonftrances to the 
Emperor with fuch firm expectation of death 
for their boldnefs, that they have carried their 
coffins with them to the gate of the palace. [See 
P. Le Compte, torn, z.p. 35. P. Du Halde^ i./. 
250.] And with what delicacy and addrefs 
they can fometimes reibrain the paffions of their 
princes may be feen in the following inftance. ' 

•• TJieking of Tfi, faith a Cbineje author, had 
a horfe which he loved^ and this horfe died thro* 

the 
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. The two other Mandarines to .whom 
he addrefled him&lf had nothing to 
.reply: but hi* father cried out, "What! 
•are you snadf 1 -tell you ientence is 

Ahe negleQ of liis groom. The f rlnce in a rage 
fnatched up a lance and .was going t;o difpatdi 
him. The Mandarine Yen-tfe who was prcfent 
turned afide the blow^.and inib.Dtly ^dreifing 
himfelf to his matter, faid, ** Sire, that man was 
• ipn the point of lofing his life before he knew 
the heinoufneis of his crime." " I confent, faid 
the king, that you make him fenfible of it/* 
Then the minifter taking up the lance and aiming 
,it at the criminal: ** Wretch, faid he, attend to 
■ your crimes, which are aa follows ; in the firft 
place, you hare caufed the death of a horfe, 
which your prince committed to your efpecial 
care, and thereby have dtferved death. Second- 
]y ; you have caufed my prince to fall into fuch 
.a paHion, that he would have .killed you with 
his own hands: behold another crime more 
grievoufi than the firfL Laftly '; yon would have 
- caufed all the other princes and neighbouring 
ftates to have leen that my prince will take 
away a man's life for the death of a horfe, 
and thus his reputation wou* « have been ruined : 
and you, wretch, are the occafion of all this." — 
'* Let him go, faid the prince; let him go: I 
pardon his fault.'* ?. DuHalde^ vol. i. p. 600. 

paflcd 
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paffed, and he muft die/' Thefe 
words very much grieved Tiei-chung-u^ 
who faid, " Will you then have no pity 
on fo brave and valiant a man as this ?" 
** H^i'biauy replied the Supreme Vice- 
roy, is condemned according to law, 
and his death muft be looked upon 
with no more remorfc than that of a 
■kid. Of what fervice would pity be, 
where it is out of our power to relieve 
Tiim ?** " This is no common perfon, 
faid his fon, you do not know his 
qualifications, he is not to be matched 
among all the great men, that guard 
the wall of ten thoufand furlongs f . 

It 

t ran-Ii Tchang Tching, i. c. " The wall of 
ten thoufand Lee^ or 16,000 Lee in length.*' It 
is thus the Chinefe fpeak of that ftupendous wall, 
which feparatca their northern provinces from-n 
Tartary. :' v 

This 



^ 
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It hath been cuftom'ary when fuch men 
have committed a fault : not to put 
them to death, but to let them take it 



This prodigiou'^ work was undertaken two hun- 
dred and fifteen years before Chrift, to fecure three 
great provinces from the irruptions of the Tar- 
tars. In order to execute it, every third man 
was draughted out of each of the provinces. 
To Uy the foundation on the fea coafl, feveral 
fhips were funk loaded with (lones and iron. 
The workmen were not to leave the lead chink 
between the ftones on forfeiture of their lives : 
hence the work is almod as intirc at prefent, at 
when it ^as fird builc. It is about fifceen hun- 
dred miles in length, and broad enough for fix 
horfemen to ride a- bread upon it. 

This wall is admirable on two accounts. Ft'rfi 
that in its courfe from ead to wed, it runs in fe- 
veral places with a gradual afcent over very high 
mountriins, and is fortified with very large tow- 
ers no more than two bow-fhots afunder. The 
/econ/i is, that this wall does not run in a (Iraight 
line, but turns and winds in feveral places, ac- 
cording to the difpofition of the mountains, 
fo that the north part oi Clfina may be faid to be 
cncompafled with three walls indead of one. 

This work was but five years in building. 

P. Du Halde, vol. p. 20. 260. Sec. Martin. At- 
las, p. i^Mc, P.LeCompte^tom. i. p. 115. 

oif 
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off [allone fir if] by fome fervice 
or other of great importance to their 
country. Why then (hould not this 
man be fufFcred to take oflf his crime 
in the fame manner ?'* The two Man- 
darines agreed it was reafonable : " But 
whOj faid they, will be fecurity for his 
performing fuch adtions, as fliall merit 
a pardon ?" Tieh-chung-u faid, " I will, 
reftore him but to his former office, and 
if he docs not anfwer your expedta- 
tions, then take off my head.** 

The two other Mandarines difcourfed 
the matter over with his father : " As 
your fon, faid they, hath offered him- 
felf fecurity for Hu-hiau here before all 
the world, we are thereby impowered to- 
draw up a petition in his behalf, with- 
Vol. III. L out 
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out the imputation of partiality, or of 
taking illegal fteps to fave his life.** 
The Supreme Viceroy perceiving this 
was no more than reafonable, ordered 
the criminal to be lent back to prifbn, 
and commanded Tieb-chung-u to draw 
up a writing of fecurity in his behalf. 
Which being done and properly Ggned, 
he ordered a chain to be fixed round 
his neck, and fent him to prifon after 
the general. 

The three Mandarines after this 
drew up a petition, wherein they ac- 
quainted his Majefty with their proceed- 
ings. As It was a time of war, bu- 
finefs was not long before it was dif- 
patched, fo that if a Mandarine gave 
in a petition one day, his Majefty 
3^ would 
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would anfwer it himfelf the next. Th« 
Emperor anfwered their petition in the 
following manner. 

" Whereas there 15 a great want 
•* of men of valour to fcrve in the 
" wars without the wall ; and whereas 
" Tieh'cbufig'Uy fon of the Supreme 
*' Viceroy, hath offered himfelf as fe- 
" curity for the good behaviour of 
" Hu'knau ; I therefore fufpcnd his exc- 
*' cution, and inveft him with the 
*' fame command he had heretofore. 
*' I iikewife give him a fword to put 
*' to death any perfon that fliall diC- 
*' obey command, or negledl his du- 
" ty : and wherever the war may be, 
*^ he hath full power to command there, 
** as I cxpedk he will be no where (inv- 
L 2 ** properly] 
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•' properly] abfent. Wherefore if he 
** behaves well, and comes oflp with 
** fuccefs, my favour fhall exalt him : 
** otherwife he fhall feel his punifti- 
*' ment the heavier. 

" Shuey-keu-ye firft recommended 
*' and affifted him, and now Tieb^ 
" cbung u hath offered himfelf for his. 
*' fccurity: after this if he doth not 
** behave well, I (hall feverely call to 
** account thofe two perfons, as much 
*' defcrving to be punifhed as himfelf. 
*' Wherefore let him well confider 
'* this, and forthwith depart to his 
" charge." 

This order was carried by a Man- 
darine properly attended to HAbiaUj 
whom together with Tieb-cbung-u they 

took 
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took out of prifon. Thefe two perfons 
went to return thanks to the three 
Mandarines their judges: and after- 
wards took up their abode in the houfe 
of the Supreme Viceroy -, where they 
got every thing ready in order to re- 
pair to the wars. Two days after they 
departed for their charge properly * 
equipped, with a gallant retinue of fol- 
diers and other attendants; and being 
arrived at the wall, the officers there 
(hewed them great refpeft, feeing lU- 

hiau 



* As the literary Mandarines travel in great 
pomp to their governments, carried in (edans, &c. 
fo the military Mandarines, who travel common- 
ly on horfeback, no lefs afFe£l an air of gran- 
deur. Indeed their horfjs are roc very beaa- 
tiful, but their harnefs is extremely fumptuous, 
the bits and ftirrups being either Alver or gilt, 
'i'he faddle is very rich : the reins of the bri- 
dle are made of coarfe pinked fattin two /ingers 
L 3 broad. 
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biau return with the Emperor's fword. 
They had not been gone fix months^ 
before this general had fuch fignai luc* 
crefs, that he put an end to the war, 
and every where re eftablifhed peace 
and tranquillity. Upon which the 
Emperor advanced him to a higher 
command, and rtdortd Shueykeu-y^ to 
his former office. His Majefty alfo 
applauded die wifdom and integrity of 
Tieh'cbtmg'U, and would have created 
him doftor of law : but the youth 



broad. From the upper part of the cheft hang 
two great locks of fine red hair (fuch as their 
caps are covered with) fufpended by iron rings 
either gilt or Ijlvered. Their retinue confifts of 
^ great number of horfemen, p2rt going be- 
fore and part behind them : without reckoning 
their domcflics, who are clad either in black 
i'attin or dyed calico, according to their madcr^s 
quality. 
P. Du Haldc, vol. i.p. 285. 

rcfufed 
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refufed to accept of any fuch diftinc- 
tion, for he faid unlefs he could arrive 
4t that honour bv his learning, he was 
unworthy of it. 

CHAP. IX. 

THE Mandarine Kwojbo fu was 
fo mortified by this difappoint- 
inent that he was afhamed to appear 
in public, and begged to lay down his 
office under pretence of indilpofition. 
On the other hand, Shuey-keu-yc had 
no fooner returned to court but he 
was made Shang-Jhu^ or Prefident [of 
the tribunal of arms.] The Manda- 
. fines who had threatened him for re- 
fufing to liften to their propofals in 
favour of Kwojbo- fu and his fon, were 
L 4 afraid 
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afraid he would now remember them. 
But he told them when they came to 
vifit him and afk his pardon, that they 
could not be blamed for ailing as 
they did, and that the harm which 
might have accrued was owing to him-r 
fclf. As foon as he had waited on 
the Emperor, he went immediately to 
vifit the Supreme Viceroy and his (on. 
That Mandarine received him in per- 
fon, but his fon was abfent : the other 
inquired after him, but was told he 
was gone into the country to ftudy. 
*' I am come, faid Shuey-keu-ye^ to pay 
my acknowledgments to the young 
gentleman for the benefit I have re- 
ceived from his wifdom and courage ; 
and nothing would rejoice me fo much 
as to fee him." " To morrow, faid 

his 
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his father, I will fend him to vifit 
you." Upon which the other deparu 
ed with great fatisfadtion. 

The Mandarine 3"irV^ did not apr 
prove of his fon's keeping a great deal 
of company, but could not avoid com^ 
plying with the requeft of the Lord 
Prefident J he therefore fent to command 
his fon to vifit him. Tieh-cbung-u faid, 
to the fervant who brought the mef^ 
fage, ** As that Mandarine only came 
to fee us out of compliment, it will 
be fufEcient for my father to return it. 
It would but interrupt my ftudies to 
go to the city : where the public cere- 
moriies would take up more time than I 
can fpare; and fo much company is 
but irkfome." He therefore humbly 

intreated 
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intreated his father not to engage for 
any return of vifits to be made by bim* 
The fervant reported his mefl^ge to 
his matter, who was fo well fatisfied 
with it, that he went and returned 
the vifit alone. Sbuey-km^yi :;lVed for 
his fon : and the other apolc^ized for 
his abfence under pretence that be was 
Indifpofed. " Very well, replied he, 
it b the cuftom of people of ienfe and 
ingenuity not to be forward in making 
themfelves public: as your fon is a 
youth of great wifdom, and chufes to 
live fequeftered from public company, 
I will go to his houfif, and fee him 
there.*' After a * little farther difcourfe 
they parted. 

'* In the original, *' After two wards di.courre.*' 

The 
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The Mandarine Shuey-keu-ye thought 
it a great proof of the young gen- 
tleman's difcretion and good fenfe^ 
that he chofe to be retired. It in- 
creafed his defire to fee him. He 
had formed in his; mind fo favour- 
able an opinion of bim, that hes 
thought he would be a very proper 
match for his daughter, whom npw 
he began t6 think of marrying. He 
accordingly fent a fervant to the vil- 
lage, where Tieb-cbung-u at prefent re- 
fided, to fee if he were at home, and 
being informed that he was, he went 
to fee him on the morrow f : of 
which he gave him the cuftomary 
notice. 

f In the original, " Two days after," or rather 
•* on the fecond da/." 

The 
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- The name of the village was Sei-flfan^ 
or Weft-moufttain, where Tieb-chung-u 
lived retired ; he had juft dined when 
he received notice that the Mandarine 
Shuey-keuye intended him a vifit : the 
name brought to his mind his bc^au- 
tifui daughter Shuey-ping-Jin^ which cau- 
fed him to fetch a deep figh, and led 
him to refleft on the wonderful man- 
ner in which things had happened. 
*' I little thought, faid he, of contri- 
buting to the reftoration of that young 
lady's father, when I became fure- 
ty for Hu'hiau. I was not only the 
happy . inftrument of faving a brave 
man from death, but of bringing- 
back to honour a Mandarine of fo 
much merit. I might row afk him 
for his daughter in maiTiage; if I had 

not 
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not become acquainted with her at 
the Che-bien's tribunal •, and if fhe had 
not received me aftierwards into her 
houfe. But alas ! after all this public 
intercourfe, our union is impoffible, 
unlefs 1 would bring all the calumny 
in the world both upon her and my- 
felf ; and confirm the fufpicion of a pri- 
vate correlpondence." He confidered 
with himfelf whether it was not poffible 
to find out fome means of getting over 
this difficulty : [but his delicacy ralfed 
ib many fcruples, and painted the cen- 
fure of the world in fo terrible a light, 
as extending not only to himfelf, but 
his pofterity, that] at length he faid, 
" I fhall be forced to refufe her, al- 
though her father (hould^makc me the 
offer/* He was buried in thefe dif^ 

trading 
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crafting reflexions, when there was 
Ihewn into the room an old gentleman 
drcffed in the habit of a dodor of law: 
who cried out, " IJiong^ or brother, 
why are you fo difficult of accefs *, that 
I could not fee you before to-day ?*' 
•' Surely, iiir, faid the youth, you do 
not know me, or you would not fay 
this." Then he paid him the compli- 
ments due to his appearance. When 

thefe 



• It appears from what follows that this is 
Intended as a compliment. 

In a former note, \ruol. 2. /. 9c.] it hath been 
hinted how reputable the charadler of a retired 
iludent is among the Chinsfti and what intenfe 
application it commonly requires to obtain a 
competent knowledge of their literature. The 
opinion of the Chinefc tiiemfclvcs on this head 
will be learnt from the following little moral tale, 
which contains a fine leiTon for (>ei{everance. 

•* Z/-// , who under the dynafty of the Hent^ be- 
came one of the fir (I doctors of the court, ad- 
dicted himfelf to his (ludics from his childhood. 

He 
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thefe were over the old gentkitian took 
hold of his hand, and looking eameftly 
in his face, feid, " When I only heard 
of you, IcofiCeivi^d a great elleem fop 
you; which after ail might pofllbly 
have been ill-grounded : but now I 
muft confefs the fight of you increafes 
that efteem, and gives me great fatis- 
faftion. Yefterday I went to pay yon 



He came one year to the general examination 

of the province; but meeting with bad fuc- 
ccfs, he dtfpaired of ever obtaining a degree : 
he therefore refolved to give up learning, and 
to turn his views to fome other purfuit. While 
he was ruminating en this fubjed, he met with 
an old woman, who was rubbing an iron pedle 
to and fr6' Upon a whet-flone. '< To what 
purpofe do you do that ?" faid he to her. " I 
want, replied fee, to grind it down *till it be* 
comes fo (harp as to be lit for embroidering." 
Li'pe took the hint, and returned to his ftudies, 
to which he applied with fach renewed ardour* 
that he at length attained to the highefl employ^ 
nients/' P, Du HaUe, vol. l.pag, 386. 



a vifit, 
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a vifit, but only faw your father: he 
told me you did not care to be feen 
in public : I therefore came hither pri- 
vately to vifit you.'* ^ieb-cbung-u at 
thefe words ftarted, faying : " Ah ! 
Sir, you feem to be the Mandarine 
Sbuey-keuye * :** then getting ready a 
Tieb tfiy or billet of compliments, and 
prefenting it to him, he faid, " I hope. 
Sir, you will pardon me, that although 
you are a perfon of fo much honour^ 
I did not know you." '* Why did 
I come here, replied the other, but to 
thank you for being the caufe of my 
return to court : as likewife to be ac« 
quainted with a youth of fuch uncom- 



• In the original it is, •* ShueyAeu-ye Lau-fien^ 
" ytf»^." The three lad wjrds {i%xi\iy an elder 
in learning, Tranf. 

moa 
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mon endowments as fame reports you 
to be poffeffed of?" " Pray, Sir, excufe 
me, {sidTieb'chung'Ui it proceeded from 
my not being fufficiently acquainted 
with you, that I did f\ot pay that relpe6t 
to you I ought in waiting upon you* 
yefterday. I am now very fenfible of 
my error." After thefe compliments, 
he ordered an entertainment to be got 
ready. At the fight of that, Shuey- 
keu-^ev/zs very well pleafed, as it would 
afford them an opportunity for difcourfe. 
Accordingly their converfation turned 
upon hiftory, antiquity, poetry, law, 
and other fubjeds proper for learned 
and ingenious men. After thefe topics^ 
were exhaufled, the old Mandarine faid, 
he had one word to ipeak, which he 
hoped the other would not take amifs. 
•* My Lord, faid Iteb-cbtrng-u^ as I am 
Vol. III. M ^ovi^: 



i62 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 

your fon and difciple*, why do you 
Ihcw me fo much condefcendon ?** •* I 
have no fon, replied the other, but one 
only daughter, who hath juft attained 
her eighteenth year. If I am not par- 
tial to her, I never faw a young wo- 
man of fuch beautiful features, or of 
ib 6ne a perfon : and as to knowledge 
Jn books, I believe there are none 
able to converfe with her, except your- 
felf. This I mention, as I have a great 
value for you % but if you don't believe 
me, examine firft into the tr^th of it 
yourfclf : if you find it to be true, you 
fliall have her for. your wife.** Tieb- 
cbmg'U was fo furprized, and confound- 
ed at thefe words, that he could give 
no anfwer^ but remained as it were 



* Thit is a iifaal complinient aoiong the CJ^- 
ni/i h'ttrati. Scc note, vol. %. pag. 

thun- 
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thunderftruck, and fighed deeply with 
a great appearance of concern in his 
face. Sbuey-keu-je obferving his looks, 
faid, "Perhaps you arc already en- 
gaged.** The other fhook his head, 
and anfwcred, " No !** " Perhaps then, 
replied he, you do not think all is 
true that I tell you.** " Sir, faid the 
youth, it is impoflible for a man or 
woman to excell in underftanding fo 
piuch as. fhe doth, but a whole king- 
dom muft be acquainted with it. You 
have fpoke nothing but truth, and your 
offer would be exceedingly acceptable 
to any one, but myfelf : circumftanced 
as I am, I fhould be very blameable to 
accept of it.** The Mandarine hear- 
ing him fpeak fo obfcurcly, faid, " You 
are a perfon of an open generous heart -, 
M 2 you 
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you muft tell me what you mean/* 
** Sir, faid he, when you get home you 
wiU underftand every thing." The 
Lord Prefident imagined there might 
be fomething or other amifs^ which had 
not yet reached his ears : this he thought 
the more probable, as he had been fo 
long from home, and had not heard 
any news from thence : he therefore 
dropt the fubjed, and after fome little 
difcourfe upon indifferent topics took 
his leave, and went home. 

As he went along he could not help 
receding on the engaging afpedt of 
Tieb'cbung'Uf and what a proper huf- 
band he would be for his daughter; 
he therefore could not eafJy refoive 
to part with him. Nay he thought 

he 
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iie could difcern in his words and man- 
ner, as through a mill, that he had a 
fecrct inclination for her, although he 
feemed to have fome great objedion : 
what that was he could not poflibly 
divine, unlefs (he had been guilty of 
any mifconduft : " But that, faid he, 
cannot be ; I know her to be of the 
mod fteady temper, and immoveable 
virtue. Perhaps this Kwo-kbe-tzu^ out 
of revenge. for my refufmg him my 
daughter, hath played her fome trick, 
or reported ill of her, which hath oc- 
cafioned this difguft in Tieb-cbuj^-u : 
however all thefe objeaidns will vanifh, 
if the offer prove but agreeable to the 
Mandarine his father.'* He therefore 
refolved to get an intimate acquaint- 
ance to go and talk over the affair 
M 3 with 



i66 HAU KIOU CHOAAN, 

with the latter ; for from what he had 
heard of his daughter's carriage and 
ingenuity, he thought there was none 
but Tieb'Cbung'U worthy to obtain 
her. 

CHAP, X. 

CHV ET-hu-ye having learnt from 
the friend he employed, that his 
propofals were exceedingly acceptable 
to the Supreme Viceroy, made a great 
entertainment for that Mandarine, who 
when he returned told his wife all 
that had pafled. Shebfoo-jin^ or my 
lady Sbebj agreed that their fon was 
of a proper age to be married-, and 
that Sbuey-ping'Jin was a very defirable 
pcrfon : for (he had heard how flic 

had 
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had condufted herfelf while (he was per- 
fccuted by Kwo-khi-tzu^ and that fhe 
was a moil ingenious and agreeable 
young lady. She thought therefore that 
fuch another could not be found for 
their fon, and that it would be a great 
happinefs to fix him fo welh " And 
yet, faid Ihe, if you aik his confent, you 
will not obtain it ; for he will be fo 
nice and curious that he mud examine 
every thing to the bottom, and will 
be raifing difficulties without occafion^ 
and without end. As the reputation 
of Shuey-pingzfin is fo eftablifticd, and 
her merits and accomplifhments fo 
great, we may contrad firft, and acr 
quaint him with it afterwards.** The 
Mandarine Tieb approved of her opi- 
nion, and told her it intirely agreed 
M 4 with 
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with his own. Then choofing a for- 
tunate day, he made the cuftomary 
prefent to the parent of the young lady. 
At the fame time, he and bis wife 
fent to their fon, and wifhed him joy, 
informing him of the engagement they 
had entered into in his behalf. He 
was very much furprized, and imme- 
diately went to his father and mother. 
*' Marriage, faid he, is an affair of 
confequence, and (hould not be too 
precipitately managed. You have been 
wholly guided by report : but who 
can anfwer for the truth of reports ? 
You may have been deceived in the 
accounts of this lady : and there may be 
caufc CO repent it as long as one lives.'* 
His father alked him whether he fuf. 
peftcd Sbueytpng'Jin to be ugly ? " No ! 

faid 
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faid he : I believe that her completion 
is fair and clear as the moft limpid 
ftream *.** " Perhaps, replied the 
other, you are doubtful of her wit and 
fenfe ?" " Her underftanding, he re- 
plied, furpaffes even that of our fex : 
in whatever (he does there appears fuch 
difcretion ; all her actions are condoft- 
cd with fuch beautiful order, that it 
exceeds imagination.** " Perhaps then, 
faid his father,, (he hath been guilty 
of fomething wrong.** ** No, be an- 
fwered, fhe hath never done any thing 
the leaft amifs/* With that the Su- 
preme Viceroy and the lady Sbeh burft 
into laughter, that he ibould make a 
fcruple of marrying a young lady with 



* Iq the orig. ** There is no water fairer than 
flic.'' 

ib 
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fo many perfeftions, and who had noc 
one quality but what deferved the 
grcateft praife. ** Nay, proceeded the 
youth, I fhould willingly marry this 
young lady, even if it expofed me to fo 
great a misfortune as your diipleafure ; 
for fhe is never abfent from my 
thoughts: but alas! there is a diffi- 
culty, which I can never get over, 
that fhutis me out from all thoughts 
of fuch an undertaking." This faid, he 
immediately told them all that happened 
between htm and the young lady : and 
concluded with bbferving, that his 
having fo lately been the means of 
reftoring her father, would add ftrength 
to the fufpicion of their criminal cor- 
refpondence. As therefore the lofs of 
their good fame was to be the con(e- 

quence 
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quence of their nuptials, he could not 
think of puFchafing even that happinefs 
at fo dear a rate. His father commend- 
ed his nice concern for his reputation : 
*' But what hath happened, faid he, may 
be juftified and cleared up. You arc 
but a young man, and not fo well able 
to judge as myfelf. However this union 
may be rendered more free from ccn* 
fure by your caution." Then his father 
and mother both obferved to him, that 
they were advanced in years : and that 
any delay was fo much lofs of their 
happinefs, as they could enjoy none 
equal to that of feeing him married. 
" You mull not, faid they, yield to 
thefc fcruples : retire to your ftudies, 
and banifli them from your thoughts. 
At a proper time we fhall fend for you. 

It 
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It is too late now for you to objeft to 
this marriage, for our contraft cannot 
be fet afide.*' ^ieb-cbung-Uy perceiving 
the anxious concern of his parents, 
thought it would not become him to 
contend with them farther: but ima- 
gined that if he himfelf ftiould confent, 
the young lady could not eafily be pre- 
vailed on. He therefore faid no more, 
but taking his leave of them, returned 
to his (tudies. 

Shuey-keu-ye having concerted the 
ttiarriage between Tiebcbung-u and his 
daughter, remained very well fatisfied ; 
and as he had been fo long abfenr, 
had a great defire to fee his family. 
He accordingly petitioned his Majedy 
for leave to retire, as being old and 

infirm. 
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infirm. The Emperor, who was defi- 
rous to make up to him the time he 
had Joft in difgrace and baniihrnent, 
would not confent that he fhould fa 
foon lay down his office. He never- 
thelefs petitioned three times. The 
Emperor at length feeing him fo de- 
termined, gave him leave to retire for 
one year, ordering him after the ex- 
piration of it to return to court : at 
the fame time he iifued out a mandate, 
requiring the Mandarines every where 
to entertain him as he pafTed along, 
.and to fupply him with whatever he 
might want. Highly pleafed with this, 
he immediately prepared every thing 
for his journey, and fet out from Peking 
with a very Iplendid retinue, attended 
by a long train of great Mandarines, 

who 
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who accompanied him quite out of the 
dty. But the Mandarine Kwo-Jbo-fu 
was not of their number, having been 
afhamed to appear. 

As foon as the news of what had 
happened arrived at TJee-nanfcOy all 
the Mandarines who refided in or near 
that city, put up chops or red papers 
with congratulatory infcriptions * : and 
every great officer and perfon of fafliion 
went to the houfe of Shueykeu-ye to 
compliment his daughter on the nev^'s. 
This ceremony they performed three 
times. The firft time, they congratu- 
lated her on her father's return from ba- 
niflimcnt ; the fecond time on his pro- 

• In the Tranflator's M.S. '* Red papers with 
** great letters of welcome writ upon them.*' 

motion ; 
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motion ; and laftly on the permifllon 
he had obtained to retire from court. 
Sbu^-ping'/m at firft gave no credit to 
the news : for having been fo oft de- 
ceived by KwO'khi'tzu fhe was afraid 
to appear : but afterwards when Ihe faw 
the Mandarines of the city, fhe believed 
it was all true : yet could not compre- 
hend how her father fliould have fuch 
good fortune, as at once to be reftored 
and advanced to honour. SJbuey-guwin 
was not long before he went to her : 
•* Do you know, faid he, by what 
means it hath happened, that your fa- 
ther is thus of a fudden returned home 
with fo much honour and promotion ?'* 
She replied, " I do not : but was think- 
ing with fome amazement how it could 
happen," " You are then to knoxy, 

faid 
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laid he, that it is all through the means 
of Tieb'Cbung'U.** At which flie laughed, 
and faid, *' I cannot believe what you 
fay: it feems very fabulous.*' ** Why 
not believe it, faid he ?** She replied, 
*' Becaufe Tieb-chung-u is not in any 
office or power -, but on the contrary is 
but a fimple dudent, and out of the 
way of contributing to fuch an event/* 
** It proceeded originally, faid he, from 
KwO'kbe-tzUj who finding no other way 
to obtain you for his wife, got his fa- 
ther to fend a meflenger to my brother 
to folicit his confent. Which he refu- 
fing, that Mandarine renewed an accu- 
fation againft him, and alfo againll Hu- 
biau 2L general chofen by him, charging 
them with mifmanag^ment in the wars : 
upon which the Emperor appointed a 
3 tribunal 
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Tribunal of Three in order to bring that 
general to his trial. He was therecon 
demned, and ready to be executed, when 
Tieh'cbung'U interpofed and became 
his furety : in confequence of which, 
the general was reftored to his com- 
mand, and had fuch remarkable fuccefs 
that he acquired great honour, not only 
to himfelf, but alfo to that young gen- 
tleman and your, father.** Sbuey-ping-^ 
ftn inquired of her uncle what authority 
be had for this report, and feemed to 
doubt whether it were true. " Not 
true, faid he ? why (hould you queftion 
it ? Wherefore elfe were the papers 
put up ? Did not the Mandarines them- 
fclves come hither to compliment you 
on the occafion ?" She fmiled at his 
warmth, and faid, " If this be true, 
Vol, III. N then 
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then ddubtlefs Tieh-cbung-u Is a traitor^ 
that could be fo impudent and bold be- 
fore the Tribunal cF Tbrefe. Why 
don't you petition agaitift him, as one 
that is going to raife a rebellion ?*• 
Her uncle begged that nothing more 
ftilght be feid on that fubjcft, afluring 
her that he was now reformed. " I go 
u6 more, laid he, among thofe rakes : 
who abufed me very much in forcing 
hne into what I did/' As foon as he 
^as withdrawn, Sbuty-ping-Jin kt her- 
fclf to reflcft on the events that had 
happened. She could not but admire, 
that fortune (hould give that youth fo 
many occafions to affift her; and aitl 
through their accidental meeting in the 
ftreets. " The fervjce he hath done me 
is great, faid (he, but nothing to What 

lie 
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he hath done my father. His virtue 
and generofity demand of me the molt 
grateful acknowledgments : miferable 
I am, that I cannot yield him my love." 

Shuey-ping'Jin continued in daily ex* 
peftation of feeing her father : when at 
Jeii^ a fervant c^me tb Inform her 
lof hi^ approach. AJl the Mand^H A9# 
Veht cut of thdJ city to meet him: 
aod at; moxi be came homir* Sheod^^ 
vanced into the great hall to receive 
him, where nothing could equal the joy. 
of them both. 

What pad farther between them, the 
next book will inform us. 

The End of Book the Third. 

N 2 



N. B. THE FOURTH BOOK, contain-^ 
in^ the remainder of THE CHINESE HIS^ 
TuRTf Will be found in the next volume: the 
Third and Fourth Books being Jhorter than 
the rg/?, the Editor chofe to infert here the foU 
lowing independent PIECE, rather than afrag'^ 
ment of BOOK THE FOURTH, which on 
many accounts he chofe to keep intire and un^ 
hroken. 
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\0 truer jtulgmfit can he formed rf the 
temper and genm of tfny mtioiij than 
ffom their common Proverbs, Theje could never 
have prevailed^ and become umverfaly if they had 
not exprejfed the general fenje ff the people^ who, 
^pt them. For this reefon it Wfis judged that 
ihe folloudng COLLECTION tvouU be no im^ 
proper Supplement to a book^ which profejfes t§ 
give a picture of the CHINESE^ as drawn by 
ibemfeheu Toe Sentences are extra^ed from 
various Autborsj but cUefly from thofe tranfia^ 
iions ofChinefe Pieces j which Pm Du Haldeand 
the Miffionaries have given us. They are of two 
kinds y which in a largtr coUeSiion^ had more pro^' 
perly been feparated : but our materials were to§ 
fmall to admit of a divijion. Tkefirjly arejucb 
as are either profeffedly quoted for commpn Pro* 
verbs tj or appear to be proverbialfy ufed: The 
ficondi are feledl Apothegms or private Maxinfi 
of Chinefe MoraVifte. Of the former^ almofi 
all were inferted that could be procured: of the 
iatteryfuch only as were thought to contain fome* 
thing peculiar orjlriiingj either in ihefentimM 
^ manner ofexpreffim. 

If fim€ Proverbs are adnuttedy which appear 



f nefiare di/in^ifbed by an afterjflt ^ 

N 4 VnSi^l^ 
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infipid or triflings we muji plead the fcHntlnep 
of our materials^ tuhich did not allow us to re^ 
jeSf any. If few of them are exprejfed with 
that fententious brevity^ which conftitutes the 
principal beauty of a proverb ; we deftre it may 
be confidered that they are only tranflatiom of 
tranjlatiom : and therefore muJl appear to great 
dif advantage, A fpirited concifenefs is among 
ihofe peculiar beauties of an original^ which can 
be feldom transfufed into a tranflation. This 
holds true more particularly in Adages and PrO'- 
verbs ^ which being founded on national allujions 
and peculiarities^ require a circumlocution to ren- 
der them intelligible. A farther allowance muJi 
alfo be made for the following fpecimens^ that 
they are tr an fated from the mojt concife language 
in the wortd^ in which two words often contain 
an intire fentence^ and when tranjlated^ require 
a multiplicity to unfold their meaning *. JVhen 
the Reader takes all thefe confederations into the 
account y andnfleSls that this is the fir ft attempt 
of the kind ever made in Europe^ it is hoped he 
will pardon'its imperfe6lions, 

A few parallel Proverbs from other languages 
ore occafeonally inferted: chiefly where either they 
ferve to illuflrate the Chinefe^ or where they fh'ew 
that other nations have hit on the fame images, 

• See an inflancey 'vol. i . fag, 1 34. mte. See /i/fo P, 
PuHalJe, V. i./. 293. Conjue, i^aratu, p. xiij. csff. 
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A Bark of plain boards, joined together 
only with glue, cannot hold out long 
againft the large billows *. 

[That is, where pains have not been taken 
to form the mind^ it will be likelj to fink un- 
der adverfity.] 

A blemifh may be taken out of a diamond 
by ftrongly polifliing it : but a blemifli in 
the words of a king can never be effaced **. 

A diamond with flaws is preferred before a 
common ftone that hath none ^. 

[Meaning that great excellences with feme 
imperfedionsy are better than a faultlefs in- 
fipidity.] 

♦ A drum, if it be not beat, gives no noifc : a 

• P. Du Halde, v. i,p. 511. )• Ibid.p, 410. 

* Jbid vol, %, p, i|j. 
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beil, if it be not ftruck ppon, iTtams jkt 
found. 

[See th^ ^plic^tiop of this p^^bintbe 
foregoing HifL vol. 2. pag, 1 11. and vol. 4. 
pag. 60.J 

A fault acknowledged is h^lf amended "*• 

[This is the fame with the French, Faute am- 
fejee efi dept'i par do nee J] 

A flower is pleafing to the eye, while the fir- 
tree hath nothing beautiful in it : the fplen* 
dor of the one is not an equivalent for the 
durablenefe of the other *. 

[We fay, T/'j better to knit than blojfom. And, 
Frettyne/s makes no pottage. See Ray .J 

^ A good beginning is of importance in all 
undertakings : and a flight fault may have 
fatal conftquencejs ^ 

[Remarks of this kind are common in all 
languages. Lat. Dimidiumfa^ijqmhenec^epU, 
babet, Fr. De ben commencement bonfin'\ 

^ A good founder c^ ufe every metal ; an 
able lapidary the cparfeft ftones K 

;[ We fay 9 Jg^od *workmaa never camflmm if 
his tools.} 

^. grave ^nd oiajeftic outfide is, 95 itwere, 

the palace where virtue refides ^» 

* Lettrts td. xxi^. 9-;. • Ibid. 140. ' P. Dm 
Haldfi u 632. *Jd. V. %.f. 95. ^Id. i, 410. 

tThii 
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[This is a faroDrite maxim with the Chinefe r 
who a0ed an exDcrifix beyond all other natioos.] 

A great talker never wants enemies : the man 
of fenfe fpeaks litde and bears much \ 

[** I have hcftitl perfons, who (peak little/* 
faith a Chitfeje author^ ** compared to certain 
*' trees, who have little beauty, but whole 
** fruits are excelietit. A talkative perfon may 
" be likened to a fair tree without any fruit.'* 
P. Du Halde, x. 63a] 

* A horfe that is ready to gallop, when be 
leaves the liable, is not one of thofe, whiph 
can make a thoiuiaod Lee on a flretch ''• 

[Equivalent to the Eng. Fair andfoftly goes 
far. The L at* Nimium properans/erius ah/ol'vifi 
And to the Ital. . Prejio e bene non Ji cowviene \ 
i. e. Haftily and well never meet. — N. B. One 
thoufand Lte^ is a hundred leagues.'\ 

A hundred years, when paft, are no more 
than the twinkling of an eye : let us then 
employ ufefully what days we have to live K ' 

A mag-pye builds her neft, and the bird Kteiv 
places nerfclf tliere afterwards "*. 

[Equivalent to the Latin, " Sic vos, non 'vohis^ 
niJificatis a'ues, — The Kie^ is probably the 



* P, Da Halde^ 2. 55. ^ Id, 1. 6o«. 511. 591. 

* Uit» ed, xx^, X ijo. ■» P. Dm Haider i. 5«6, 
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•A man and woman that can be together 
alone, and yet preferve their chaftity, can 
break no law. 

[See the foregmng Hift. vol. 2. pag. 145.] 

A man born in the country of either 1ft or 
37^3 will infallibly have its accent ". 

\^fi and Tfu were formerly two little king- 
doms now fwallowed up in the Chinefe em- 
pire. — This proverb expreiTes the contagion of 
example, and the difficulty of conquering na- 
tional habits. The ancients had Adages fome- 
• thing like it, as, Barharus e'vafit inter harharos. 
And, Mores hominum regioni refpoudent. Vid. 
Eraf. Adag.] 

• A man never opens a book without reaping 

fome advantage from it ". 

A man who hath neither equity, application 
nor politenefs, is a favage beaft whofe head 
is covered with a bomiet p. 

♦ A man, without conftancy, will neither make 
a good diviner nor a phyfician^ 

♦A modeft woman never marries two huf- 
bands : a faithful miniiter ought not to 
ferve two kings \ 

{The meaning of this proverb is afcertained 
b^ the following paflagc in a Chinefe author. 
•• Is it not faid that a great man, who is loyal 

• PMuHalde, 1. 474.. • Ibid, ». 58. ' Lett. ed. xxvj. 
1 36. •» Cofif^, lib, 3 . ^. 96. ^P,Du HaUe, 1 . 444- 

«< tm 
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** to his prince, quits all offices after hit maf- 
" ter's death ? A virtuous widow never thinks 
" of a fecond hufband ?'* P. Du Haldey 'voL 2. 

p, 169, N. B. The Chinefe credl triumphal 

arches to» and canonize for iaints, fuch widows 
as have refided fecond addrefTes with exem» 

plary Hrmnefs. And upon a revolution of 

government the Mandarines have frequently 
refufed to furvive their dethroned mafters. 
Vid. P. Du Halde pajftm^l 

A pafEon indulged, is a kind of drunkennefs ; 
its remedy confifts in two words, ke-ki^ van- 
quifli thyfelf '• 

[The Spaniards have a proverb, " CoUrico 
/anguinoy Borracho fno ; i e. A fanguine cho- 
leric man, is a downright drunkard.] 

A paffion we do not get rid of, is like a moth 
that flies round a taper until it be burnt ^ 

* A pear is returned for a peach : you fliall 
not reap what you have fowed ^ 

Applied when a juH return is not made for a 
favour received. — To the fame efFeft is that fay- 
ing of the ancientSy Alij /ementem faciunt ^ alij 
tnetent, Kraf. Adag.] 

A pifmire and a rat are very little infers ^ yet 
all beings formed of the five elements ar« 
liable to be deilroyed by as vile animals ^. 

[Equivalent to theEag. There are nofmallene- 

• P. Du Uaide, 1. 48. « IM, 53. ' W. i. 41 ». 
Zld^ a. 59. ♦ 

4 miu« 
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mies. N. B. Thciivc elements are, according 
to the Chinefe^ Mu wood. Ho fire, Tu earth* Kin 
xncul, SJbwi water. P. Du Halde^ a« 1 83, 1 85.] 

A fmall chink may caufe fhipwreck to the 
greateft veflel: an infedl never fo fmall may 
by its bite occafion your death *, 

A fpark may kindle a [great] fire : a mole 
may undermine a rampart y, 

[So the Fr. // nefaut qu*une etincelle Je feu pour 
cau/cr utt grand inandie. Sec alfo Bcclu$, a/. 
32.— -The three preceding prorerbs fcem to 
have all the fame tendency, viz. to infpire ciu- 
tion, from the refleftion that the moft contempt- 
ible caufes often produce the moft fatal effcfts. J 

A fovcreign may be compared to a hall : his 
officers to the fteps that lead to it, (he people 
to the ground on which they ftand ^. 

A ftab with the tongue is worfe than with the 
fword : a ftab with ihs pen, than both ■. 

[" On the right fide of the chair of Tfw^hien^ 
faith a Chimfe author " was this inscription, 
** Anfnjosr not a letter in apajjion.^^ P. Du Halde, 
2. 109. N. B. The French fay, TV/ ccttp de 
langue ejl plre qu^un coup de lance : \ e. A ftroke 
with the tongue ii woife than a drake with thfl 
lance. — And the Spsiniarda, Mas hiert mala 
palabrat que efpada afiada ; i. e. A bad W4ird 
wounds more than a fliaip fword.J 

* Lett, e£ xxvj. itQ^ y P^ Du lUdde, t. 8q. 

*/</. 1.475. ^ Id. l.lO^m 

A thumb 
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A lUlhnb bil^W te tntife io be regarded tbait 
an hundred arms on high : more ttcentioa 

^ is du^ to one Aep behind, than ta a hundred 
leagues before \ 

[This proverb is a perfedt enigma, ytt {]£ 
«ne may venture to detypher it,) feexns 
intended to convey this ukful moral; that 
man is formed to ad in a narrow and contrad* 
ed fphere, and ought not to entertain cither 
irery teurate ftsri or hojpes : in the firft place, that 
he ought to confine his attention to prefent ra- 
ther than very diftant dangers : fecondly, that 
he (honld rather employ his thought^^n the re- 
colledion of his own paft a6lions,/dian in vain 
and anxious refearches into faturijfy. — The firft 
claufe is not very remote from tlife Lat. ^od 
efi mifeptdesminofpe^atj cali fcrutavtur flagas,\ 

* A village mouth is good phyfic, 

[That is, the honeft countrym:^n*s advice 
flows From fincerity, and may be depended on. 
See the foregoing Hift. vol. 2. p. 23J.] 

A wealthy houfe, whence juftlce and charity 
are banished, ^hat is it but a barren moun- 
tain, which contains in its bofom rich, bur 
ufelcis inetals ^ I 

A wife man avoids the very appearance of vice**. 

* A wife prince is fafe in ramparts of gold «^ 

[Xioatiiag in the afiefbons of his fub}e£b5,;ind 

<J6/. 1.4*3. •/W.477. 



192 CHINESE PROVERBS 

in the (kill and fidelity of his well-chofen mi. 
niileri.] 

A wife prince makes advantage of even the 
words of a fool ^ 

rit 18 a trite faying in all languages, that a 
wife man may fometimes profit by a foors ad- 
vice, or as the Spaniards have it, De un homhre 

nec'to a *vezes huen con/ejoJ] 

A word once let fall cannot be fetched back 
by a chariot and four horfes K 

[The Spaniards fay, Palabra y pier da fuelta, 
no tiene buelta : i. e. A word and a ftone once 
difcharged never return. Lat. Ne/a't 'vox mijfa 
fe'vertii\ 

* Above is heaven : below is Su'chew and 

Hang- chew ^ 

[Thefe are two delightful cities or diftridf, 
cdeemed the paradife of China. See Martin. At* 
lasy p, lOO.] 

Adverfity is an admirable medicine, whereof 
one dofe cures many difeafes, and fecurey 
the health of him that takes it all his life *. 

* All the grains of rice ferved up in your difli, 

have been watered with the fweat of the 
labourer S 

[Thif is dcfigned to corred the fnperciliouf^ 
nefs of the great, and their readinefs to defpife 

f P.DuHaliie,i.^2t. «Mi. 55. *Ui./. 74* 
«W. 2, 115. "/W. 55. 

9X0, 
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■ and fet light by the poor. — The Chinefe have 
another proverb to the fame parpofe, viz. " A 
** grain of rice, a fingle thread, all comes from 
"the fweat of the poor." Lett, ed. xxvj. 93.] 

* All the conftellations prefide over the em- 
pire of China^ fo as to concern themfelves 
with no other countries ^ 

[This proverb (hews how exceedingly partial 
the Chinefe are to their country. 1 he Tartar 
Emperor Cang-hi. was wont to Iaug!i at thii 
prejudice, and to beg of the Chinefe to leave 
at lealt a few flars to take care of the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms. — We fay in jeft. Inhere are 
. noflars for Irijh men,'\ 

* An amiable prince is the father and mother 
of his people "". 

[See the foregoing Hift. vol. i. pag. 205.] 

An old man without virtue, and a poor man 
without induftry^ are two charaders with 
whom we ought to have neither corre- 

. fpondence nor difference ". 

[Suppoiing them fo defperate and abandon^ 

* ed, that it is not fafe either to convcrfe or quar- 
rel with them. J • 

* As the liqiwr takes the figure of the veflel 
that contains it, fo the fubjeds imitate the 
prbce **. 

^},P^ Dm Halde, 344. «« Cpnfp. 27. ' ?. Du HalJe, 

* Vol, III. O K'^ 
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* As tbc ftooe 2L£e,Qvs^ never become white ; 
fo a heart defiled wUh iniquity will always 
retain its Uackneis p. 

[Me is a kind of black earth, which they rub 
OB the eagcaTed letten inflead of ink.— This 
faying owes ks birth to the Emperor Vu-^mtg^ 
who floarifhed 1 1.20 years beibre the Chrifl;tan 
^ra. — It is equivalent to our homely proverb. 
Once a funhcre and affwc^s a iv^ore."] 

At the bottom a bu&el of pearls is not worth 
a meafure of rice % 

[That is, in intrinfic value.— It is alfo a coin* 
mon faying of the Chinefe^ ** Pearls and prc- 
** cious ilones are of no ufe either fbr food or 
. •* raiment." P. Du HaWc^ i. 517.] 

♦ Avoid a blaft of wind, as carefully, as the 
point of an arrow ^ 

[The Spaniards fay» ^' De vumo que etura ur 
hwrado^ IJc, guarde dUs : u e. From a wind 
that, comes ia through a hole, good Lord deliver 
us.] 

Can a man be in good health, when his leg 
is fwoln as large as his body ; and bis 
finger as big as his arm ■• 

[This is chiefly applied to a kingdom,, whofii 
minifters have attained to too exorbitant power 
and wealth.] 



' f. Du HMe, 37a. ^ Lett, ed, xxvj. 99, 

^P.DuHaUe,%.i'i^. ^ Id. i.p.^'ji. 
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Do not entertain a mart) who ha^ juft re* 
ceived a difappointment, with an accotml 
of your own luccefs \ 

jDoes he profjper? he is mount Tay. Does 
he not protper? he is an egg under a great 
weights . 

[Toy is a rtrj grefat and lofty rtounttiii in 
the province of Shan^tongj faid to htfotxy Lee 
or twelve miles high. Vid. MaitM. Atlas. p4 

. 55-3 

Dogs and fwine^ the fatter they are^ the nearer 
their days are to an end '". 

[Applied to fiicb Mandarines as maAte todt 
gfeat haile to be rich, and thereby e;(cite the 
avarice of their faperiors, the envy of their 
i^iials; and tke hatred of their oppre^ed in- 
feriors, CO eoRfpire their deftm^tion. 

N. B. Dogs aire fitted and eaten in Chloa 
A» a delickm food, aild always fotmd at the 
tables of the great. A Cbrne/e anchcrr grves 
the following as an inilance of unreaibnable pre- 
judice. " A man by night is helped to the 
*' flelh of an ape, and being told it is the flelh 
^' of a do| thinks it good : next morning he 
** n itifbTAied what he hath eaten, and falls a 
" vomitirf-" P. Da HaMe, v. a", p. rfi2.] 

*^ Every one is governed by an underiland- 
ing, a memory, and a will. < 

^KDn HaiiU, 1. 46. ' Id. i. 569. f U i. (fij., 
r * O 2 See 
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[See the foregoing Hift. vol. 2. pag. 234.J 

* Every one knows his own neceffity, whe- 
ther it be hunger, cold or heat. 

TEquivalcnt to the Fr. Chmcun fent fon mal. 
Which we and the Spaniards exprefs, by Coda 
uno fahe adonde le aprieta el gapat9 : Every one 
knows where his own fhoe pinches. See the 
foregoing Hiil. vol. 2. pag. 234.] 

Familiarity begets contempt ^. 

[This is too obvious a remark not to have 
occurred to all civilized nations. h2it,Nimia/a-' 
miliaritas contemptumparit. So the Fr. Eng. ic.] 

Fami(h the meafles, but feed the fmall-pox 
fuWr. 

[Ngo cha pao teou* This is an aphorifm cur- 
rent among the Chinefe phyiicians. N. 6. 
There is reafon to believe that the prafijce of 
inoculation had its rife in China. See Lett. 
edif. XX. 304, &c.] 

* Four good magiftrates illuminate a thou- 
fand furlongs \Lee1 ^. 

[This faying takes its rife from the following 
ftory. " The king of Guey and the king of 
^Ji had a conference on their frontiers : whea 
the former afked the latter if he poiFefled any 
rare and curious pearls. He anfwered in the 
negative. But I, faid the king of Guey^ have 

» ?. Du Halde, 2. 52. ^ Lett. id. pqx. 310. 

*Mart.lft/l,f. 174. 

tea 
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ten precious ftones, fo brillant^ that each of 
them cafts a luftre over the fpace of twelve fur- 
longs. My jewels, faid the other, are different 
from yours, for they live and breathe. I have 
four Mandarines, who prefide over four pro« 
vinces, and by the ludre of their juftice and 
integrity illuminate a tboufand furlongs." Vid. 
MartHift. p. 174.] 

Friendfliips that arc formed flowly, and with- 
out much formal introdudion are mofl: 
lading *. 

Great bells feldom ftrike 5 full veflels return 
no found ^ 

[This is ufed as a dilTuafive from garrulity : 
to which no people have fuch an averiion as 
the Chinefi : we invert the image, Empty njiffkls 
make the great eft found, Lat. Vacuum fvas altius 
plena <vafe re/onare,] 

♦Great inftruments of mufic are of no value 
to ftrolers : great fifhes are produced in 
great waters ^. 

The firll claufe of this proverb, is equivalent 
to the Fr. ji petit mercier^ petit panier. Lat. 
Par<uum parva decent. The latter claufe to the 
Lat. In mart magni pi/ces capiuntur, Vid. 
Erafm. Adag.] 



•P.DuHalde, 1. 42. * Lett. ed. xxvj, 95. 

^F.i>uHalde, 1.604.. 

O 3 He 
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He is happy, who underflandt his happineft ^. 

[Tkii ii illaftrated by a parage m a Chinefe 
anchor. ** Seeing a gentlcraan before me on 
** a fine horfe, while I am mounted on a 
** wrttched mule ; Ah ! I ciy, how different 
•* is my condition ! — I look behind me, and 
** fee nambers of people on foot ilooplng tin- 
" der heavy burdens : then my complaints 
•^ coafc, and I am comforted." Compare, F. 
Du Halde, vol. 2. p. i\^, with p. 230.] 

♦ He maintains a three-eared argument^ #r 
an argument for three ears *^, , 

[This is commonly applied to thofe who 
maintain paradoxes, and impoiTible pofitions : 
and took its rife from an argument once h^ld 
by the pbilofophcr Sung-tung (who lived 114 
years before Chrift,) That every man hath 
three ears : one internal and two without.] 

♦ He fpends as if his father were receiver of 
the Emperor's revenue in the province of 
Tun-nan ^ 

[It is in this province that gold dud is gather- 
ed out of the fands of the rivers: — which 
to a Chinefe officer mud: afford fine opportuni- 
ties of cheating the public] 

^ He, who aims at being virtuous, is like a 
man, who climbs up a fteep mountain : he 

^ ?. Dii Haldf^ *v. 2. p. a 30. • J^rt. Hj/f, pag 
ij;3, ^ Mart, Atlas, p,i^$. 

who 
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who abatnioas bmikif to vice, is fike a man 
who dcfcenda a very fteep precipice «• 

He, who is proud oF his dignity and power, or 
ptiffed up with Ws kfiowledgej is like a 
man, who ftands on a glittering piece of 
ice, and boafls of his ekvation : bat the 
fun darts its ra)ns, the ke melts^ and iie 
finks into the mire \ 

* He, who is obferved by ten eyes, and pointed 
at by tenfingers, how cautious diould he 
live K 

* He, who eats another man's bread, fobmlts 
himfelf to fiiffer his blows ^, 

♦He who fuffers, hath fome comfort in fing- 
ing his pains '• 

[This feems equivalent to the Spanifli pro- 
verb, ^t'en cant a f us males ejpanta, i. e. ** He 
who fings, frigkts away his misfbrtunes, that is, 
eafes and diverts them,] 

* He who doth not love tea, covets wine °. 

* Heaven and bell are feated in the heart ".* 

[This fine fajringi* cotnmoo with the Chinefe, 
To the fame e^ed our celebrated poet^ 



« P. Du Halde, i . 449. * W. 2. 56. ' C<mf. f. 
14. ^P. Du Halde^ i. 628. *M v. i.p. 514. 
» Ib» 282, ■ P. SemedOi ^.91. 
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^he mind is its onvn places and in it/elf , 
Can make a hea'ven of bell f a heU of heaven. 

Par. loft. b. I. V. 254.J 

Heaven penetrates into the bottom of hearts, 
as light into a dark chamber ®. 

[Ft may be worth while to fee how the 
ancient Chineje exprefTed themfelves on the fab- 
jccl of fome of tt:e divine attributes. ** It is 
•* in vain to hide one's felf in the dark : nOr 
** thing 18 hid from Shang-ti (or the Supreme 
•* Emperor) The night is with him as clear as 
" the day. He penetrates into the mod hid- 
** den coiners where the malignity of man*» 
** heart would withdraw itfelf from his fight : 
•' he is prefent every where, and darts his light 
*' into the mod obfcure windings of the mod 
" impenetrable labyrinth, where any one woakl 
** attempt to conceal himfclf." P. Du Halde^ 
vol. I . p. 406.] 

* Honour the dead, as you would honour 
them if they were alive p. 

[Or, as it is fometimes exprc/Tcd by the Chi^ 
mrfe^ " Behave with regard to the dead, as if 
•• they were ftill alive." — This is the favourite 
maxim of the Chinefe : and feenis more found- 
ed on juftice and good fenfe, than that maxim 
\o current withu s, •* Demortuis nil nifi Aontan/^l 



• P. Du HalJe, i . 41 3. ' I/. *• 38. Lett, ed, xix. 

385h A,v{/. 268. 

. How 
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* How can any one be fauldefs, unlefs be 
were a Tau or a Shun <»• 

[Thefe are twio ancient Chinefe Emperors 
revered as (aints or heroes, whofe reigns are 

regarded as the golden age of China, They 

were both raifed by their merit to the throne : 
Yau being a petty regulo: and ^hun a poor 
labourer. '' Sbun^ faith a Chinefe author^ had 
" not fo much ground as would fcrre for ereft- 
** ing a ftile or driving a ftake, yet was after- 
*' wards Emperor. Yau whofe jurifdidion did 
" not extend over ten families, faw himfeif 
" mailer of the whole empire." P. Du Halde^ 
V. I. p. 483.] 

However fure a horfc may be, we muft rtot 
all at once throw up the bridle to him: 
however familiar one may be one with ano- 
ther, one muft not at once truft all the 
fecrets of one's heart to his mouth '. 

* I (hall be as the bird, that carries a golden 
ring to the perfon who hath fet it at liberty \ 

[This is a common expreffion of gratitude 
for a favoiir received, and will receive illuf- 
tratlon from a paiTage in a Chinefe edidt, viz. 
" You have doubtlefs heard the hillory of Yam^ 
*' fao : he found in his way a bird, who drew 
*' after it with great difficulty a cord tied to its 

' P, Du Halde, 1.620. ' Lettt, ed. xx<vj, 1 39. 

* P. DuHalde^z. 67. 

*• leg. 
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: '' leg. Tsm-fM movtd wkh comptffioA fireei 
'< it from its incambnuicc^ and kt.k akt Itbeny. 
*• He was quickly rewarded for this fervice : 
** the bird foon after retnrn.ed holding In its 
^ beak a ring of gold, which fhe put into die 
*' hand of her deRrcrcr. Hiftenr rdatet that 
** from that time the family otra«r-/<w re- 
*^ markably flouriihtBd, and afterwards gave 
'* many prime minifters to the (late, it is thus 
** that even flight fervices, bring down great 
** rewards from heaven/' Lettres edif. xv. 
p. 174.] 

f I fliall render a fervice equalHo that of the 
pifmires faved from fhipwreck by means of 
the branches thrown out for that purpofe ^ 

[This is likewife a proverbial expreiion of 
gratitude, but we have not been fortunate enough 
to recover the ftory on which it k founded. 
Yet it might be illu&rated from a fable of Efop, 
viz. " A dove perched on a tree, obferved a 
'* pifmire drowning in an adjacent ftream, 
** and moved with compaflion threw in a 
** fmali branch, by means of which it efcaped 
** fhipwreck : foon after a fowler feeing our cl^a- 
** ritable dove feated on the fame tree, was 
'< fpreading hb nets to infnarc her : when the 
'' grateful pifmire flung him by the heel, and 
*' by caufing him to turn» alarmed the doyc, 
** who inftantly (lew away and efcaped the 
•' danger."] 

4. If 
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If a leopard or a tyger break out of the royal 
park, who is to anfwer for it ? ^ 

[That is, if any damage is done by a king's 
neglect, who is to call him to an account for it f} 

If a man had no inclination to kill the tyger, 
the tyger would have no deflre to hurt a 
man ''. 

[There is another faying contrary to this in 
P. Da Haldci 2. 176. "A man never thinks 
'^ of hurting a ty^er : and yet a tyger is always 
*' meditating miichkf againft a man."} 

If ibmecimes the Ki'^lin and Fong-whang are 
found on the earth : there are a far greater 
number of tygers, ferpcnts and fcorpions ^. 

[Meaning, that iU chara£^ers abound in the 
world more than good ones. — The Ki-lin and 
Fong-whoMg are a fabulous bead and bird, faid 
never to be feen, but ia times preceding fome 
remarkable happy reign: — anlwerable to the 
Qnicorn and phsnix among ns.} 

If tke bundle of thbrns, which is wrapt round 
the young tree to defend it, bind it too bard,, 
it crufhes it "f. 

[Meaning, that youth fhoold mot be & op- 
{M-eiled with inibttdion and difcipline, as to 



" B^Du Halde, i . 42 3 " Lett, ed, xx^vj, 143, 

difcourag^. 
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^ifcourage them. ^* Some perfons, faith a ChU 
nefe Author, " keep their children fo conftantl/ 
** to their iludies, that they will neither let 
** them fee nor hear what pafTes in the world. 
** Whence they become as filly as the young 
'' man, who happening to be in the public 
'' fquare, and feeing a hog, cried out. What 
•* an enormous Jize that rat is ofP* P. Dtt 
Halde, v. i . p. 50.] 

If one doth not pluck off the branches of a 
tree while they are yet tender : they can- 
not afterwardi be cut off without the ax '. 

[This proverb inculcates the neceffity of early 
culture, of reftraining the paiiioas and of check- 
ing the vicious exceites of young minds betimes. 
Ovid ufes an image not unlike this, 

^ae prabet latas arbor fpatiantthut umbras^ 
^a pofita eft primum tempore 'uirgafutfm 
Tunc poterat manibus fummd tellure revelU. 
Nunc flat in immenfum 'viribus aSafms.\ 

If the father of a family bathe every day, bis 
children will be (kilful fwimmers: if he 
fteal melons and fruits, his children will be 
affaffins and incendiaries ^. 

[This is dcfigned to exprefs the force of ex- 
ample in fathers and governors of families over 
the minds of their dependents, who are fare 
not only to copy, but to go beyond him. To 
the fame purpofe the Latin poet, 

* lett. ed, xj^» 101. • Lett, ed, xxny. 1 34. 

j£taf 
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^tas parentum pejor a^vis tulit 

Nos nequtoreSi mox daturas 

Progfniem 'vitiofiorem. 

Hor. Lib. 3. od. 6.] 

* If you would know how the fon will tiirn 

out, look upon the father or the tutor ^ 

[We fay in England *' The young cock cro'zvs 
after the old ene.J 

* If you have no experience in an afFair Jrour- 

felf : follow thofe that have fucceeded in it. *= 

* If the water be even ten yin deep, one may 
diftinguifl) from the furface, whether the 
bottom be iron or gdd **. 

[That is, however the mind and its fenti* 
ments may be covered by dillimulation, it will 
be feen through, if it be remarkably good« ox 
bad. — Ayin is 80 feet* P. Du Halde, i . 464.] 

If to a beautiful countenance you apply a cauf- 
tic of mugwsrty the fear will for ever be 
feen : a black fpot upon a white habit will 
lafl as long as the habit ^. 

[To the fame efFe£t with thofe lines of Gayi 
. In beauty faults confpicuous growu : 
The fmdlleft fpeck is feen onfnotw* 

Fab.xj.] 



* P. Du Haider i. 6*9. ^Ibid. 475. ^fbid. 

525. •Lett.;rxvj,j^7, 

If 
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♦ If there are in tbe court of a prince (even 
officers truly zealous, and who dare re- 
monftrate : though he be irr^ular^ he will 
not lofe his crown ^* 

[In the Cbine/e amials may be met Widl miay 
remarkable ii^Bces of exemplaiy coarage, 
fidelity, and pabUc fpirit : there have been mi- 
niders, who have freely reproved the Emperor 
when he was ailing wrong, though certain 
death was the cdnfequeBce :— See tins ¥oLpag;. 
141. note.} 

* If the excefles of debauchery make great ka« 
Yock of the body : the vexation of the body 
makes fiill greater s. 

In company fet a guard upon your tongue : 
In folitude on your heart \ 

in all things conform to the tafte of wife 
antiquity \ 

[No people have fiich a blind veneration for 
antic[aity as the Chine fe. They even pay a 
' kind of religious wOrfhip Xo their dead ancediirs. 
See vol. I. p. 164. note.] 

In former times they yielded the w»^ without 
difpute : they yiekled the fieldT without 
- proccfs^. 



»'iJ, 46. ^Utt. ti. xxiJ4 i%i, 

la 
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In vain would a king govern like a Tau or a 
Sbwiy wicb a book <^ laws three feetthick, 
if he kept his hands acrofs and did not exert 
himfelf. 

* In the moantains of the fouth there Is a 

leopardi^ who notwitbftanding his voraci- 
oufnefs, will live fe ven days without food in 
the rainy feafons, rather than go out^ and 
fpoil the luftre of his &in ^ 

[This is applied to a perfon, who is fo daz- 
zled with the luftre of his prefcnt greatnefs aoid 
rank, as to be rcgardlcfs of the ftiture : bat it 
fecms more applicable to a finical foppifh per- 
fon. Chinefe foppery we have defcribed by 
one of their own authors. •*^ There are fome 
*• pcrfons, feith he, who at the very time when 
•• an important affair is upon their hands, very 
** dehbefately look upon themfelves in mir- 
** rouF, warn themfelves in a veffel of per- 

* " fumes, gently (hake the duft from their 
'* cloaths, and are employed in a thoufand 
'' little frivolous affairs before they enter on 
** the main bufinefs." P. Du Haldt, 2. 53.] 

* In OMttCf s of flate the prince alone ought to 

decide : but in domeflic affairs the emprefi 
t ought to rule '^. 

[The latter clanie ovght only to be under- 
flood " within the women's apartments ;" or 



■P. Du Hsddit I. p. U74 ^Ibid. u 544. 

at 
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atletfiwitli %TtitxTTt&nB5on6anmEMr9fef^ 
for it is A Tocavod aanm in all die caAan 
cx>iuitnc&, thu tkit £tx is eidoded bjr natme 
from all govcrcjncDt, cither cin] or domcftk $ 
for which tealon they call £jcn^ " the king- 
dojD of ladies f' where they hare been cdd dut 
the crown hath defceaded to a female head* 
Mod. Uiriv. Hift. viij. 161. n.] 

• In China there is nodiing thrown awaj". 

lChing'ftie-va''V-'zn, C^aa is lb prodi- 

gicndlj crowded with inhabiunu. that there 
sj-c DO fhifts, to which the poor have not le- 
cooHe for a livelihood. As there is hardly 
a fpot of ground that lies untiled in all the em- 
pire, fo there is hardly a min, woman or 
child* thoQgh ne^er ib difabled, but what geu 
a znajntenaiicc. The Cbiar/e will make a pro- 
£t of things which appear to us quite nfeleis. 
Many families fubfift b^ poking up in die 
fireet liule rags, the feathers of fowis, bonet of 
dogs, bits of paper, kc. which they waih and 
fcli again. — In fliort a Chimfe will dig a whole 
^^y together op to his knees in water, and in 
the evening will think himfeif well paid with a 
little boiled rice, pot herbs, and fbrne tea. P. 
Da Halde, v. 1. p. 277.] 

♦ In China are more tutors than (cholars : and 
more phyficians than patients*. 

[A proverbial exaggeration of the prodigiooa 
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BtBAbers tk^ Jidjiid themfelves to literature 
knii medicine. The great honors that attend 
the former, invite vaft moltitades to purfue it, 
a great part of whom being rejeded at the ex- 
aminations, have no other means of iiipport, 
bjit in teaching others.] 

*In China they require boats of paper and 
l^atermen of iron p. 

[This proverb aHfes from the difficult navi- 
gation of fc veral of the Chinefc rivers : which, 
on account of their fwift current among the 
rocks, &c obliges them to have boats of very 
thin boards like our flit deal, which are not 
nailed, but fome how fattened together with 
withs : Thefe boats fplit not againft the rocks, 
but bend and give way.] 

*In the province of Can-tong are three un- 
ufual things : the fky without fnow ; the 
trees always green ; and the inhabitants 
continually fpitting blood <i« 

[The lad daufe alludes to their delighting to 
thew areck and betel^ as is common in other 

parts of the Eaft. It is thus that the other 

Chinefe fpeak of the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince.] 

♦ Inclofe the game on three fides only '. 



f Mart, Atlas. 114*. ^ Mart* Atlas, /. 131. 

Vol. III. P Meaning 
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[Meaning that we ihoald hot dettroy the 

whole of it at once, but make a refenre for fu- 

. tare occafions. — Parallel to that faying with os, 

** Good /port/men ahways let the hen penrtridge 

'• efcaper'l 

Indigence and obfcurity arc the parents of vigi- 
lance and oeconomy. Vigilance and aeeo- 
nomy of riches and honour. Riches and bo^ 
nour of pride and luxury. Pride and lux^ 
ury of impurity and idleneis. And impurity 
and idlenefs of indigence and obfcurity : 
fuch are the revolutions of life '. 

* It is better for a prince to hoard up in his 
fubjedls houfes, than in bis own granaries 
and coffers *• 

* It is better to take a net and catch the fifli^ 
than to fee and admire them fwimming in 
the water ^ 

[Equivalent to that proverb of ours, «« A 

bird in the hand is ^Morth two in the hup : or 
as the Spaniards have it, Mas <vale paxar^ in 
manoy que huytre <volando : i. c. A fparrow in 
hand is worth more than a vulture flying.] 

It is not for the valley alone where it grows, 
that the flower Lan is fo beautiful and fra- 
grant : neither ought it to be for yourfelf 
alone that you (hould acquire wifdom *• 

' P. D« Ualdey 2.61. « Id, 2. 508. ' Mar^ 

Hijh //. 34.7. •* Lett, ed. xxvj. 133. 

[Of 
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" [Of like applkatton with thofe words of 

fcripture. Neither do men light a candle dnd put it 

under a huJheU hut in a candlejiicky and it gi'veth 

. light to all that are in the houfe. — Let your light fo 

Jhine before men^ &ci Mat. v. 15. 16.] 

It *is not one diamoncT that gives luftre to 
another, a common coarfe ftone is em- 
ployed for that purpofe ^, 

[Equivalent to the Eng. A diamond is beft 
. /be^vn by its foil. "^ 

It is very difficult to govern women and fer- 
vants ^ 

[This is a maxim of Confucius^ who afligns 

. this reafon. ** For if you treat thqm with gcn- 

•* tlenefs and familiarity^ they lofe all refpedl : 

** if with rigour, you'll have continual diflur- 

" bance.''] 

* If the river is deep, which you are to pafs 
on foot, go through it cloathed in the an- 
cient manner : if it is fhallow tuck up your 
garments '. ' 

[The Chinefe believe that at firft men went 
naked, or at moil loofely clad in the (kin of 
fortie anitnal. Fid. Mart. Ilijl. p. 18.— This 
proverb is applied to inculcate the ncceflity 



« P. Du HaUe, 2.47, y I/, i . 4a 3 . * Conf. 
.4ii, 3./. 10?. 
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of accommodating one^a felf to the diffefefll 
circumilances of life.] 

* Know when to ftop feafonably *. 

* Kiang'Ji might furni(b a brealtfaft to all 
China -y but Hu-quang might feed it fat ^« 

[A local proverb, expreifing the comparatire 
merit of thefe two provinces.] 

* Learn to be content with what fuffices ^« 

[** What need have we of riches? ((kith a 
** Chinefe moraliil) pioduce me the man, who^ 
*' content with a ftraw cottage and a little in- 
** clofure of canes, employs himfelf in readiw 
*' the writings of our wife men, or in difcoor^ 
^ ing on vtrtwB : who defires no other recrea- 
'* tion, than to refrelh himfelf with the cool air 
** by moonfiiine, and whole whole folieiciidea 
** is to preferve in his heart the love of inno- 
** cence and of his neighbour.*' P. Du Halde^ 
2. to3. 

Similar to the Chinefe proverb are the Lat. 

?uod fatis eft cm contingity nihil amplius optet. 
he Fr. ^ui a ajfez^ rC a plus rien a defer er. And 
the £ng. Enough is as good as afeaftJ] 

Let US love others, as we love ouxfelvcs *. 

[A fine maxim of Confucius.} 



• P. Du HalJe, 524. «» Mart, Atlas, p. 74, ^P.Dis 
UaUe^ !• 524* ^ €onf.p, 35. ^ 

Look 
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^ Look for horns in the head of a lamb new- 
ly brought forth •. 

[Parallel to that coarfe but expreflive faying 
of Oliver Cromwell, " Nits ivill be iice."] 

^ Look on what is good in another^ as what 
you have not yet attained : ihun what is 
bad more than boiling water ^ 

Lying is the vice of bafe fouls, and of the 
vileft populace K. 

* May'ft thou be dragged through the hole of 
a prifon ^, 

[A proverbial imprecation. The Cbine/e 
have a faperftitious notion concerning the dead^ 
that they muft not be carried oat at the fame 
gate, they entered when alive : on this account 
there is a hole in the outward eourt of the pri- 
fons, whence the bodies are thrown oat.] 

* Men by afFe£tion are rendered blind to the 
faults of their children : by avarice to the 
fertility of their lands K 

^The fir(l: daufe is anfwerable to that trite 
faymg of oars. Every crow tbinh ier own bird 
fairejf.] 

^ Misfortunes ride poft, and never come 
fingle *. 

• P.DuHaUe, i. 411. ^Conf, p. lag, « Lett* 

id. x;c*vuQ'i, ^ P. Semedo^f^ ^3^. ^Gonf.f. 
47. "^f, DuHalde^ 1. i6t 

2 2 XTto 
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[The Latins fav, Foriuna nulli oheffe content^ 
eft femel, 1 ke Frepch, Vn malheur ne 'vient ja^ 
mats tout fetil. And wc, Misfortunes feldom come 
tf/o»f.— Ihc Italian is, Le difgratie non <veftgon 
mat fole,"] 

* Money is blood : but gold is merchandize *. 

[A proverb common among the Cbinefe at 
Ma-cao, It both cxprefles the greedy temper 
of the Chine/e, who Hick ac nothing for gain : 
and explains the ufe of gold among them, which 
is not current as. a medium of traffic, but is 
bought and fold as a commodity. See vol. 4. 
pag. i09.n.] 

Mountains and plains however fertile do not 
produce the flower Lyen : on the contrary 
it grows eafily in low negleSed places ". 

[This is intended to fignify, that virtue floo- 
rifhes befl in adverfity, or in a low and humble 
ilation.— 'It may be noted that the mountains 
5n China are generally cultivated, and moft of 
them naturally fertile : whereas the low grounds 
are fwampy; a great part of China having 
formerly been under water. The Lyen-ivba 
is a fine aquatic flower, not unlike a tulip, buc 
of a charming fmell. See P. Du Halde, v, i. 
p. 78] 

Nets are fpread for the bird Tfu becaufe of 
the beauty of its wings : were it not for ti 

! P. Mag. /. 1 34. f P. Du Halde, %. 98. 

per. 
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jxerfume the creature She would be left in 
fafety ". 

[Equivalent to the Lat. Rete non tenditur acci- 
pitriy neque milvio, Fx» A^vec Us michants iln^y a 
rien a gagner. The Italians fay. La donna e la 
cerafa per fuo mal s* mieJIetta, i. e, A woman 
and a cherry are beautiful to their own hurt.— 
N. B. She is the mufkranimal : which is a kind 
of a roe-bucky remarkable for having four long 
tufks in its mouth. The mufk is generated in a 
little bag finder its belly. Vid. P. Du Halde^ 

I- 3.24-1 
♦ No (kin, no hair*. 

[i. e. Where there is no foundation there 
can be no fuperfhru6lnre. Not very remote 
from the Lat. Ex nihilo nihil ft.] 

Not one in ten thoufand dies by poifon, yet 
the bare mention ftrikes with horror : what 
multitudes by intemperance, yet how little 
is it feared p ? 

[The Spaniards have a proverb. De hamhre 
a nadie 'vi morir^ de mucho comer a cien miU 
** I never faw any die of hunger, of over-eating 
a hundred thoufand.'* — So the Lat. Gulaplures 
qnam gladius peremiu Eraf. Adag.] 

Nothing is more to be feared than a rat wlth- 
\n z itatue. 

^P.DuHaUe,2.ii6. •/</,x, 514. ^Id, 2. 112. 
•fJd, I. 604.. 

P 4 imut 
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[This was the anfwer, which a Chine/e Man- 
darine made to the Emperor, when he aikcd 
what was moit to be feared in a date. His 
mailer demanding an explansrtion, he replied, 
*« ^ur Majeftv knows, that iti tnany cities, ttte 
ftatnes erc£led to the guardian Geiifj of die 

{lace are of painted wood and hoilow wkhifi. 
f a fat gets into one of thefe, it is difficult to 
eiif^tXit : they dare not ufe fire, for feaf of con- 
ibthhig the image : nor water, left they wafli oflF 
the colours. Thus the refpeA they have for 
the ftatae pfotefls the rat. So it is when a man 
without virtue or merit (helters himfelf in his 
prince's favour."] 

Of the five duties of civil life^ the firfl is that 
which a fon owes to his parent 'i, 

[The ^ve duties are thofe between father 
and fon : — hafband and wife :— -emperor nA 
fubje£ts :— «lder brother and younger: — ^and 
friends among one another. P. Semedo, p. 
50. — N. B. The Cbinefe have alfo another iay- 
ing, '' Filial piety is the chief of all perfonal 
*^ virtues : and equity is the foul of govern- 
« ment." P. Du Halde, i. 543.] 

^ One may know a great roan by ieeins bis 
attendants, though one doth not iee bim- 
fclf^ 

[So the Ital. Dal/er^o fi conofa il fadnm. 
Fr. Tel maiire tel valet. Eng. LiJti mtf/er, lUe 

^P. DuHaUe, i, 41. ' U^ u 619, 
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man. But the Spaniards fay, ^al el duino^ tat 
il ferro: i. e, << Such as the mafter is, fuch is 
his dog."] 

One raih word hath ruined great afFairs : one 
p^rfon hath eftabliihed a kingdom '• 

[Meaning, a wife Emperor, or prime mi- 
niftcr.] 

Pillars of iron wear away by little and littls 
with the fimple touch : one perceives the 
traces of the hand upon the marble baluf- 
tradcs which are often handled ^ 

[By way of con>mcnt take the foUowing ex- 
tract from a Chinefe memorial. 

'' Misfortunes have their feeds: the wife 
'' man prevents their birth. To this end, the 
^^ mofl minute beginnings muil be watched : 
" for what ^t firfl appears but flight, becomes 
^' by little and little feniible and confiderable* 
^* This water which diftils from mount jT^iy, 
'' wears in time over the flones, a paflage, 
*' which you would think wrought with a 
" chizzel. A cord drawn to-and-fro over a 
'< board ma^y times in the fame place, at length 
•* divides it into two pieces, as if done with a 
^' faw. In fine, yonder tree, \yhich is now ten 
" feet in circumference, was raifed from a very 
" fmall feedling : when it was young and ten- 
^* der, it was in all refpefts flexible, and might 

' (,ovf, lib, i.p,2Q, * Lett, ed, xpcvj, 1 30. 

«♦ have 
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«< have been cafily plucked op. A% prefei^ 
•* what a difFerence! it is the fame with regard 
** to evil." P. Du Ha/^e, Fr, torn. 2. j^. 437. 
(Eng, I p. 483 J 

The fain^ images are ufed proverbially in 
the Lat. Gutta cavat lapidem, non vi fed fstpc 
cadendo : and in the French, Veau qui tombi 
goutc a gouie canje le pi err e, — See alfo the Latin 
verfcs quoted above in pag. 204.] 

Put a feal upon your mouth, and guard your 
heart as you would the walls of a city \ 

[The in^age uf.d in the firfl dauie is familiar 
with the Chinefc, ** The wife man, faith a 
** Chtnefe moralift, will put a triple feal opon 
" his lips." Lett. ed. xxvj. 115. — The advice 
is the fame with that of the Latin poet, 
^uidde quoque 'virc, et ail dicas^fape cavrto.'] 

Reading gives thofc who apply to it, a certain 
airof policeneis, which difFufes itfelf through 
all their words and adlions ^. 

[Tliis reflcflion, fo contrary to our notions in 
Europe, is expreded to the following purpofe in 
another faying : ** Study gives to young men 
** an air of politenefs and agrceablenefs, which 
*• makes their company courted.*' P. Du 
Halde, 2. 50. — Politenefs in China confilb in 
the exadl and ready obfervance of all their ^- 



' Utt. ed. .xxij. X 3 5. ^ P. Du Haldfj 2. 47. 

rcmonitt ; 
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fernonies : thefe are fo interwoven with their 
laws, politics and morality, that the chief end 
of their ftudics is to acquire a thorough know- 
ledge of them : hence it is that a man of lettprs 
ma/ be kno\yn in China by the fuperior addrjcfs 
with which he makps his bow. See on tjiis 
head VE/prit des Loix, liv. 19. ch. 12, 13. &c.] 

* Riches [only] adorn the houfc : [butj vir- 
tue adorns the perfon ^. 

* Roofs that are thick, and well compared, ar? 

leaft liable to be blown off by a ftorm y, 

[This is juft the reverfe of .proverb the ii$&, 
** A bark of p)ain boards, &c. The meaning 
is, that a folid and firm mind can longeft bear 
up againft adverfity.] 

Rotten wood is not fit for fculpture: mud 
walls are not worthy of white- wafh ^. 

[Applied when culture and inftrudlipnis thrown 
away upon ftupid or perverfe minds. Not un- 
like the Lat. E qutyvis ligno nonfit Mercuriu5.'\ 

Ruin follows gain very near: and mifery is at 
the tail of good fortune *. 

[The Spaniards fay, Delhien almaU no ay can- 
to de real, i. e. From good to evil, is not the 
breadth of a fix- pence. 

•* Among the inftru£lions which Liiven-tfie 



^ Conf, Li.p. 14. Tf P. Du Halde^ a. 5*. f Ckfff. 
/. 21. * Lett, ed.xxvj. 11%, . " 

• had 
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iad engraved on the wall, where be enter- 
tained lu8 friends, was the fc^omag. ** Hajv 
'* pinefs and nusfortane, loft and gaio* are 
** things, of which we fee no end in this worid, 
^ becaafe the fntnre with regard to as, it a 
*• dark night." Sec P. Da Halde v. 2. p. 100.] 

Set that moth, which flies inceflantljr round 
the candle : it is confumed ! Man of plea- 
furcy behold thy own image ^. 

^ Shoes never (o well made will not make a 
pillow : the cap however neat will not 
tnttii (hoes ^ 

[Equivalent to the Eng. Tou camui mah m 
JUkenpurfe o^afi^jfsear, ' The Lat. iseuidly 
the fame with the Chinefe, Ocream capitis iiH^ 
giJeam adaptare. Eraf. Adag. 

^ Sooner (hall the yellow river run clear. 

[See this explained, vol. 2. pag. 214.] 

^ S«reet repofe is the fruit of intenfe s^pli- 
cation **« 

* Take care not to tell fables to a fimple cre- 
dulous man, for he will take them all for 
truth*. 

[This may be ilkftrated by a (hort Chime/t 



» P. Du Halde, %. 1 lo, < U 1. 476. * U 1. 

4.7. *Jbid^ 56, 

lak: 
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talc : ** A young man, who had bought a new 
^ belt, met with one of his friends, who, look- 
** ing at it, knew it to be of his own fifler^s 
** working, and dierei^n a&cd him how 
^ he came by it : the other, who loved to in- 
** dnlge a jefting humour, told him it w^ a 
*' prefent from mi(s his fifter. There needed 
** no more to confirm his jealoofy ; he went 
** home and fo abandoaed himfelf to paffion, 
'* diatihebroke her heart and died. Sometime 
** after it was difcovered that the bdt had been 
*' flolen firom the honfe by an old woman ixk 
** the neighbourhood, who had fold it at the 
^ next fliop.*' P. Da Halde, 2. 56.] 

Temperance is the beft phyfic ^ 

Tliat dodrine, which goes no farther tbanr 
the eyes and ears, is like a rqpaft, which 
<Mie makes in a dream K 

prhe meaning is, that the foul receires bo 
more advantage from inftrudions that reach 
not to the hear^ than the body from a repaft 
in a dream.] 

^That hode will ibon fall, in which the 
heo afluqaes the office and crow of the 
c»ck\ 

[So die Span. Trifle es la cafa^ donde U gal- 



^ P. JhtHaUej «. 97, tLau ed^ycx^jj. ti9. * Mart. 
*5^-/. 100. 
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^ Una cantay el gallo calla, i.e. Sad is that houfe, 
where the hea crows and the cock is filent.] 

•That which is fmall in appearance gives 
the brightcft luftre to the bravcft anions *. 

[The luftre of a great aftion may depend on 

. a trivial circumftance. — The Italians fay, Tutte 

U gran facende fi f anno di poca cofa. Nor is the 

Latin very different from tne Cliinefe, Ncn rara 

par va^magnarumrerumfunt indicia. Er^f. Adag.] 

The beft chance a man hath to cfcape a 
danger which he cannot fliun, is to face 
it boldly ^, 

• The bow will break that is too much 
bent. 

[This is the fame with the Latin adage, 
Arcus nimis intenfus rumpitur. — The Italian is 

• not very remote. Chi troppo I* ajfoglia fr^fto la 
fca'ver.%a, i. e. " Who wire-draws a thrr.g too 

much, focn breaks it." — See the foregoing Hift. 
vol. I. pag. 62.] 

The branch of a tree that is (f\^y and pliant, 
takes whatever bent is given it '. 

[This is appl;cd by the Chiwfe to the obfc- 
quious condefcciiding humble man. To in- 
culcate the iafcty a.id utility of a iIi;p.)n:ioii of 
this kind, the Chinefe tell the folIoAin^ iiitlc 

»F. Du Haldc, 1. 98. ^Ibid. 93. ' Ibid, T. 4TT. 

• tale. 
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talc. ** The Emperor Tai-tfong one day dif- 
•* couriing with his minillers, afked, *' Which 
** is moft durable, a hard thing or a foft ?'* 
** Sir, anfwered Shu-hiaf?g, I am fourfcore yean 
•* of age, and I have loft many of my teejh, 
" but none of tongue." P. Du Halde, vol. 2. 
p. 115O 

* The Chinefe^ though at a diftance, always 
honour the Emperor, when with the ufual 
ceremonies they receive their guefls "• 

[Martiniusy who quotes this proverb, (Hift, 
1.4.) fuppofes it alludes to the Cbineje CM^om^ 
of having the entrance of their halls, &Cy to 
look towards the imperial palace : fo that all 
their proftrations are made towards the Em- 
peror^s throne, who is by this means, confider- 
cd as a kind of divinity every where prefent. — 
Perhaps it has a farther meaning, and implies 
that every aft of decency and good order, is a 
tacit le'ped paid to the Emperor, and does he* 
nour to his government.] 

* The contention between the bird and the 
oyfter is the fiflierman's gain ". 

[There is a kind of ihell fifh on the coafts 
of China^ which often lies afleep in the fun 
with the (hell open ; in which date if it is 
efpicd by the fea- fowls, it is greedily feized 
as a defirable prey: but the filh clafping its 



' Ogilhy^ a. 395. » l!iUrt. Hift, 224. 

ihell 
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ihell together, often entraps and detains its 
enemy, till both become the prize of thd 
'fiiherman. Mart/HiH. p. 224.J 

• The demons hear the words of the bargain 
made with the inchanter: the work over- 
hears what the workman pronounces in 
his indignation ®« 

[The Chine/e have a fuperftitious notion, that 
fihe curfes of a workman pronounced over a 
bnilding, will prevent the family that lives in 
it from thriving. Hde locum citat,^ 

The dyke once broken, we can no longer 
ftop the torrent p. 

[Solomon hath ufed the fame image wirb a 
particular application. 7 he beginning of ftrifi 
iSf as ivhen one letteth out luaicr : therefore lea*ve 
»ff contention before it be meddled ivith. Prov. 
xvij. 14.] 

• The Emperor lets loofe (o many murderers^ 
dogs and wolves, when he creates Mancla-^ 
fines to govern them *i. 

[See this explained, vol. 2. p. 165. note.] 

The fair tree was not deftroyed becaufe its 
branches were broken, or its leaves beaten 
down : but becaufe its roots were fpoiled 
and corrupted '• 

• P. DuHalde, 2. 5I. * Lett, ed. xxruj. iii^ 

^P.Magalb.p. 135. 'P. Du Halde, i. 4x4.. 

[The 
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[The fame image occui's in i Chiuefe me- 
morial: and is applied to the (late of the em- 
. pire under the .reign of Ngai-tiy who while 
he was extending its boundaries by conqueft, ne- 
glected the internal adminiftration, *' Though 
** nothing could be more glorious in appear- 
; •* ance, I compare it (fays the writer) to a 
** great tree which flioots forth large branches 
*^ and thick leaves, but whofe trunK and roots 
** th^ worms devour. The tree, notwithftand- 
*' ing its beautiful appearance, is in great dan- 
*' ger." P. Du Halde, nj. i./. 499. J 

* The family which applies itfelf to amafi a 
treafure of virtues, ihall want for nothing : 
it fhall enjoy a felicity beyond its very 
dcfircs •• 

* The family which gives itfelf up to the 
pradice of evil, (hall be overwhelmed with 
afflidions ^ 

* The fortune of children ought to be of their 
' own making \ 

[Equivalent to the Lat. ^i/quefaher fortunaf 
fua. And to the Span. Coda uno es hijo de/us 
obrast i- «• Every one is the fon of his works.-— 
The above maxim holds fo true in China, that 
it is common to fee the grandfon of a Prime 
Minifter, reduced to fo mean an eilate, as to 

• Lett, ed, xxij. 310* * Ihid. 312. " P. Du 

Vol. III. Q become 
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feecome ^ dealer In feme litde mail traffic^ Sec. 
P. Magal. p. 146.] 

* The greateft rivers, and the very fca itfdf, 
are lower than the fmalleft brooks^ with- 
out loling their fuperiority ^« 

[This is afed as a leflbn of condefiaenfiott 

tOid humility td great men,] 

• Thd greateft things very frequently have 
but finall beginnings ^ 

[Tis Apothegm will perhaps receiirfe illof- 
fration from the following Chinee images. 
<' The glow-worm borrows iti laibv from a 
** heap of rotten herbs in which it is ingender* 
'< ed : the mod odoriferous floWers owe their 
** beauty and fragrance to a dunghill : light 
*^ iflbes from the womb of darknefs : the maft 
•' liftipid water burlb out of a [fmall] opening 
" of the earth;* P. Du Halde, <u. a. /. 45.] 

The heart is a country of prodigious extent: 
life were it never Co long would not afford 
fufficient time to fow it all over y. 

[" This year,'* faid Li-nvtH-tfie ofie day to 
himielf, '*! am fifty-fix years of age: few 
** people live beyond ferenty^ I have therefore 
** bdt ten or twelve years to hope for 1 of this 
** fmall remnant of ]ifc» the inconvemences of 
*' old age will confume a great part; there 

y ?. Du HaUf, i« 524, > M 2. 89. y IbuL ls« 

^l jepnains 
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** remains then bat a fmall pittance of time, 

* «* in which I can do good : how then ihall 
<* dare to ileal any from it to do evil !** P. l^u 

* Haldc, vol. 2. p. 113.] 

* The hufbahd ind wife are like the birds 

* of the field : in the evening they meet in 

- the ikme thicket) but feparate in the morn- 
ing*. 

^he king of 7fi had a thoufand chariots of 
: horfes, yet after he Was fltin, the people 

found no virtue in him deferving applaufe. 

Pe-y and Sha'tf0 died of want at the foot 

- of the mountain Sheu-ydngi yet aro they 
celebrated to this day \ 

[This is a faying of Confacius, — T/i waa 
formerly a little kingdom, now fwallowed up 
in the Chinefi empire. — Pe-y and Sbe-t/e were 
4:wo brothers remarkably virtuous. — China is 
fo populous, that in a yttr of dearth, mul- 
titudes are fare to perifli by want : a misfor^ 
tune to which the mod virtuous poor mufi: 
be mod liable, as diidaining to fupport life 
by thofe difhoneft means fo generally pradiifed 
in China.'] 

* The lamp goes emt when the oil is fpent *. 

[This is a common exprefllon to iignify the 
expiration of life. See the i|>ecimetis of Chim 

^P.DuHalcie,t,i67. ^Conf^lid.^^izi, ^P.'Du 
Ualdfp 2. 231, 
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ne/e poetry in the next vol. from P. Da Halic, 

2. 159.] 

* The life of man is a fever : in which very 
cold fits are followed by others equally hot \ 

[The Reader will pardon me if I take oc- 
cafion to introduce here fome refledions oa the 
fame fubjed from Cbine/e moraliils. 

** I fee nothing grand and real in this life, 
*^ bat a vail fea and a large 'river : the iea <^ 
** forrows and troubles ; a fea infinitely wide ; 
*^ whofe fhores are not feen : — The river of onr 
^ defires ; whofe depth is unfathomable. Man 
'* is like a wretched bark, battered with the 
*^ waves, and leaking at every feam.'* P. Du 
Halde, 2. /. 97. 

*' The life of man is a journey : we mnft 
'' make it out however bad the road is : ieldom 
*' is it found to be even : but if at firft it be 
* ' dangerous, narrow and difficult, there is room 
** to hope that towards the end it will become 
•* broad, fmooth and firm.^ IhiJ, p. 98. 

** It is with the life of man as with the flowers 
*' of a garden : the mod beautiful are common- 
•* ly the mod delicate : and if they blow before 
*' the other; they are fure to wither and die 
" before them too.'* Ibid.] 

The man, who hath never been fick, doth 
not know the value of health *•. 

[Tlie Italians fay, Chi ha la fanita e ricco e 

« P. Du IlaJde, %. 115. * Id, 2. 6t. 

ttcn 
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• mn la/a. i. e. He, wlio hath health, is ricb, and 
doth not know it.] 

.♦The man, who. hath never Iqoked upon a 
Mandarine in the court with an evil eye, 
is a precious gem *. 

C * [i. c. Who hath never beenquellioned as 
a criminal.— This pcoverb msy .fcrye to ibew 
the general profligacy of the Chinefe, as alfo 

' the minute attention which their Mandarines 
' pay to their rtanncrs,] 

.♦ The man, who is pointed at with the finger, 
. never dies of a difeaie ^ 

* The man, who wants to dry [any thing,] 
ftays not for n'^ht, but makes the beft ufe 
he can of the noon- day, fun «i 

[Eng. Make hay ^mhile the fun fhines^ 

'The man, who walks too faft, is prone either 
^ ^o ftumble or fall **. , . , 

[The French fay, ^ trop f$ hate en che- 
minant fe fourvoye fowvent. And we. The more 
hafte^ the ivorfe jpeed»'\ 

The manners of the people depend on thofcj 

who arc over them, as ' the clay in the 

' wheel depends on the potter, who forms ft *• 



,'Ogilhje, 2. 565. 'P. Du HaUe, 1.49$. « ll;ui, 
11.69. *^ Ibidi ^^^l ^lbid.\,^%^ 

0.3 .The 
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f The medicine^ diat dothnot caufe the pa^ 
tient to wink, never cures him K 

[Wc fay, D^/ferati dtftafn mufl hmw dfjft^ 
rateeuns,'] Lai. AawrUfbwmaciSfSmuar^U' 

lis proluiturJ] 

^ The more a man adrancea in rktu^ dso 
more fparing he if of his words K 

[The Chinee, at hath been obfenrej^ txt 
great enemies to loqjuacity : the fame maj be 
remarked of the Spaniards, who exprels d^ir 
fe&fe of this matter in the following prorerbi • 
Hablapoco y hien^ teMorU ban per Jgidenp i. e. 
Speak little, and to Uie parpo(e, yon fhali be 
held in confideration. Homire de poeas faUi^ 
hred y effas fahiasf i. c. A man fliould ipeak 
few words and wife The Italians fay, Chi 
fiu f(^ mt»o parlot i. e* He who knows moft, 
talks leaft. — But the Cbiue/e we fee make Cfen 
a virtoie of tacttnmity.} 

The more hafte a rnaii makes to unravel a 
fkain of thread, the more he entangles it". 

[To the fame effe^ as the laft proverb bat 
one of the preceding page.] 

* The moft ignorant have knowledge enough 
to dilcern the faults of others : the moft 
clear^fighted are blind to their own **. 



^P.DuHaldi,$i%. JW. «. XXX. ^Und.^^^ 
•Ibid. 1. 410. 449, 

3 The 



.♦The net io^WpU heaven hp\d^ ^«W*- 
. Jti^d is v^y fp^cipus ; if feegjfnpt fq jpc- 
L ^^rd ih&m^ n^vgnhtl^fe there is jdo way to 
cfcapeit*. 

[Like the ancient Etfgijb jptomH,. Tou iianci 
Jnxi ttft^ and thirds nobody fees jiou. . See B>Hy*] 

Th0 peach and the plumb fpeak not: i^iey 
V jiatur^lly leave traces of their wordi ^ 

[Something fimilar to our proverb^ Good 
cm/ffAJueds m bujff ; the meamng is, that thiogs' 
which have an intrinfic value, need no fadied 
f and fdlUcious orn^ents tq fet them oC]} 

f The pitcher 9099 often lip ai^ dowA the 
well, but is bibken at laft. 

[S^ the fQr.w>iM; Hjft. vqJ, ^, i^ 203: 
^ Th? frmh fx|f?is this by ^Q pipywog. 7m 

' fowvent 'ua le pot a Peau, que Pa^fey den^eure. 



And, Tant 'ua la cruche a Peau^ qii a ta Jin elk 
'ftbriM 

^The principal ca^-e 9f a hufb^nd Is to fnake 
his wife virtuous %" '' 

♦The provinces fend Mandarines io Pe-king; 
Pe-king in exchange fends th^ iiQne b|it 
lacquies and meflengers '• 

* [This alludes to the conftant difpatch of mef- 

* ?• Du Halde^ 2, 1 55, P Let, f^. x}cvj. \i^ 

5 F. Du Halde, 2. 43. » f . A%. /, ;i6f . 

Q^ 4 fengers 
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' Xmgen and exprefles contmaaUy going to aft' 
pom of the empire. It it alfo a rare thmg 

. to .hear of a Mandarine^ who is a native of the 
metropolis. P. Magal. p. 266.] 

f The hit bath feen the cat «. 

[* In the orig. La^-Jbt^kien'ma: This is 
applied to the Mandarines of the provinces' 
upon the arrival of a Vifitor: to exprefi the 
. great awe they (land in of him.] 

^ The iea hath no bounds, and the Kia^ 00 
bottom ^ 

[The Kiofig is the greateft river in China, and 
is called by various names as, The /wtfthe 
fia: The great river ^ &e. It rans inadircc- 
don from weft to eaft over a tra£t of 400 
Prtnth leagues. It is fo deep as to give rife 
to the above proverb. See P. Le Ccmpte, tau 
I./. 168.] 

* The Shin cannot be made ufe of when we 
weigh large ftones : neither will a midling 
capacity & for great undertakings *"• 

[The Shin is a weight anfwerable to a pound 
in Europe. — Eng. Every maris nofe luill noi 
make a Jhoeing-him, ] 

The finalleft brooks become great riven «^« 



•» P. Mag. 211. « P. LiCwnhte^ 1. 168. 
Dif Halde^ i. 511. ^ Lett, ed, xjv. 100. 
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[So the French fay, Les petits ruijfeaux font ki 
grands rMerts*] 

The fmalleft worms have their holes \ 

[Not very unlike in its application to the 
ancient adage, Etiam capillus unus boBet umhram 
fuam. Ital. O^ni pelo bala/uaombra,'] 

♦ The fpirit Ngao prelidcs over the hall : yet 
greater worfhip is due to the Ipirit 5^7*, who^, 
prefides over the kitchen ^ 

[Thefe arc a kind of Lares or honfhold |;ods, 
of which the fpirit Ngao is deemed of fuperior 
rank to the fpirit Sao^ who yet is more regard* 
^ ed» as being more neceifary to life.] 

* The fureft way to keep fccret, what we 
would not have known, is not to do it«> 
When one is afraid of being over-heard, 
the beft way is to be filent *• 

[This is exadly the Italian maxim, Se 'vuof' 
che ftia fecretOy nollo dire : E fe non *uuei chefi 
fappiuy nollo fare, i. e. If you would have a 
tmnc; kept fecret, tell it to no one : and if yon 
would riot have a thing known of you, never 
do it. The French fay, // ne faut jamais ricn 
fare en particuUer dont on dovve rouger en pub- * 
//V.] 

The Tan lives 6n air and dew : can any crea- 

»?./)« Haldiy 1. 413. y CW. lib, %.pu 2./. 7. . 
f ?. Du Halde, i. 483. 523, 

ture 
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I tw^ ba mor^ independent ? Y^t is it betraj- 
cd by its cry, and becomes the prey of tbe 
Tang-lang *• 

[Tb^ft are two ipfedls,— This is ia|tQ(}ed to 
$£^fyf that men of^n draw fore evils npcn 
themfelves by their garrulity ; according to 
that of Horace.—^/ corvus tacuiffet, batferet 
plus dapis li rixa multa minus iwuidupqueJ] 

The Teng'b lives entwined round the tree that 
fupports it: if the tree fall, it expires ^ 

^oatvajent to the En^. Fall oak, fall ii^,-^ 
The Teng'lo is a flowering ihrub, which the 
Chhtefe teach to climb up their arbours : it bears 
clufters of violet flowers^ which are good to 
eat. Lett, ed, xficvj, 14a.] 

• The thickeft ice is longeft thawing S 

[Of the fame ii][>part with prov. zd pag. 219.] 

^ The tree is without leaves, but the root is 
yet alive **• 

[Applicable to a perfon, who hath Qot been 
called forth to exhibit much virtue^ yet may 
have the feeds of goodnefs in him.] 

* The vileft herbs ibould be gathered with 
care : and the wood which feems only fit for 
burning Ihould be piled up % 

•P. Du Halde^ ». iij, * Lett, ed. xxvj, 14a. 

^P.DuHalde,%, s%n * Ibid. 1S7. fj;^^ 1.4.13. 

[Not 
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[Not unlike the old Englifli faw. ^^a 
ba'vf waprtfint nfe of a f^itgy /«y ff fyforJifveM 
year^ ^nd ihn tnrn it 2 smd iay.it fy for another 
fe^venyears^ und if you ^ivant it not thn, burn //.] 

The virtue, which is confined to fafting and 
long pny^FS) 19 the virtue of ^ Bonzee^ ivho 
is only ufeful to the animals, whom he 
dares not kill ^ 

* The water, which is almofl; all run out, will 
foon ftrike the bell s. . 

[This proverbia} expr^iSon is ufed to denote 
the approach of death, as we fajr, *f ffis frlafs is 
** almoft runJ* The Chznefe u(e a kind of wa- 
ter-clocks. ' See note to ¥9l. %\ pag. 96. 289.] 

* The water, which bears up the bark, is like* 
wife the water, which fwallpws it up ^, 

[This proverb owes its birdi to the Emperor 
^ai'tfmg i who one day as he was taking the 
air on the water alongr with his fbns, fiiid, 
*• You fee, my childreu, that this baik is fup- 
** ported by the water, which at the fame time 
'* can overwhelm it : confider that the people 
** reiemble the water, and the Emperor 'the 
" bark.'* P. Pu Halde, i. 197. The Chhiefe 
mcmarch (thoagh he hath ibmewhat differently 
applied it) hath hit, we fee, upon the fame me* 
taphor, as the celebrated Roman poet, 

O nmjis refiunt in mare te novi 

^ P- Ou Halde, 2. 60. » W. ■ 1. /. 526. » Zf 

1.524. 
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■ The water, which in its fourcc is no more 
than a little Oream, augments infenfiblj in 
its courfe, and becomes capable of over- 
turning the higheft mountains ^ 

[Of the fame tendency with the laft prov. of 
page 232. It is applied at the old Latilk adage* 
Prind^is ohfta."] 

* The water, whofe fpring is muddy, can 
never have a clear ftream *^. -^ 

[Lat. Mali corvt\ malum o'vum»'\ 

* The way to flop the mouths of flandercrs is 
never to fefent their ufage *. 

[" Whether I am praifcd or blamed,'* (ays a 
. Clnnefe fage, " I make it of ufc to my a^- 
** vancement in virtue. Thofe who commend 
**■ me, I conceive to point out the way I ought 
• ** to go ; thofe who blame me, as telling me 
** the dangers I have to run.'* P. Du Halde^ 
2.113. 

** It was a good maxim of our anceftors,'* 

(fays the Emperor Tag-t/ong in a memorial) *' I 

'* look upon the man who contradids me, as 

** my mailer, he inftruds me and is ufefu) to 

. ** me: I dread him, who applauds and flatters 

*< me, as my enemy, for he thinks of his own 

- *' intereft and not mine." P. Du Halde^ 1. 

540. 

The Italians have a faying, <' DilU ingiurie 



i Litt, ed. xxvj. 1 38. ^ P. Du HakU, 2. 6)i. 

• Li. a. 54. 



il 
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' ilremedio c hi fcorJarJi, i.e. To forget a wrong 
is the beft revenge.] 

♦ The wicked fear the (pirits ". 

[Guilty minds are very apt to create fpe£lres 
and phantoms, and to be terrified at their own 
Ihadows : according to that fine obfervation of 
■ Solomon, The ^wicked fee ^when no man pur* 
fuethy but the righteous are hold as a lion. Pro v. 
xxviij. 1,] • 

♦ The zeal of a good fubje<9r, and the piety 
of a dutiful fon, ought never to relax with 
the number of years "• 

[Hereafter folltyw fime maxims of C N- 
FUCIUS.] 

There are three things, concerning which 
every follower of virtue ought to be iipon 
his guard : in the time of youth, the ufe cS 
women : in time of maturity and manhood, 
quarrels : in time of old age, the defire of 
having ®, 

[Sc, LvlQl, ambition, and avarice.] 

There are three fears admitted by the wife 
and good : they fear the commands of hea- 
ven : they fear their fuperiors : they fear 
the words of the faints p. 



« Lett. ed. xx'tj, 309. ^ ?>Du HalJe^ i- ^34- 

•Conf.lib. 3./. 119. P ibid. 

[They 



»38 CHINESE PROVERBS 

[They fear. i. e. They revere, c^r (land ui 
awe of.] 

There arc three joys ufeful and three pemi* 
cious : the joy that fprings from the dif- 
charge of duty : the joy of proclaiming the 
^000 words and actions of others : and the 
joy, which arifes from the friendihip of 
good men : tbefe are ufeful. 

There are three joys pernicious : the joy of 
empty pride : the joy of idlenefs and licen« 
tioufnei^: and that which flows from the 
jefts and pleafures of the banquets 

There are three friends ufeful, and three per- 
nicious : the virtuous : the frank and fincere: 
and the friend that heareth many things; 
[i. e. fvbo is learned."] Thefe are ufeful \ 

There are three friends pernicious : the hy- 
pocritical and deceitful : the foft and flat- 
tering: and the friend that b given to 
prate \ 

There are thtee faults, which a young man is 
Jiable to commit in the prefence of his fu- 
periors : if he fpealc without being fpoke 
to, he will pais for forward ; if, when he is 
fpoke to, he return no anfwcr, he will be 
thought tricking and deceitful ; and, if he 

^ Conf. lib. 3. /^. 1 1 p. r P. Du Halile, x . 4*3. Com/. 
lib. 3./. 119. *tbid. 

/n«lk 
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fpfeak without confidering Well i^htit he fays, 
he will be lobked on as a fool * 

Thett are three forts of difcotirfes to which 
We ought not to IfeHd aM ear : -thofe con- 
cerning intrigues or utilaU^ful engagements; 
thofe whicih propofe ^riy uftjiift advantage ; 
and the difcourfe Whkh proceeds froih a 
double heart ^ 

Thete are three fdrf^ of peffons which I 
cannot endure : the ignorant, who would 
fain appear judicious and knowing; the 
haughty and prefumptuoas, who afFe<5l cou- 
rage and valour ; and thofe fatirical carping 

. perfons, who would fiiin be thouglit juft 
ahdfincere^. 

There are four others, which oUght to be ddi- 
0U8 to a wife tnfth : thofe liialignant fpiritd, 
who love to publifh the faults 6f bth^rs; 
thofe vile perfons, who fpeak ill of their 
princes 5 thofe men in power, who have no 
fentiments of humanity; and thofe bold 
and rafli mefl, who aft Without refleaion '^. 

There are five mortal difeafes of families: re- 
velling; great buildihgs; law-fuits; vain 
curiofities ; and idleilefs y. 

There are five forts of women you fliould not 

«P.D«ifo/i?, 1.415. '^/i.2.54. ^'A/. 1.411. 
?/W, f/^/V/.a. 63. 

irarry ; 
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, marry : fhe who is of a houre, which hath 
been negligent of the filial duties: or which 

, is of irregular and fufpeded morak: or 
which is branded with fome mark of infa* 
my : or which hath fome hereditary and in- 
fe£lious difeafe : or, when ihe is an elder 
daughter having loft her father *. 

[Mod of the foregoing are extraded from 
the writings of Confucius^ the prince of the Ofi* 
nefe philofophers. It will be unneceflary to 
remark to the Reader the flriking refemblance 
this manner of moralizing bears to that of the 
*' ancient //<r^fw fages. Com^Titt Pronierh chap. 
30. pajfim tsff, IJcf with the pafTages at large 
from which the foregoing fentences are ex- 
ua^ted and abridged. See aJfo Confuc, Uh. 3. 
/. 132. \£c.\ . . 

* Though nothing grows about Pe^king^ it 
never knows the want of any thing *• 

[A local proverb: the country about Pr-if/j; 
is barren. J 



% 



Though you purchafe all China^ ftill there 
will be lands bordering upon yours **. 

♦ Thofe in the provinces generally follow the 
track of the court *=. 

♦ Thofe who purchafe drugs and medicines, 

« ?. Du HaUe, i. 444. • Mart. Atlas, p. 30. * P. 
DuHaUep a. 51. « U. i. 526. 

ought 
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^ ought to have two eyes : only one is re- 
* quired in thofe that adminifter them : none 
at all in thofe that take them ^ 

[Alluding to the frequent and artful adnl- 
" terations pradtifed by the Chinee. — The Ita- 
lians have a proverb, Chi compra ba hefogno di 
, cent^ occhh chi <vende «' ha ajfai d*uno, i. e. 
, He who buys hath need of a hundred eyes : 
one is enough for him that fells.] 

* To ^Et the part of a kirig is difficult : to 
perform the part of a minifter Is not eafy ^, 

.♦ To attempt to'catch' birds with one hand, 
and to cover the eyes with the other '. 

[This is applied to any vain and abfurd 
attempt. — ^The French and We have a proverb 
like this in form, tbo' different in applicatioui 
^i veuf prendre unoifeau^ qu^ il ne P affarou- 

. che, '•^To fright a bird is not the way to catch her, 

\ See Ray.] 

To be like people, who fet their feet upon 
two barks : the barks feparate, and they fall 
into the water s. 

[Equivalent to that common adage, which 
which prevails in mod of the languages in 
Europe y [Sc, Eng. Fr. &c.) " Between twojiools 



* P, Du Halde, %. an. , * Conf. lib. %. p. 93. 
' P. Du HalJe, i 523. \Lett» ed, xjx. zslj. 

Vol. in. K the 



M2 CHJNpSE PROVERBS 

th^ breech falls U the groun4.^ Lat. Dt^ ififi^ 
qttens liforts mutrum ca^it, ItaL Cln dnf Ufri 
€acci(h unaferdre i P altra lafcia^ 

To be one day as hot as cha^^HCoal, aod ten 
dajrs as cold as ice, is nc^ the nf ay to ifn- 
prove in ftudy ^. 

[The Spaniards fay, ** Libro cemuh, m 
facalarado: i.e. The ihst boek makes no 
fcholar.] 

* To be^ well is common : to end well a 
rare*, 

^To begin well fignifics little, unlefi you alio 
end well K 

[Lat« Exitus aSa frolat. Eng. The evadmg 
crowns the dajJ] 

* To call in tygers to drive out dogs *. 

[Equivalent to the old Lat. adaees, Ne cine- 
rem 'vitans in prunas incidas. And, Ftmmm fu» 
giens inignemhuidi. Eng* Outef the frying f am in^ 
to the fae.-^Thc Chiiufe chiefly apply this pro- 
verb to the Tartars, who in the laft centofy 
being called into quell a rebellion, made them* 
ielves matters of the empire.] 

* To-day repent of the faults of yeflerday : 
and towards the end of every moon, of thofe 
committed (ince its beginning "*• 

^ P.DuHaUe,z.sZ* *W. 1.467. * fi^ 
5x5. ^DwysKa»»isf* '^P.Du}iaUU,t.$%o. 

3 To 
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to dcferve the affiffiahce of heaven, a prince 
maff honoar and pradifc die five viittkes ». 

[The five cardiaal virtues, fe revered among 
the Cbineje, are, Jiny charity : T, ynSaot : £/, 
coartefy (pr o\>k!tt2mCt of the rit^) : Chi^ pru- 
dence : and Sittf fidelity. P. S^nedo, p. i^.'\ 

To dig towardis the caft, in ordcfr to fill; up a 
hole towards the weft, is giving one*s felf 
ufelefe trouble*. 

[The Spaniards fay (though I beikye ^th 
fome diffmnce in the appliciatibfl) tidier un 
boyo para tapar 9tro. i. e. To make Otkt hblc 
to fin up another: equivalent to our^j To'r§b 
Pefir t9 fajf Paid:] 

*To embroil a man in his deding^, is aft if 
you put his father to death p. 

FThe ChtTtefe Ulnftrate this pioverb* bsr the 
following tale. — " A poor man, in order to 
" have wherewithal to celebrate the feaffi' of 
*^ the new year, offered' an earthen pot to (ell, 
** which was his wholes flock. He met tWo 
" perfons, one of whom offered him' a r^a- 
" ibnable price; but the other hindcfcd the 
** bargain. The man was fo ftruck with the 
'* difappointment, that his foot (lipped, and he 
** broke the veflel: which drove hiih to de- 
'' fpair. He had fcaice recovered his^ fetifes^ 
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2|H4 CHINESE PROVERBS 

** when he ran after him; who was the occafioa 
** of breaking the bargain, and made a great 
' <* noife at the door of Us houfe. When be was 
<' coming away, he perceived feme doaths 
<* hanging out to dry : he Hole them to purchafe 
** wherewithal to make himfelf and his wife 
** • merry. From that day he took to theft, and 
** became a noted robber : which brought him 
** at length into the hands of jaftice. Upon 
** his examination he accufed the other for his 
** confederate and feducer : who upon his evi- 
** dence Was condemned to die. Coming both 
^' of them to the place of execution^ the robber 
** caft a hideous look at bis companion : Do i . 
** you know me, faid he ? I am the man whom Li 
** you hindered at fuch a time from felling his fl 
** earthen pot : that was the caufe of my rain, 
^< and it is bat jnft you fhonld faffer with me." 
P. Du Halde, 2. 59.] 

♦ To find a treafure in a fccrct place, when we = ) 
know the owner : to meet with a fine wo- ' 

snan alone in a remote apartment : to hear 
die voice of an enemy fallen into a pit 
where he mufl perifh without our affif- 
tance : admirable touchftones of the heart i. 

[See before, vol. 2. pag. 146. note.] 

To forget your forefathers, is to be as water 
without a fource : as a tree without roots '• 



.«?• Du Haldtf s. 47. 1 xo, ^Uit^ id. x^. i9€ 
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V tTHis proverb is defigned to correct the va- 
nity of thofe, who having attained by fome 
lacky chance to an higher eminence than they 
were bom to, are afhamed of their parentage^] 

♦ To fornifh arms to a robber •• 

[Equivalent to our faying. To put a /word in 
a mmdn^s handJ] 

♦ To hear the fages, a cottage fervcs Ven-hm 
for a palace ^ 

\yeH-heu was king of a part of China^ and 
fo addided to philofophy , that once after hunt- 
ing, when there was a great profpedl of an ap- 
proaching temped, and his chariot was brought 
to carry him home, he rather chofe to day and 
hear the lectures of fome philofophers, who 
were afTembled in a cottage. Hence the above 
became a proverb toexprefs an uncomjnon thirft 
of knowledge. Vidf he. €ttat\\ 

♦ To juftify yourfelf to an angry man is 
throwing oil upon the fire ". 

[Like that of the fon of Sirach, " Strive not 
nnitb a man that is of an evil tongue^ and heap 
not lAjood upon hisjirey Ecclus. viij. 3.] 

To live always frugally ; quietly, and in great 
abftradion of mind and heart : this is the 



« P. Du Halde, i . 455.. * Mart. Hift^ i i^. " P. 
J)uHaUe,z, 117. ' 

R 3 grand 
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grand medicine, and the precious fione^ 
•nrhofe virtues are (o rare ""• 

rTfae Cbinefe are fgtdAf addiAed to alchymf 
and often rain themfelves b fearch of the phi. 
lofophers ftpne and miirerfti medicme: thk 
was the anTwer of one of their fages, when after 
many years fpent in ftodious retirement in a 
certain moantain, he was afi:ed to onfbld the 
grand iecret, he was fappoTed to have beeii ia 
paHalt of. — See above, vol. 2. pag. 7. note.] 

To meditate too much on a deiign when 
formed^ occafions irrelblution : to trifle too 
much on a fubjed, prevents our keeping to 
what is efiential '* 

f To nejgleA little things, fometimcs cauies 
the loKpf great things ^ 

[So the Italian, Chi non tien eomo dil p^c^^ n§H 
acquifta V ajfai. i. e. He, that does not mind 
fmall things, will never gain a great deal.] 

To read an excellent book the firft time is to 
gain a new friend : to read over one we 
have perufed before, is like meeting with 
an old friend *. 

[The Spaniards fay, Ab aj mas citrtoy deley^ 
io/o amigo, que el b^en lilro. i. e. There is not a 



"^ P. Du HaUe, t. 07* ^ Ibid. ^S. ^C9nf.l.^.p. 
741* * ^« Du Jialdei %, 47. ui^ 

more 
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iMre faithfol or agreeable friend thaft a good 
b^ook. And the It^ans have a prorefb, Non 
«i;' e pegpor ladrc iP un catiiuo lihro. i. c. There 
is not a worfe thief than a bad book.] 

f To ride an afs, to feek an afs \ 

[In the orig. J&-//«/w;-//«. 'this is exa£% 
correfpondent with the French^ Jlcbertbefonam 
et il eft dejjus.1 

To run with faggots to quenth a fire *. 

[To the fame efFeft with the Frenchj Jetor 
deP huiUfur kfm,'\ 

To ftop the bubKng of boih'ng water, by 
pouring other boiling water upon it*'. 

To think not to be wet, and yet leap into the 
water ^. 

To thent, wfid bavie not ffudied, their pencil 
leems as heavy as a milftone *". 

[See note, toL 2. pag. 127.] 

To fay you only Inow, what you know tho- 
roughly^ and to confefs you are ignorant of 
what you do not know> is tp be truly 
learned ^. 

[A maxim of Confucius.} 

• P. Du HaUe, 1.616. "» Ihid. 483. ' Ibid. 
485. 517. t ^*. 5^7* ! ^^ *. 5»» '^''> 

R 4 Too 
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♦ Too many ihepherds to one flock fervc 
]y to difturb it : but if one (hepherd keeps 
it, it marches along without ftraying s. 

[The Chinefe have no idea of any form of 
government but the monarchical, and cannot be ' 
brought, to comprehend what is meant by a 
republic. This was experienced by the Dutch 
embaifadors in 1658, who when they came 6> 
explain the nature of their government, cOofd 
excite no other idea, but that they were a iie&* 
of pirates, living in a date of anarchy : to re- 
move this fttfpicion they were at laft obliged to 
rcprefent the Prince of Orange as their fove- 
rcign. — See Nieuhff paj/im. Mod. Un, Hifi.. 
njiij. 139. 

N. B. UoiiJLiPA ka»v is not a more commoa . 
metaphor with the father of greek poetry, thair 
'* pallor or ihepherd of the people" is with 
the Chineje to exprefs their rulers and gover- 
nors.—'* I am paftor and governor of this cuy,** 
faith a Chinefe Mandarine ; •* this quality of 
** pallor obliges me to procure whatever con* 
•* duces to this city's advantage, &c." Lett* • 
*' ed, XV. 169. — ^The firftduty of a magiftrate» 
*^ (faith one oi their Emperors in an edid,) u 
*' to guide the people* like a good fhepherd, 
*• and prevent their going aftray." P, Dh 
Halde, I. 456.] 

♦ Twice eight is not more than eighteen \ 

» P. Du Flalde, i. 593. 604. ^ Bayer pre/, p, a^. 

[This 
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[This is faidy when after a pompous detail of 
particularSy the fum total falls fliort of expec- 
tation. Lat. Non refpondet opinioni calculus.^ 

* Vifiory. infpires even cowards with courage,/ 
and a vanquifhed army can hardly fubUft 
itfelf*? 

* Virtue can crown the meaneft with 
glory K 

* Virtue, when pure and folid, touches Shin^ 
what effeft then muft it have on the pea- 
plc'. 

[5>W« fignifiei the Spirits or Gcnij.] 

U and Twey when in a bark together and ex- . 
pofed to (hipwreck, will help one another 
to ride out the tempeft ". 

[U and Tnve means two bitter and impla- 
cable enemies,— Eng. •* Common danger makes 
friends^ 

* Undertake nothing without bringing it to 
a conclufion ", 

* Unlefs forefight extend to a thoufand Lee^ " 
calamity will foon be under the table *. 

[He who hath not prudence to forefee his 



J P. Du Halde, i. 479. ^ lb. 627. » lb. 515, 
"^Z^. 609 »/i/.2. 46. •Coifj^;/. 3./. 113. 

misfortunes 
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l&iifortunes before they come, will not be able 
to prevent them. Eqaivalent to the Ei^liiL 
•' F&re-'warHid fire- armed**] 

Water once fpilt cannot be gathered op i^;ain 
into the vefle] '• 

[Equivalent to that of ours, " There is no aj» 
** mgforJhedmilkr'^IYit above k applied bf 
the cUneJe aathor, who quotes it, to the loft of 
reputacioDy but feems applicable to any irre- 
trievable misfortune, tn the fcrijptare ocean 
fbck an image applied to haman life. ^Jt^emMji | 

needs die : and are as ^ater Jpilt on the grmmdf , 

vfbich cannot be gathered up agaisu* % Sam* \ 

3cjv. 14.] jji 

Water too clear is without fiih : a man too 
prying lives without fociety \ 

* We are as people, who have continually be- ' 

fore their eyes, the dead bodies of their j 

parents ^ : 

[It is thus the Chinefe exprefs the Ughcft I 

poflible grief.] I 

* We caft a golden net with both hands, and 
catch a hundred misfortunes '• 

[The meaning is, << He that increajeth riches^ 

increafeth /orro^,'*] 



9 Lett, ed, xx^j. loi. " P. €u Halde^ a. 5S, 
» Lett. ed. vij. 213. * P. Da Halde, 1.159. 

Wtatt 
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f What every one is within : fiich he appears 
without ^ 

[To the fame purpofe as the Lat. Heu quani 
dificik eft crimen non fredere multu /] 

* What is talked of in the women's apart- 
ment, ought not to be mentioned out of it ""• 

What you hate in thofe that go before yon, 
do not to them who come after you : and 
what you condemn in thofe at your right 
band, do not to thofe at your left "". 

[It is thus the Chtnefe exprefs that maxim, 
2)ff as you 'would he done hy, ■ They alfo iz^* 
** What yott hate in your fuperiors, do not to 
** your inferiors : and what you diflike in your 
•* inferiors, do not to your fuperiors Vid. Uc. 
eitat,] 

• Tflfang'tien proteSs virtue wherever it is, 
without acceptance of perfons '. 

[Whang'tien iignific5 the Emperor of hewven^ 
arid is one of the names by which the Cbinefe 
exprefs the divine providence. — The ancient 
Chinefe feem to have had pretty juH: notions of 
the divine attributes, witnefs the fo^wizig p;U^ 
fage in one of their claflical books. '* All thfe 
** oxen killed by Cheuu^ were not worth the 
" meaneft offerings of Ven^*vang ; becaoiie the 
" former offered his facrifice with a heart pol- 

* Conf. 1 .1, /. 14. " P. Du Haldey 2 50. '^ Conf. 
/. I,/. 2,0. * P.Du Halde i. 629. 

luted 
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'^ luted with crimes, whereas the beft part c9 
" the offering of the latter confided in the po- 
•* rity of his heart. " P. Du Haldcy i . /. 644.] 

♦ Whay-nghen had a wife mother : Whay-quaug 
2L wife Tony! 

[This is intended to fignify» that neither Tir- 
tue nor vi^e, wifdpm nor folly, are hereditary. 
To the fame effed is the Lat. Etiam a viie 
ruhus fiafcitur, 

Whay-nghen was an enterprizing (lave, who 
put himfeif at the head of a party formed 
againft the Emperor. His mother one day re- 
proached him for his crime ; " Wretch, faid 
** /he, notwichHanding all my remonflrances, 
** do you then rebel againft your prince from 
** whom you have received only favours?" 
This faid, ihe plunged a knife in his bofom, 
crying out, " To my prince and my country 
I fatrtfice this villain." 

Whay-quang (in another reign) railing a re- 
bellion, his fon immediately quitted him and 
joined the Emperor. " Sir, faid he, my father 
*' has formed a fa£lion againft you. I want by 
*' my loyalty to wipe out as much, as I can, the 
*' infamy of his rebellion." He accordingly 
marched with a body of troops againll the re- 
bels, whom he intirely defeated. 

Thefe two examples have given rife to the 
above proverb. Vid, loc. citat.] 



^ P,DuHaUey%.^i. 

When 
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When a family rifes early in the morning, 
conclude the houfe to be well governed *. 

[Mod languages aiFord feme fage maxim in 
favour of early rifin^. The Spaniards fay, De 
quien fe duermcy fu haxienda lo Jiente, i.e. He 
that lies long in bed, his eftate feels it. The 
Italians, Ghi nonfi leva ^ huon hora, nonfo buona 
giornata, i. e. He who does not get up early, 
never does a good day's work. We fay, Ht 
that <wtU thrive, muft rife atfive,^ 

* When a man is of age he muft contrail a 
manage: and a woman muft accept of a 
marriage. 

[See the foregoing Hid. vol. 2. p. 1 14.] 

When a man fays, ** I muft wait, 'till I have 
. a little more leifure, then I will apply mj^ 

felf to the ftudy of wifdom." Think not 

this man will ever fet about it '. 

When a man fays, "Let me wait a little, 
when I have fomcthing to fpare, I will re- 
lieve the poor." This man will never re- 
lieve thtm ^ 

fit will not be foreign to the fubje^ of this 
Apothegm, to give the following curious Chi'^ 
»C/^ epitaph. **Wbat KOV-JA^offeffed.'was the 
t^MIF<i^ 9f fhe uuhole bun, an race : this man had 



« P. Du Halde, 2. 49, • Ibid, 1x5. * Ibid. 

the 
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the heart and howeb of charity itfdf^ mui hit 
hot^ was the inexhatg/iihk jh9p tf tihrtdity.'^ 
. Nieahoff. p. ii6.] 

When a ion is born into a family, a bow and 
arrow are hung before the gate ^« 

[As no fach caftom appears to be literally ob- 
ferved, this (hoald feem to be a metapborical 
expreflion, iignifying that a new pro£eAor b 
added to the family ; equivalent to that of the 
pfalms, Likt as the arronus in the hand of a giant, 
■ oven Jo are the young children : hafpy is the wum 
that hath his quiver full of them^ {^r.— After 
all, the Editor doth not obtrude this interpveta- 
tjon on the Reader, who may confult the place 
referred to.] ' 

^ When a perfon hath need of prefent help, he 
thinks on his relations : when he is in dan- 
ger he depends on his old friends ^. 

[Not unlike that diftich of Cato, 
Anxilium a notis fetito^ fi forte labor eu : 
Nee fnifquam meUor TnedicuSf quamfidus asmiaum 

lib. 4.] 

• When brethren live together they ought to 
fupport themfelves s 

When one is got to the brink of a precipice, it 
is too late to pull up the reins : when one 



« P. Du HaUe, i. ^%%, * Id. 2.177. * ^* 4*. 
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is got into die middle of the river JSm^^ it 
is too late to think of rep»ring the baric ^ 

[This is defigned to convey the moral of 
our two proverbs, ** It is t90 lati tajfart^ nuhk 
the. h^ttam it bateP And, " h9ok before jou 
leaf,''] 

When the arrow is dtfcharged, it is in vaiB to 
to recall it.K 

[Lat, ya^a eft alea.] 

^ When the caufe is bad it muft not be fyclkti 
to. 

[See before,, vol. 2.. pag, 127.] 

When the flame appears in all its foFce^ it 
may ftill increafe : but the fire once extin« 
guiflied will revive no more \ 

[That is, the foul, when it ieems to be in its 
higheft vigour, is capable of ftill farther kn- 
provements : but when quite negleded and be- 
come heavy and ftupid, it never can recover 
itfelf.] 

• When the firft cart overturns, he vrfio 
drives the fiecond is upon his guard K 

[The Chinefe have another proverb to the 
fame pur pofe, " A coachman fears being omertunt-^ 



' Lett, ed, xxyj. 144. « P. Du Halde, i. 479., 
* Lett, eJf xx^, 129. ^P, Du Hakle, 1. 475. 
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: * a/, where be hatb/een anotber overturn^* P. Da 
ilftlde, I. 525. — Equivalent to the Lat. Pelix 
*> ^umfaciunt aliena pericula cautum.'\ ■ 

When the great fiih Kin appears above water, 
- |he billows become fmooth: when the 
birds Whang and Ho dive under water, no 
, goo(i weather is to be expe&ed ^. 

[The latter arc two water fowls, which by 
flying about in the air prognofticate good wea« 
,thcr, and 'vice ver/d.'] 

* When the lips are chopped, the teeth in- 

fallibly fuffer cold '• 

When the fky is clear the wife man trembles : 
when it thunders he is undaunted °>. 

[A fine Apothegm. The Spaniards fay. Date 
huena vida^ temeras mas la cayda, i. e. Live 
happily, and you'll be the more afraid to fall.— 
But thofe celebrated lines of Horace Teem moft 
appofitc, 

Sperat infeftisy metuit fecundis 

Alteram fortemi bene freparatum 

Pedus. Lib. 2. ode to,] 

* When we would give any thing a pleafant 

(hining colour, we don't rub it with ink, 
but the moft beautiful vermilion "• 



k P. Du Halde, i. 511. »iJ. 595. Mart, Hifi.f. 

161. « F. Du Haldef %. 47. « lb. 87. 

[TTiis 
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[This proverb is applied to exprefs the efieds 
of a good education, which is neceiTary to form 
a fhining charader.] 

* When you cut the throat of a hen, why 
do ytu ufe a knife proper for ftickiiig im 

ox*>? 

[Not very different from that line of Pope, 
" fFhoplanUartilletyagainft afljP'''] 

Were you to pafs the fea on a bladder, hovi^ 
carefully would you preferve it from the 
prick of a needle p ? 

[That is, when your all is at fbke you can* 
not be too careful. To the fame effeft is the 

Scotch proverb. They that hae hut ae egg /# 

their dinner, hae need of a canny (i. e. cautious) 
CooL'\ 

* Whether the traveller quicken his pace, or 
march at his ordinary rate^hehath but lb 
far to go *J. 

[Applied to human life: equivalent to the 
Lat. Serius aut citiusfedem proper amus adunam.'\ 

* Wicked men are feared ; heaven not at all : 
honcft people are deceived | heaven never 
is'. 



• Conf. I. 3./. 115. pp. Du HaUi, a, i%^. « Id. 
5a. ' la. 155. 

Vol. III. S With 
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With a large heart, the whole body is en- 
larged'. 

Without faked Mey-tfe^ how can We give 
to a fauce the five relifhes ^ 

i Meaning that it were abfurd to exped the 
without the means. As the Eng. Tom 
cai^t have brick nuithout ftranu, — ^The Mey^tfe 
are tart fruits like wild apricots : the CbiHefi 
candy them; they pickle and alfo fait them, 
on pnrpofe to ufe them in fauces. — By the five 
xeliihesy is perhaps only meant the intire and 
complete tade. Vid, Berber ^ torn. I. /. iii. 
The Chinefe feem to confider the number five 
as the mod complete and p^edl number: 
they reduce to this number not only The car- 
dinal virtues. The relative duties. The com- 
mandments of /'O, &c. but even The elements. 
The noble parts of the human body. 
' P. Du Halde, 2. 56. &c.] 

♦Who regards the little demons of the wood. 

[See the Chin. Hift. vol. 4. pag. 86.] 

• Whoever hath fore eyes will fee clearly in 
ten days, if he let them alone to cure them- 
felves \ 

[This is fo true an obfervation, that fome* 
thing like it occurs in mod languages. The 
Spaniards fay, ^ien quicre ojo fano atefe la 

• €wf, /. 1. ^. T 5. * ?. jDw Halie^ i*. 514. 

» ne Cbi/tt Hiji. vol, ». I X I . 

1 
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mano : i. e. He that would have his eyes weU« 
/fiduld have his hand tied up. * The Prenchr, 
^and on a mal auxjeuXy ilnyfaut toucher que 
du coude : i. e. When one hath fore eyes, one 
fhould only touch them with dne*s elboW.] / ^ 

Ybu cannot commend ai woman's virtue tnon 
than tb fay,'fhc is not learned ^. 

[If prejudices of this kind have obtdned in 
Europe, we are not to wonder that they fllould 
prevail in China. The Spaniards fay, Muld qiu 
haze hin^y muger que par la Latiui nunca bizieroM 
i}uen fin, i. e. A mule that is refty, and a wo^ 
man that talks Latin, nev«r come to a good 
end.] 

* You (hall learn whether it bfi the bucket at 
the end of the rope that fills into the well : 
or whether; it i)e the water of the well that 
ialls into the bucket *. 

[A proverbial menace.] 

* Your vtrorks alone fliall follow you : you 
ihall carry off nothing elfe ^ 

[A fine faying in the books of FO;— The 
Spaniards fay, Buen hazerfiorecey todo lo alpereci : 
A good Work floUrifti^s, every thiiig elfe pc- 
tilhes.J 

*?. Du HaUe, a. 50. "" Ibidi i6xi " Ibid. 

ioo; 
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^ A Mao may be well moufilietf, thou^ be 

t\^ does not ride the borieJCf.* oneouqr 

oe a ffood diioplcy thougjb noc equal |o 

[ JKr is a ctl e b r atad li^rfir. Tinhi/i was the 
noil ktlovcd diiidpk of C9n/ucimt.'\ 

A kjrat fbUed does not fear death, he who 
fean death is not a loyal fuljeft \ 

As a ihip without a rudder> fi> b a man md 
ofreiblutionS 

* Black as vamiih'. 

He, who begins firft is the ftrongeft, he who 
delays [to ftrike] always comes by the 
worft *. 

[Bag. rbefirft blvm it hdftbt huiU.] 

* He who buiUs a houfe by the fide of a great 
road will not finifli it in three years ^ 

[The Italians have a proverb, Chi fahriem 
la cafa intiaxxM^ o che } tropfo abm^ S tropp§ baffiu 
And we iay» Hi that bmlds bis b§ufe fy the Hgb- 

•P»r>uMaUtp9^fo$, ^U, 1.177. «££.!. 6it» 

W0y 
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>wi^ Rde^ it is either /m bigb «r /m hnn^ See 
Ray.] 

^ I {hould foon have killed the rat) if I had 
not refpe^bd the veflel s. 

[The applicafldoa of this prof«rb is. to be 
learnt from tbe little Chinffe tale lelated in pag, 
215,216. See, ** Nothing is more to be fear* 
" cd than, &€.] 

* Is a prince intirely upright, cveiv thing 
fucceeds well with him : doth he belie him- 
felf, though but in one infiance, it may lead 
to his ruin ^ 

* It is a happy talent to determine law&iits 
aright; a much happier to prevent their 
ever being undertaken ^ 

[A faying of Cmfrcius : which is thns trant 
lated by others. *' To hear and determine 
'^ difpates I or any man may be able : the 
^* ereat thing nccefTary is ib to work upon 
** uie people that they may have no difpntes 
« at all." Conf. lib. i./. 12.] 

Keep filence, you will fee how ridiculous a 
great talker is : Keep your door (hut, and 
will be feniible of the bufUe, and imper- 
tinence attending vifits \ 

* One error flight in appearance leads to ftrange 

irregularities K 

rP. DuHaUif I. 47^. * lb. 483, « lb. 475. 

* /^. ».47, '/^. 1.582. 
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One of the principal duties of a fon is to per- 
petuate his race, and leave defcendants after 
him% 

f To make a cheap and quick purcTiafe^ go 
to the market. Wbuld you undertake a 
great building or other confiderablc work, 
nold a confultation before-hand ^i 

♦ To prefcrve others, is the way to preferye 
one's felf : to fliut up the road to others is 
^e means to ekclude one's Xelf •. 

♦ To receive great honours and penQons 
without deferving them ; is to preclude 
from employment thofe that are more ca 
pable, and to intercept the reward of the 
worthy p* 

♦ Undertake nothing without compleating it^. 

« P. Du HaUf, 1. 40. « JJ. I. 167. • Jd. I. 
496. P Ibid. 503. ^ • • ♦ 



N. B. JItbough the marginal references in 
the foregoing Jheets are made to the EngUJb folio 
verjion of P. Du Halde : yet many of the Prc^ 
verbs are newly tranjlated from the French ori- 
ginal\ that tranjlation being very faulty. The 
following inaccuracies did i}ot occur till the Jheets 
were printed off. 



[ 26i ] 

PROVERBS CORRECTED. 

Page 188. read. 

Man born or educated in, &c. 



A 



Page 193. r. 

* As the liquor fo the fubjedld 

conform themfelves to the prince. 

Page 194. r. 

* As the ftone Me fo ^ heart defile^ 

with lafcivious impurity will, &c; 

Page 200. r. 

* Honour the dead, - - r were yet alive. 

Page 205. 

* If the water be even ten Gin deep, one may 
diftinguifli by the furface, &c-r. 

Page Z06. 

* If the excefles the vexation 

of the mind makes, &c. 

Page 220. 

* See that moth, till it is confumed, Sec, 

Page 224. 

P The Emperor lets loofc - - - - creates n?w 

Mandarines, &c. 

S^ PARAL- 



1 264 ] 

PARALLELS OMITTED, &c. 

ipJG E 189. << A paffion indulged, See. 

[ — dnmkard. The French fay, VorgtuiU 
Uux^ enyure difa frofre touielli.'] 

JUd^ ** A pifinire and a rat, &c» 

[To the faqie efFe£^ with that precept of 
CatOy Corporis exigui 'vires conteppiere noli, Fr. 
// eft tad petit enmrni. £ng. 7here are^ Sec. 

Page 190. *^ A flab with, &c. 

[ N. B. The Italians have a faying. 

Pen/a moltOf faria poco, efcri'vi meno. i. e. Think 
nach, fpeak little, write lefs. The Fxench 
fay, &c. — ] 

Page 193. ^* An amiable prince, &c. 

[Ft is a faying in one of their ancient claffi- 
cal books, '* A good king loveth and che- 
" riiheth his people, as a mother mod tcnder- 
** ]y dafpeth her naked and ncw-bom little 
" fon.*' 

Conf.lib.p, 19.] 

Page 194. ^< Avoid a blaft, &c. 

[The Spaniards fay, **Dewento tjfr. 

gmarda te. i. e. Take heed of a wind that comes 
in through a hole.] 

P^-e 
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Page 198, 199. *' He who aims, &c, 

[The Spaniards fay, Menos camino ay de ver* 
tud a 'uicieSf que de fvicios a *uertud, i.e. It is a 
/horter road from virtue to vice, than from 
vice to virtue,] 

Ibid. ^* He who eats, &c. 

[The Italians have a proverb, II pan £ abfi 
eofta core : another's bread is dear bought.] 

Ibid " He who fqfFers, &c. 

[ diverts them. Not very different is 

that faying of P. Syr us, Heu^ dfikr quam mJjer 
ejff qui in tormento 'vocem non habet*'\ 

Ibid* ^^ Heaven and hell, &c. 

[Jfter the quotation By Way of illuf- 

tratipn of the above Apothegm we (hall thi;ow 
together a few hints of a famous Cbine/e qio- 
ralift. 

" Certain perfons complain, (fays the phHo- 
fopher ME) •* of not finding a place of repqfe : 
" they are wrong, they always have it : but 
" what they ought to be diffatisfied at, is their 
•' having a heart, which is an enemy to the 
'* very repofe they feek. 

" What is the ufe of c^oaths bot for decency 
'* and warmth ? This man wears a fur'd habic 
** worth more than a thoufand crowns, and 
" thinks it not gooe enough : he doth not re- 
** fleft that a 9uaHi% as well cloathed as him- 
•' fclf. 

" What doth a man want, as to food, but 

•* nouriihing 
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•* noarilhing visuals ? yet he, who is every 
" day fcrved with a large quantity of the moft 
^* delicate viands in the grandeit difhes, is not 
** contented; another, who deeps on a mat, 
** and after a temperate meal drinks out of the 
** half of a fcooped cucumber, is more con- 
** tented than himfelf. 

• ••* What is required in lodgings, but to be 
'' ibeljtercd from the inclemencies of the wea- 
'^ ther ? yet fuch a man in a lofty and fpacious 
^* palace, whofe walls are finely vamifhed, 
^* finds himfelf ill-lodged. Another is con- 
** tented y^'iih a cottage (o poor and xn^m, 
*' that the door is hung upon two pieces of 
" cord which ferve for hinges. 

** In what climate or place may not a 
^' man live agreeably if he hath a mind f To 
f* me a little garden of Howers is the famous 
** valley of gold : to me a little brook is the 
** fountain of young peach trees : lal/tu^'ng 
here to fome oh/cure fables] "to me the me- 
*' lody of birds is more ravifhing than the har- 
** mony of a full concert of inftruments : and 
'' I prefer the tin6lure of certain clouds to the 
** fined paintings in the world." 

See P. Du Halde, 2. p. 98.] 

Page 2c6. '' In former times, &c. 

[It was a faying of Chu-Jin-guey, " What 
" doth a man lofe, who gives way in the 
** llreet to thofe that are in hafle? two or 
•• three hundred fteps and nothing more. 
•• What doth another lofe, lyho will not dif- 

" pate 
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^* pute with his neighbour the boundaries of 
«' his field ?•* 

P. Dq Halde, 2. 104.] 

Page 231. " The net in which, &c. 

[ N. B. When the Chinefe would 

exprefs any impradicable attempt it is a com- 
mon phrafe with them, '• You may as well 
*' hope to get oi^t of the nets of heaven and 
f* earth." 

P. Du Halde, vol. 2. p. 177. c 1.] 



THE END OF THE PROVERBS, &c. 



ADDI. 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

•p A G E 7. lifi. 1 1, note [returned * ?] 

* It may not be improper to obferve herc^ 
what care is taken of human life in Chituu 
No criminal is put to death 'till the whole 
procefs hath been examined by feveral different 
tribunals. And even their prifons are con- 
ftantly infpeded by one or more Mandarines, 
who pay great attention to the health of the 
confined, and in cafe of ficknefs provide a 
phyiictan and proper medicines at the Em* 
peror's expence. But if any one dies the Empe- 
ror muft be acquainted with it» who onen 
fends a fuperior Mandarine to fee that there 
hath been no foul play» or negledt of duty.-— 

P. Du Halde, v. i. p. 310, &c. Let, ed. xj. 
278. Mod. Univ. Hift. viij. 177. Vid.fupra^ 
<vol. I./, 242, 

Page 7S. Addition the note. 

N. B. Tide and rank are not hereditary 
in China: the fons of the greateH: Manda-* 
rines are reduced to the level of the people 
in point of diftindlion and dignity. 

See vol. I. additional note to p. 59, 



Page 81. Addition to the note (f) 

It may be obferved here that the CJbinefi 
are great topers: when they fpcak of « 
banquet they make mention only of ivine. 
We fay in Eng/ifi, " to invite to a feaft/* 

« to 
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*' to give an entertainment." In Chinefi the 
evpreffion is, *' to invite to drink," " to prepare 
" wine,'* TJing'tJtooy Pai-tjioo, becaufe wine is 
regarded as the moft eflentJal part of a f epa^.-^ 
[Let. ed. xjx. 326.] P, Sanedo tells us, that 
jt is ufunl at their entertainments after the difhes 
are removed, for them to difcourfe for about 
an hour : and then vari6us kinds of fait meats 
are ferved in, of the nature of our gammons 
of bacon, tongues, &c. which they call gmdes^ 
I. c. provocatives to drink : \P, Semedo^ /. 66. 
As under the notion of ^incy the Chinefe in- 
elude various kinds of fpiritOous liquors, to 
which they are much addidled, this will ac- 
count for the readinefs with which the Chinefi 
Mandarines took of their glafFcs of Frontiniac 
and Citron-water at the entertainment givea 
them on board the Centuriori, as defcribed by 
the writer of Lord An/on* s 'Voyage^ page 482. 
nd. P. Da Halde, P. Le Compte, ^c. 



J bid. To note {\) prefix the follow ng lines* 

f Thk is not a random expreifion. In the 
Chinefi play tranflated in P, Du Haldis coU* 
kdion : the perfon, who hath the care of a 
young Mandarine*s education, fays, *' I have 
*' taught him the eighteen different ways o^ 
** fighting." \Je luy ai appris les dix-huit ma-' 
nieres deje battre,'] P. Du Halde, vol. 2. p. 
180. 

Pagc153.lin.1j.note [city*.] 
* The cities in China aje io mnch alike, 

that 
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tliat the Reader may conceive an idea of them 
all, from a Ihort defcription of the metropo-" 
lis. The name of Pe-king, by which it \i 
known to us, iignifies the northern courts by 
way of diftindion from Nan-king^ or the fouth^ 
em court, where the Emperors have formerly 
refided. The Chineje more ufually call it Shun-* 
tien-foo, [or the city according to heaven 4 Tranfi 
MS.] 

It is divided into two parts, one of which 
is inhabited by the Chine/ey the other by the 
^Tartars', is of an oblong fquare form, about 
eighteen miles in circuit, and is furroundej 
with ftrong and ftately walls, of forty or fifty 
cubits high, flanked with towers, and wide 
enough for feveral horfemen to ride a-breaft. 

The city gates, nine in number, are very 
lofty and magnificent: the flreets are laid out 
with a line,' and crofs each other at right an- 
gles. I'hcy are decorated with triumphal 
arches, glittering towers, temples, piazzas, &c* 
and are diflinguilhed by pompous names, aa 
the flreet cf the king^s relations^ of the ^vhite 
tonjoer, of eternal reft, &c : the laft of thefe is 
near f«ur miles long and fixty yards in breadth, 
tut all the (lieets are fadly incommoded with 
duft, &c. for want of being paved. 

The fliops are ranged on each fide thd 
ftreets, and tho' but one flory high and very 
low, are finely fet out rich merchandizes. Be- 
fore each door Hands a pedeftal to which is 
faftened a board from 20 to 22 feet high ; oa 
this is carved, painted or gilt the fhopkeeper's 
name; with the words fu-fu, or he njuillnot cheat 

you. 
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jBttf infcribed thereon This doable row of 
pilafters has a £nc effect. 

The ftreets are To continually thronged widi 
■ people, as wdi as horfes, males, camels, car- 
fiaees, &c, that thofe of oar mod populous 
ohies in Europe are faid to be meer folitadet 
compared to them : yet no women ever appear 
in public. This concourfe is attributed to the 
great retinues of the Mandarines ; to the vaft 
refort from all parts of the empire ; and efpc- 
cially to the great numbers of handicrafb peo- 
ple, as tailors, fmiths, braziers, joinen, &c. 
who in China go about the ftreets in queft of 
Work, and always exercife their arts at the 
houfes of thofe who employ them. This cre-^ 
ates a vaft throng, as many of thefe for want 
of employment ftand ftaring in large groups 
around juglers, mountebanks, &c. who take 
dieir ftand at every quarter of the town. 

To defcribe all the curiofities of this great 
city, ics police and government, fquares, build- 
ings, palaces, efpecially that oi the Emperor 
(which itfelf is equal to a large city) would 
require a volume. 

See P. Du Halde, vol. i. p. 46. (i6^ ire. 
P. Magal. chap. 17. P. Le Compte, torn. i. p* 
84, &c. Mart. Atlas, p. 29. Mod. Univ. HifL 
viij. 18, &c. 



THE END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 



E R R A T A in Vol. III. 

PAG E 17. line 14. read it. concerned the lat- 
ter, page 19 line i . after lady adJ a comma (,) 
Ihid line l^. dele to. page 24. line 16. read z^vA 
renew the enquiry. /^/V. 7/;/^ 1 7. <a5?/p after him. 
page 29. //;/f 5. r^^^' compel her to marry. Page 
30. «o/^ //Tz^ I . read Tranflator calls. /^^^ 38. note 
line 9. ^/^r us, ^J^ that. /^^/ 41. line %,for known 
read reported, page 46. line 3. rrtf^ come back. 
page 54 /;V;^ 1 7. ^f/^ therefore, /^^r 60. line 12. 
yi?r their, r^a^ his. page 66. //»f 3. rr/ii/ reception. 
page 80. //«^ 8. read no compliment nor anfwer. 
Page 100. «o/^ //»^ 3. read ^ Fe-lien-kiao, Page 
115. »o/^ line 4. ^/^r abruptnefs, ^^, in a greater 
or lefs degree. /. 1 19 //«^ \\read by the Man« 
darine K^o-Jho-J'u, page 121. //>?^ II. r^<7^ to the 
Mandarine Kijuo-Jkoju. page 127. //w penult, for 
Ping pu read Hing-pu. page 133. note, line lajf 
hut threey readV, Scmedo, page 52. /. 184. line 
penult, read p2.gQ IT^^. page iSj, line 7. for who 
have read which \i?iVt, page 192. line ult. for 55. 
read ^6. page ig^ line ^. for g^. read 100 page 
195. line 19. read are always. /^/V. line 2^, for 
page 112. rf^^ page 1 10. page 197. line ptnult , for 
42. rf/j^ 47. /lar^^ 1 99. liiie ult, for "»Jbid. 282. 
read"^ Id. 2. 232. /^^^ 200. line 1 9. /^r page 406. 
rf/zrf'page 646. page 201. //>?^ Aiy? ^tf/ three^for 
who r^«^ which, /ar^f 203. line ult, for I. 108. 
read z, 108. /^/V. read ^ Id, i. 383. ^i7g'r204 //w 
o. yi>r vol. 1. read vol. 2. /^/V. line lajl but 2, for 
him read it, /^^f 205. ///?r ult. for 525. read $22, 
Vol. Ill, ^a^e 



